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We are an art community with a primary
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focus on multi-medium painting. Everyone .I .' ; .. W™ ' . Art is an
has an imagination; art takes it a step . L ; _ _: expression
further. We use painting as a means to L Y/ of the soul
allow people to open their creativity &

to the greatest potential, to connect

their memories, explore cultural

topics, art therapy, and get

some fun!

Grow in your art! Join

us on Thursdays or
Art workshops Sundays &-& pm. Want to learn painting

as a boginnor or to
polish your skills as a
regular practitiomar?
We offer art classes of

Corporate events

Mural paintings Online custom-

designed painting
Mindful art courses are also
activities available for children.

Paintings for sale :

Services

different medium -

acrylic, watercalar, |::1I Grow in your art!
RARSImRD anctEsneS Join us on Thursdays or Sundays 4-6 pm.
Art Classes Online custom-designed painting courses are also available for children.

D= e © +852 5599 3266
T Book Now ey (WhatsApp only)
ﬁ_@\_ﬂ » +852 5599 3244 e & ruhcaniartegmail.com
@ ' (WhatsApp only) ) : ; § Ruhaani Arts

31 High Street, - il E ;ul';‘u.unlru;:gmnil.nam 3 ng_;h Street, @ rubaaniart

Sai Ying Pun, Hong Kong www.ruhaaniart.com " i Sai Ying Pun, Hong Kong S R e e
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Eastrong International Logistics Co., Ltd

Top 5 Ocean freight forwarders in the China-Oceania trade lanes

Established in 2000, Eastrong has strivad o build extensive parinerships in tha Asian ragion and
internationally. Our reliable Ocean, Alr. and Rail capacity, allows us o creale uniges logistics
soluliona lo sobve even the most complex challanges our cusiomers faca.
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Take hull control

HullKeeper is a range of services that help
you make better decisions, faster.
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Message from the President
Nomaoshkar,

Since the Durga Puja was last celebrated in 2019 at the Indian Recreation club,
Causeway Bay, after 3 years we have again retumed to our "home venue” this year.

Friends, the last 3 years since 2019 have been challenging. First there was the unrest in
Hong Kong, and it was immediately followed by the pandemic which started in early
2020 and has been with us till date. But the enthusiasm and the resilience of our Bengali
community remains unabated, and has been nothing short of commendable. I thank all
members with my heart for their unstinted support throughout the challenging times.

Despite the difficulties, the 2019 puja was celebrated in full vigor. In 2020, although
initially preparations were underway for celebrating the Puja, due to the strict
government regulation all plans had to be shelved and only a ghot puja could be
conducted in the Happy Valley Temple. Even then for Ashtami HKBA sponsored a
meal for all attendees, both members and non-members, and to our pleasant surprise
the turnout was excellent.

Last year (2021) the Puja was celebrated at the India Club with the usual fanfare
keeping in mind the Hong Kong government’s strict directives regarding COVID
precautions. One of our members stepped in bravely to fill the void in absence of Shakti
da and the Puja could be conducted smoothly and enjoyed by all. Though some
compromises were made to the usual scale of celebrations with only about 60% of
members allowed to attend at any given time, the limited space and attendance
restrictions could not deter the Bengali spirit in the puja enthusiasm.

Apart from the puja, our cultural committee kept churning out events like Rabindra
Jayanti, Poila Boishakh etc., and all occasions were enthusiastically greeted by members
with good participation. Programs were conducted by renowned Bengali artists via
Zoom and You tube, and antaksharis, drawing competitions and Bengali classes were
organized by our gifted member volunteers which all saw enthusiastic participation.
We are thankful to the cultural beam for the efforts and to all members for showing such
interest and keeping the Bengali culture alive,

The icing on the cake was the Bijoya sammelani which was a cultural entertainment event
of high quality put together by our talented members. The histrionics on display were
indeed something to be proud of. [ request all interested members to come forward and
would love to see more performances like plays and dance dramas which are
reminiscent of our Bengali culture being enacted in near future by our immensely gifted
members,

This year oo we will have to curtail the scale of celebrations to a limited degree and
hold the Puja indoors, with restrictions on the number of attendees inside the hall at any
given instant. However, all members will be able to attend every day.

Ma Durga will arrive this year on Gojo (elephant) and departs on Nouka (boat). These
are good omens signifying that the coming years will be prosperous and bear well for
all.

On this happy note, [ wish you all Shubho Durga Puja.

Alok Roy
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Message from the Vice President

Dear All,

Hope you are keeping well. We are all aware that Covid-19 is still around - and for us
here in Hong Kong, the rules and regulations & frequent testing that we all have to
comply with is taking a toll - not to forget the wearing of masks that remains
mandatory in Hong Kong. However, an encouraging development has been the
reduction of quarantine for inbound travelers & an increase in the options of flying to
and from India. This has allowed most of us to visit our near and dear relatives in India
after a span of 2 to 3 years. It has also given us hope that we might get back to full
normalcy in living our lives over here by the end of this year,

It is, thus, with a definite positive frame of mind that we now gear up for this year's
Durga Puja celebrations. We are back to our favorite venue - Indian Recreation Club -
tor celebrating the “IPujo” this year. We thank the Indian Recreation Cub tor their
co-gperation and encouragement. It is also the support and encouragement from all the
members of HKBA that has given us the confidence to plan and go ahead with the
arrangements this year. Although not the “Pujo” that we are accustomed to, this time
we hope that we would still be getting close to the actual “Pujo” experience.

Durga Puja and the various cultural activities that usually form an integral part of the
celebrations is something that all Bengalis eagerly wait for every year. Unfortunately,
this time we are unable to arrange any cultural activities. We would also have to restrict
the number of people who could enter the “pujo mandap”™ - so that we can ensure that
the “Pujo” and "FPushpanjali” can be conducted in batches without contravening any
local regulations set forth by the administration, However, we will have the community
meals ("bhog’), and most importantly there would be enough opportunities for all to
come attired in new clothes and indulge in “adda”™ at the venue.

Durga Puja is a ftestival that all Indians - not necessarily only Bengalis - are familiar
with. We welcome evervone for the darshan of “Maa Durga” this year.

Let us also pray to "Maa Durga” to bless us so that we can tide over this pandemic
completely and get back to a normal life soon. In these trying times, it is incredible to
see how well we have bonded together as the HKBA family.

[ would like to end by thanking all for supporting our efforts and decisions with the
scheduled events this year and aiding the association by timely paying your yearly
subscription. I also thank all our sponsors for their generous act in supporting the
Durga Puja this year.

Hoping all of you have a wonderful time and wishing all a blissful “Sharadiva
Shubhechha™ "™ 1!

Dipankar Mukutmoni

salely Slandards ane me
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Accelleron.

Accelleron Turbo Systems (Hong Kong) Limited
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" Company History

Established in 2003, has almost 20 years ship-repairs/senvices and store/spare supply
experience, under the guidance of Quality Management System of DNV IS0 3001:2015.

% Professional Field

Ship repair & service at all major Chinesa ports and shipyards

Voyage repair including deck, machinery, electrical, automation & radio items

Lifeboat inspection, approved by ABS, BV, DNV, KR, LR & NK

Firefighting service, approved by ABS, BV, CCS, DNV, IRS, KR, LR & NK

Underwater inspection, approved by ABS, BV, DNV, KR, LR, NK & RINA

Thickness measurement, approved by ABS, BY, DNV, IR, KR, LR, NK & RINA

Boiler repair/re-tubing, with WPS & Welders approved by ABS, BV, DNV, LR & NK

Propeller repair, with WPS & welders approved by ABS, BV, DNV, KR & LR under

matenial of Cud and WPS & welders approved by LR under material of Cud

# M/E pneumatic system sarvicing with Nabtesco trained engineers

¢ Tank level gauge/draft gauge servicing, pressura/temperature controller and ME & AE
viscometer servicing, with Yamatake & Nakakita trained engineers

¢ Hydraulic system troubleshooting, health check and maintenance/overhauling of
hydraulic pump, motor, control block, cylinder, reduction gearbox and valve remote control
system actuators, etc

¢ Special welding, Aluminum welding, Stainless welding, Cast steel welding

#% Resource Advantage

o Over 60 refined professional engineers ftechnicians/experienced workers,

* Al above services/repairs shall be done by our own teams.

¢ Hold all major class approval certificates relate to routine inspection/service and
registeraed on the platform of the MSA as per latest regulation.

¢ Furthermore, we could offer relative spares {original and substitute made in China with
good quality) for the service/ repair.

s*% Company Mission
Customer First, Service Foremost

&% Contact Us
Add: Suite 807, New World Plaza, Mo.9 Fuzhou South Road, 266071, Qingdao, China
Tel: +BE 532 B30 GBAG/T/B/9 Fax: =865 532 8386 1910

E-mail: info@oceanlinkmaring.com Hitp: fhwww.oceaniinkmarine.com
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Hucheng International Shipping Agency Group
Hucheng Offshore Engineering Co. Ltd

Email: agencysh@hcisa.com; agencyjy@hcisa.com; agencyqd@hcisa.com
agencyyz@hcisa.com; agencyzs@hcisa.com; agencynb@hcisa.com;
Tel:+0086-021-65688711(SHANGHAL); +0086-0510-86853013{JIANGYIN);
\+0086-0580-2382089(ZHOUSHAN)
Add({Headquarer): Room 813-814,No.1398,Pingliang Rd, Yangpu district, Shanghai,China

Hucheng International

Shipping Agency Group
is a comprehensive shipping age

eeciioed okl Aocking

spares clearance, crew change,

ship’s store and provision supply,
bonded warehouse, etc.

A. Towing unpowered LNG rank Koto
from CJK to Jiangyin in 2012,
(LOA 281M Breadrh 44.2M)

Hucheng Offshore
Engineering Co.Ltd
Towing project has become our

new business successfully these years.
Hucheng Offshore Engineering Co. Ltd
engages in general contractor for
movement of unpowered ship

or floating dock or floating crane, etc,

including towing plan, MSA assessment,
towing operation, contingency plan, etc.

B. Port agency service for MV Boka Vanguard
docking in Shanghai from CJK in 2020,
(The world's largest semi-submeersible vessel)

More than 30 years

our business starting from Jiangyin,
beginni ngwitl'j ship’s ﬁg{le

and provision supply,

has become a group company engaging in
comprehensive shipping agency and
towing project with several branches

in the Yangtze Delta area

located in Shanghai, Jiangyin,

Namnn%:“r' zhou, Jinjiang,

ingbo and Qingdao.

C. Towing project for floating dock Heshan
from Jinjiang to Zhoushan in 2022,
(The second largest dock in the Yangtze River) Zhoushan,

A tribute to a legend - 5ri Aurobindo on his 150th Birth Anniversary
~ Mayura Banerjee

As India celebrated her 75th anniversary of Independence this yvear, the day also marked
the 150th birth anniversary of Sri Aurobindo, a revolutionary turned mystic, one of the
most illuminated minds that charted the history of this great nation towards that of a
glorious future, His life and work has touched every realm of human existence, from
‘revolution to evolution’, vet are seldom lalked about in history books.

Free India was born on the 15th of August, 1947, Sri Aurobindo was born on the 15th of
Augusl, 1872, Speaking of this coincidence, Sri Aurobindo himself said, “...this day marks
the beginning of a new age, we can make it an important date in a new age opening for the
world...that this two evenls fell on the same day was surely the sanction and seal of the
divine.”

Sri Aurobindo was the third child of Krishnadhan Ghosh, a doctor by profession, and his
beautiful wife Swarnalata. His name meant Lotus, a symbol of beauty and divinity. Indeed
he was delicate like the flower, gentle and shy as a child. Krishnadhan not only earned a
medical degree from England but also acquired a strange fancy bordering on obsession for
the English way of life; he therefore send his three sons Benoy, Manmohan and Aurobindo
to Darjeeling to get an English education. Aurobindo was all of seven when the boys were
packed off to England for further education.

Sri Aurobindo stayed for fourteen years in England and braving all the odds and
hardships in a foreign land he proved his brilliance not only in academics but also in
linguistics, mastering several European languages. He joined King's College in Cambridge
and later was selected for the much coveted Indian Civil Service, but instead took up a job
with the Maharaja of Baroda for a meagre salary and returned to India.

In February, 1893 the British ship “The Carthage’ anchored in Bombay harbour. The
brilliant youth atlame with love for his motherland set foot on the Indian soil. And after
tourteen long vears of separation from his motherland finally felt a sense of calm and
peace within with his first step in Apollo Bunder. This was the beginning of his long
spiritual journey and that of India’s struggle for complete independence, "Purna Swaraj’!

A revolutionary: It had been only six months in Baroda and Sri Aurobindo had already
learnt several Indian languages including Sanskrit which he mastered all by himself. He
made himself abreast of the political situation in the country, the patriotic activities, the
leaders and their ideas. He was the first revolutionary much ahead of his times who
openly propagated the idea of ‘'no compromise’ and ‘non cooperation’. He wrote fiery
articles criticising the then prevailing moderate policies of the Congress.

His first article was published in Indu Prakash, a news paper whose editor was a friend
trom Cambridge who was also a fellow member of a revolutionary society called Majlis
tormed by Indian students,

During the partition of Bengal in 1905 he wrote a revolutionary booklet called "Bhavani
Mandir'” where he urges and inspires the people of India o rise in unison against the
destructive foreign power .
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“ ...for what is our mother country, it is not a piece of Earth, it is a mighty Shakti,
the Shakti we call India, Bhavani Bharati....the living unity of the shaktis of three hundred
million people....the energy of the God is with us, it is to India that is reserved the highest
and the most splendid destiny.”

Thousands of youth answered the call and the cry for freedom filled the air!

The partition of Bengal created a condition for a more direct revolutionary action and
within months he moved to Bengal as a Principal of the National college and started
contributing articles to Yugantar, a Bengali paper and later joined Bepin Chandra Pal in
editing ‘Bande Mataram’. Sri Aurobindo wrote a series of articles on passive resistance, he
wanted to destroy the wrong ideas about British justice and so called benefits bestowed by
a foreign government, about the ruinous education system that prevailed. He wanted to
develop a philosophy of revolution and push the whole nation into an intense and
organised political activity. A new spirit was created in the country, with the cry of “Bande
Mataram’ ringing on all sides, people felt it was once again glorious to be alive, The old
apathy and timidity were broken and an indomitable force created which rose again and
again in wave after wave carrying India to complete victory.

“I saw the morning the future rise
I heard the voices of an age unborn”

Along with other revolutionaries Sri Aurobindo was arrested in the Alipore bomb case
and sent to jail. This was a decisive moment in his life. Throughout his life he always had
internal spiritual yearning but it was here in solitary confinement he had his spiritual
awakening and realised that his goal was not limited to liberation of India but the future
of humanity as a whole. It was in his famous Uttarpara speech that he spoke about this
experience in jail and his realisation of the Cosmic Divine and his initiation into Yoga to
get the spiritual strength to carry on the revolutionary work., He went on with the
publication of two weeklies “The Karmayogin® in English and “Dharma’ in Bengali, These
journals had a wide circulation and proclaimed the idea of ‘Swadesi” and ‘Purna Swaraj'.

Sri Aurobindo the Yogi: While still actively participating in intense political activity
something deep inside was urging him and driving him deeper into spiritual life. He took
to yoga more seriously as he realised the potential and power of it. Once he said
humorously “mine was a side door entry inlo spiritual life” In 1910 amidst a constant
threat of arrest and deportation Sri Aurobindo received an inner calling and discreetly left
for Chandernagore and from there to French Pondicherry, which he called his ‘cave of
Tapasya'! It is there that he met Mirra Alfassa a French lady who lived an inner spiritual
life in France and had known him for years in her spiritual experiences. 5ri Aurobindo
considered her the manifestation of the Divine mother, his Shakti .Their spiritual
collaboration led to the creation of Integral Yoga. Sri Aurobindo believed that the current
state of human evolution is an intermediate stage and voga is a rapid and concentrated
evolution of being which can take effect in a lifetime while if unassisted natural evolution
and self revelation can take centuries and even births.
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Sri Aurobindo the philosopher: It was in Pondicherry that in one vast sweep he wrote his
life’s work nearly five thousand pages which were regularly published in a philosophical
journal -The Arya. Many of his works embodied the inner knowledge that had come to
him through yoga, others about the spirit and significance of the Indian Civilisation. The
true meaning of the Bhagwad Geeta, Vedas, Upanishad and Puranas. He wrote aboult the
progress of the human society and the possibilities of the unification of the human race
and the nature and evolution of poetry.

Sri Aurobindo the poet: “A poet of cosmic mysteries”™ is what he called himself. The
nationalist , the yvogi , the philosopher has given the world the greatest poem of all times,
Savitri, a magnificent epic of over twenty-three thousand eight hundred lines which is
easily comparable to Homer, Milton or Shakespeare.

On December 5th, 1950 he left his mortal body, the Mother carried on with his work from
there on. In Independent India she successtully established the township of Auroville and
Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education epitomising internationalism and
universal values.

Sri Aurobindo was one of the first original thinkers to have paved the way for India's
mandate as the spiritual guide to humanity or the "Viswaguru'.

He left behind him a legacy so great so divine that generations will benefit from his
teachings in this ever changing world.

“....long after he is dead and gone he will be looked upon as the poet of patriotism, as the
prophet of nationalism and lover of humanity.....long after he is dead and gone his words
will be echoed and re echoed not only in India but across the distant seas and land.” -
C.R.Das.
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The Curious Case of Potato in Kolkata Biryani
an investigabion by Rashik Babu

~ Sanjay Bhattacharya

Rashiklal Samaddar, alias Rashik was born and brought up in Lucknow. His father,
Sundarlal Samaddar, was running an antique shop which his grandfather Maniklal
Samaddar started after coming to Lucknow. Maniklal came to Lucknow from
Bangladesh after the partition.

Rashik, who had just completed his schooling, was on his way to Kolkata with his
mother to attend his cousin Mousomi didi's wedding. He and his mother were going a
week early to help with the marriage arrangements. His father, not wanting to leave the
shop closed for too many days, would arrive on the day of the marriage and return the
day after bou-blat. Rashik had all the time in the world as his results were due only after
two months, He and his mother were supposed to stay for three full weeks.

On the planned day, his father dropped them at the station. They finished dinner on the
train, which his mother had packed from home. It was fudnt and larkan. Rashik hated
cold food. He couldnt understand why they couldn’t buy a pack of Birtyani from
“Wabhid Biriyvani House” near the Railway station as his friends had recommended.

All his friends knew about his love for biriyani, so everyone only recommended good
birmyam restaurants, with “Wahid Biriyani House” emerging as the winner. But his
mother would have none of it. So now he was lying on the top bunk of the train after
having cold luchi and leftover potoler torkari from the day before. He also couldn’t
understand his father's love for potel or parwal. At least twice a week, he had to put up
with potol.

Rashik turned away from this love and hate relationship between birfyani and pofol and
focused on the journey. He was very excited as this would only be his second visit to
Kolkata, and the first time since he was seven, when they had stayed at Mousomi didi’s
house. Mousomi didi, who was seven years older than him at that time, was double his
age. She was constantly reminding him this fack. He ended up nicknaming her Double
Di. She was his guardian during that trip. He had enjoyed every moment of it.

Rashik didn't get much chance to meet any other relatives in Kolkata as they never got
an opportunity to travel because of his father's business. The only exception was
Double Di. Their relationship had grown closer when Double Di came to Lucknow two
years back to do her thesis on Mughal architecture. She had stayved with his family for
two whole months, He had, on that occasion, taken her to all the historic places like
Kaiserbagh, Bara Imambara, Chhota Imambara, Clock Tower, etc. He was impressed




with her sketching skill and knowledge about the Mughal period. He remembered she
had helped with his history lessons. He later scored the highest in the class in history.

Rashik and Double di shared the same passion. It was about biriyani. During Double
Di's visit to Lucknow, Rashik had taken her to all the big and not-so-big but reputed
biriyani Restaurants. Despite all his best efforts, Double Di kept saying it's good, but
Kolkata biriyani is the best. Rashik couldn’t understand why? He finally concluded that
a dish invented by the Mughals and cooked by descendants of the invenlors has to be
the best and Double di was “biased.”

This trip was his chance to take revenge, The day before yesterday. over the phone, he
made Double Di promise to take him to all the best biriyam places in Kolkata. He
planned to visit all the places and find something or the other to denigrate the birfyani.
He had spent one whole day jotting down the things to say to Double Di once she asked
him about the dish. Rashik was careful enough only to note facts about the food, not the
ambiance. The only other area he would consider was cleanliness and hygiene. Feeling
confident about winning the trophy for Lucknow ki Biriyani, Rashik nodded off to sleep.

The following day Rashik sat eating breakfast from the train canteen with his mother,
walching the Bengal countryside go idly by, the lush greens gradually replaced by the
urban landscape. His mother mentioned they would be reaching Kolkata in about an
hour, so he should better change, and check the luggage, particularly the blue carry-on
filled with Lucknow’s choicest sweets - Rendi, Bhoona peda, and Sandila laddoos. The
names were known to most Bengalis, courtesy Satyajit Ray, but Rashik was sure that
apart from Double Di none of his relatives had tasted them. With these thoughts, he
took out a fresh t-shirt and went to the washroom to change.

Rashik was back in the seat in a few minutes. His mother informed him that Double Di
had called, and she and her father were on the way to Howrah Station. Double Di has
mentioned that she has a surprise for Rashik. He cursed himself for missing the call - he
could have spoken to Double Di and tried to know about the surprise.

The next hour passed in a blur, and soon they were in his uncle’s car with Double Di
driving and Rashik’s mother and uncle in the back seat. His mother was busy giving all
the details about their journey. Rashik, with his eyes on the road admiring the Howrah
Bridge, was replying to questions from his uncle about his exam, travel, etc. From the
corner of his eves was watching Double Di. She was busy on the wheels. Rashik’s mind
was racing from one thought to another, trying to guess Double Di's surprise.

Kolkata was much more crowded than Lucknow. Rashik was impressed by Double Di's
driving skills, Finally, they reached his uncle’'s house, Double Di announced that she
needed to go to pick up a dress from a shop and asked Rashik if he would like to join
her. Rashik was not very interested because it was lunchtime, and he was hungry. He

was going to say “No,” but Double Di grabbed his hand, pulled him outside, and said,
“Lunch e Biriyani khabo taratati ai.,” The next moment they were inside the car, and
Double Di had taken off.

Rashik said, “O tahole etai surprise” Double Di just smiled. Rashik asked where they
were going. Double Di said, “ Arsalan ta sobche kache, so aaj Arsalan; Aminia, Zashan
arro onek ache. Jedin jetar kache thakbo setatei dhuke porbo.” Rashik thought nice
surprise. Liltle did he know.

Within ten minutes they were walking through the doors of Arsalan. Rashik followed
Double Di who walked straight to a table where a handsome looking man greeted her.
Double Di turned towards and said “Rashik o holo Subhro da and Subhro o amar
Nawab Rashik”. Rashik immediately puessed that Shubhro da was his would-be
brother-in-law or Jamai babu. Rashik gave a big smile and greeted him, Subhro da gave
him a big hug and said “Nawab Rashik theke tomake kichudinai Rashik babu bania
chharbo”.

All three sat down and selected their choice of biriyani. Rashik was very impressed with
Subhro da wheo was talking like an authority on Bengali food. His knowledge on the
subject was extensive, and impressed Rashik even as he cast furtive glances towards the
kitchen, as he was very hungry.

Finally, the wait was over and their order came. The portion was quite big for a hungry
person, Rashik thought. One object on the plate that attracted Rashik’s attention wasa
big chunk of potato. He looked at other two plates, and sure enough, they both had
potatoes, He was now a bit confused, since he had never seen potato in biriyani,

Rashik looked up and saw both Double Di and Subhro Da smiling at him. Double Di
said “biriyani with potato, surprised?!” They dug into their plates. As Rashik wolfed
down the aromatic mix of rice, potato, and meat, he realized that the potato gave a
different dimension to the biriyani. He was intrigued by the potato in the biriyani and
decided to learn more about it. During their conversion Subhro da had given some idea
but Rashik decided he needed to find “Who added potato to the biriyani?”

That night Rashik borrowed Double Di's tablet to surf the internet to find the answer to
his question.

Biryani is said to have been brought to Kolkata by Wajid Ali Shah,
the last Nawaeb of Awadh, who was deposed by the British in 1856.
Wajid Ali Shah travelled to Kolkata, from where he planned to
visit England to plead his case before Queen Victoria. The last

ruler of Awadh, the Nawab intended to appeal against what he
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believed was an illegal move by the British East India Company, who had dethroned
him to annex his kingdom.

Wajid Ali Shah never made it to England. First, he took ill, and when the Great Revolt
broke out the next year, it wasn't safe for him to return to his beloved Awadh. It had
been sacked by the British. Wajid Ali Shah was, therefore, granted an estate in an area
to the west of Kolkata, known as Metiabruz, where he built a mini-Lucknow to mimic
the one he was forced to leave behind.

The heartbroken Nawab had brought with him much of the culture of Lucknow. Along
came members of his court, an army of servants and regular folk to populate this new
and improvised Awadh. He also built many grand Islamic structures here, to recreate
the ambiance of his erstwhile capital, and introduced many Awadhi traditions such as
its music, kite-flying, fine tailoring and, of course, its famous cuisine,

The kitchens in Wajid Ali Shah's Metiabruz estate were soon cooking up the famous
Awadhi biryani, a slow-cooked, aromatic rice-and-meat dish that some say was first
served during the construction of the Bara Imambara of Lucknow in the late 18th
century.

But the deposed Nawab had fallen on hard times and could not afford the vast amounts
of meat that biryam required. To cut costs, the proportion of meat to rice was reduced
and meat was replaced with potato.

Rashik was deep into his research. Now the question in front of him was Had Wajid Ali
Shah really fallen on hard times? Rashik's further study showed otherwise. The Nawab
maintained, among other things, a large menagerie of animals. This zoo housed tigers
and leopards, which had to be fed meat on a daily basis. It was said that Wajid Ali Shah
was spending a whopping 9,000 rupers a month on food for his animals. He was
anything but poor! So if it wasn't an impoverished king who put the potato into the
Kolkata biryani, then who did?

The answer, more likely, lies in the journey of the potato in India. Rashik was surprised
to know that the potato, which is so basic to Indian cuisine today, is not native to India.
Potatoes were introduced to western India in the early 17th century by the Portuguese.
It is still known in western India by its original Portuguese name - ‘batata’.

It was probably first introduced in Surat, from where it travelled to Goa. Hence the
Goan name for the potato is ‘Batata Surrata’ or “potato of Surat’. Then over the years it
spread to all over India. Rashik thanked the Portuguese for bringing his favourite
vegetable to [ndia.

In its early days, the potato was an exotic ingredient. In one place Rashik found that
“when the British governor of Bombay received ‘a very acceptable present’ of a dozen
pounds of potatoes in the late 18th century, he was so delighted that he organised a
high society dinner party to share this ‘rare vegetable".”

The earliest reference to potatoes in West Bengal is as recent as 1879, when the British
Resident of Darjeeling wanted to establish a botanical garden there after having
obtained potato seeds from England. If the potato arrived in West Bengal in 1879, then
Nawab Wajid Ali Shah would be dead only 8 years later. What chance is there that he
or his chefs were responsible for introducing potato into the birgani? And even if they
did, it would make more sense to say that they did it to add a rare and exotic ingredient
to the dish, rather than to replace expensive protein with cheap starch!

Rashik’s investigation was now stalled. He was frantically looking for an answer o his
last question. He couldn’t find a satisfactory answer; instead he realised that the debate
continues to this day. The most plausible answer was hidden in a write-up by Kolkata-
based food writer Poorna Banerjee, who said that while Wajid Ali Shah may have
introduced bingm to Kolkata, he had nothing to do with the addition of potato to the
dish. “Adding potatoes to biryani happened after the 1950s as biryani gained
popularity among the masses and ordinary Kolkatans found the meat-heavy dish too

expensive.”

It doesn't really matter, Rashik thought. The Kolkata biryani is relished just as much as
its Lucknow/Awadhi and Hyderabadi counterparts. And occupying pride of place is
its signature ingredient - the potato.

Kolkata's famous biryani is not just to die for; every serving contains a delicious piece of
history. And the “history” in the dish lies in the potato, the Kolkata version of the biryani
being the only one to include the root vegetable in what is essentially a preparation of
meat and rice. So, who put the potato in the Kolkata biryani? While there's an oft-told
tale to explain this, the truth may be quite different.

Rashik decided every biryani is unique in its own way, it is history served in a plate,
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Memories of Faith
~Soumanetra Basu

It was only the other day I came across the countdown to Malalaya on Facebook.
Twenty days...the wait before The Wait leading to the main event, Durga Pujo. As
every vyear, it seemed that some part of the world is perched in breathless
anticipation to immerse itself in the sights, sounds, smells and taste of Kolkata at its
festive best. As children, on Mahalaya, it felt burdensome to wait for even a week
before the books could be packed away and the school bag emptied out. The sleep-
drowned chant over the radio at four in the morning, the sun rays hitting the
drooping eves and Doordarshan screen meant only one thing—Maa Durgae was
gearing up to whisk away routine from the yvoung and the old.

One hardly escapes the myopic magic of youth where everything seems to play out
for our pleasure alone. In my young eyes, my parents’ celebration was at best a
walered-down version of mine, As new colours swished against my school uniform
in the wardrobe from as early as August, my father would find time only after the
customary visit to the Princep Ghaat on Malwlaya to take my mother and
grandmaother for their festival quota of two sarees each from Basak. While he himself
recycled the panjabis that carried the stain of the cholar dal from five Pujos ago.
Surely, their prayers too must have been a lot less fervent when compared to the
devout faith of a school girl, negotiating the fate of examinations across those
precious five days.

Shasltihi was the start of the holidays for most of us. As an escape from the everyday
humdrum, my mother too rushed out in the morning when the loudspeakers in the
neighbourhood summoned the women folk to aid and abet the rituals marking each
day of the Pujo. But how did the break make a difference to her life when she never
got to sleep in as I could? And vet, why then would I wake up to her biggest hug
and a spring in her step? As [ munched through the elaborate breakfast spread, put
together painstakingly to mark the day, transfixed by Chutti Chutti, my father would
rush to catch the train to office, shouting out a “Shubho Shashthi...” on his way out.
My only task in the day was to break into my new shoes, climbing the stairs up and
down to commence the pandal hopping.

Later in the evening, as we stood sweating in the October heat under the glaring
festooned bulbs, I would catch my father stifling an occasional yawn or my mother’s
eves searching for a chair. That however never cut short the day’s agenda of pandal
visits to outrival my friends and neighbours. Hour after hour, days into years, those
magical evenings seemed infinite. The moments of childhood and adolescence
merging into a happy blur of wonder years of Kolkata Pujo —the phuchka, jhalmuri,
candyfloss dripping onto the new dress; my sticky young fingers fondling the
trigger over my father's hands taking a shaky aim at the roadside balloon props; or
the dlaak beats making friends of strangers, cutting short a heated bargaining spell.
The evenings carried on into the nights and sometimes even dawn, till I collapsed
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against the soft folds of my mother's saree, nestled at the back of the taxi, heading
home to get some sleep before the morning anjali of the following day.

Those times now [lit across only video screens while my parents try to engage my
son with tales from Kolkata Pujo of years ago. I wonder if 1 have the empathy and
inspiration to call upon a similar magic for my son growing up far from the land of
my childhood. Will those simple pleasures impress a child born into a generation
much removed from ours? | believe these no longer have a place in our lives and can
only remain ensnared in innocence, untouched by the passing of time. We still count
down to the five da Vs of worship but in a land stranger Lo our faith and customs, our
jovs altered as our prayers.

With Best Wishes from

Dipankar Mukutmoni,
Sushweta Mukutmoni,

and Indrajit Mukutmoni

Mrs. & Mr. Ajay Jakhotia
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Live moare,

Bank less

DBS Private Bank
Access the best from the World's Best Bank

Qutstanding Performance in Private Banking by Bloomberg Businessweek
(2022)

Best Asian Private Bank by Asiamoney
(2020, 2021)

Best Private Bank in Asia Pacific by Global Finance
(2019-2021)

Hong Kong's Best Bank by Euromoney
(2022)

Hong Kong's Best International Bank by Asiamoney
(2022)

Best International Bank in Hong Kong by FinanceAsia
(2022)

In Hong Kong, DBS Private Bank is the private banking divislon of DBS Bank (Hong Kong) Limited,
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Bengali Association of Brazil

In 2011, missing their homeland and pining to fill the void during
the Pujo, the lion hearted Bengalis in Sao Paulo decided to take a
major plunge. Supported by a couple of Indian consulate personnel,
Sujit Biswas (da) & Kamaljeel Singh, a dream was realized- Ma
Durga came to Sao Paulo.

A handful of Sac Paule Bengalis hosted the event for the whole
Indian community, and everyone jumped in to participate. It was a
first for many, and the Durgolsar cut across varied state
origins and cultures as people came together to
celebrate the Pujo with devotion and enthusiasm. They
took part in all the traditions of Durga Pujo, from
Pushpanjalt to Sandln pujo to the holy yagna, and
revelled in Sindur khela and the dance of mixed cultures
to the beats of the dhol. And of course, in keeping with
the gastronomic tradition of Bengal, there was a
homemade array of bhog delicacies.

Although the past two years have presented their own set of
challenges with the start of the pandemic, the tradition of this
single day Durga puja has successfully been carried on for
the last 11 years, spearheaded by the lady priestess Ratnabali
Adhikari, with the support of old and new Bengali families
in 5a0 Paulo and markedly with active participation of a
tamily of University Professors from Manaus. The baton has
now successfully passed on to the younger brigade, to uphold the tradition of
Sarbojonin Durga pujo - the only one in the whole of Latin America.
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Kabhi Alvida Na Kahena....

~Rajdeep Mojumder

In the early 1970s, a 19-year-old teenager from Bengal had just
moved to Mumbai (erstwhile Bombay) and wanted to make his
mark as a music composer with a difference. It was the era when
the hindi film music was dominated by music directors RD
Burman, Laxmikant-Pyarelal and Kalyanji-Anandji. But this
& e teenager was no ordinary talent. He had already composed
BESt C OIM ID n W A music for a Bengali film “Dadu”(1969) at the age of 17 in which
il Mangeskar sisters and Manna De sang for him. That's quite a
feat to achieve at such an early age.

Born to classical singer/musician parents Bansuri & Aparesh

@m m % . Lahiri in ]nlpaiguri, West BE'I[EBL he started Flﬂ}fi.“g tabla at the
tender age of 4 under his parent’s able guidance and soon gained wide popularity
across Bengal as a labla prodigy by the name of “Master Bapi”. No prize for guessing,

Master Bapi is none other than our beloved Bappi Lahiri (born Alokesh Lahiri). Lata
Mangeshkar spotted his talent and recommended him to be trained formally under the

reputed tabla player Pandit Samta Prasad of Lucknow Gharana. Many may not know;
RD Burman was also a disciple of Samta Prasad. By the time he turned 11 years old, he
started creating his own tunes. His father loved one of his tunes so much that he even
recorded a song in that tune as a singer himself. He was destined to be a tunesmith.
Like RD Burman rhythm was his forte and 80s Hindi film music stands testimony to
that.

Bappi Lahiri's journey in Hindi film music started with “Nanha Shikari” (1973). He then
composed music for Parvin Babi's debut film, “Charitra”(1973), “Bazar Band
Karo("1974) and “Ek Ladki Badnaam Si" (1974). But it was Tahir Husain's “Zakhmee”
(1975) which proved to be a turning point in his career. Songs “Jalta hai Jiva mera” and
“Aao tumhe chand pe leh jaye” from the film became popular and gave him
recognition. Bappi Lahiri had arrived!! “Tahir Husain was my Santa Claus, my lucky
charm” said Bappi Lahiri in one of his interviews. “Zakhmee” was not his first
association with Tahir Husain, It was the film “Madhosh” (1974), where he did the
background score while RD Burman composed the music. While talking about this film,
Bappi Lahiri once narrated that his father was not sure if he could live up to the
expectation considering his inexperience. So, he asked Tahir Husain to get approval
from RD Burman and only after the later accepted, Bappi came onboard.

Anocther 70s film which upped the game for Bappi was “Chalte Chalte”(1976). All the
songs of this film were chartbusters. One of the songs from this film “Chalte chalte,
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mere yeh geet vaad rakhna.” became almost an anthem for him. Whenever he
performed on the stage, he would always end with this song. Kishore Kumar who sang
this song in the film was also fond of it. He even told Bappi Lahiri that this song will be
remembered by the listeners for many decades to come. If one would search the original
song in Youtube today, the video for this track has almost 25 Million views and still
increasing. In 1979, Bappi Lahiri for the very first time went for live shows in US.
During this time, one evening in a Chicago night club he saw the D] playing songs from
John Travolta film “Saturday Night Fever” with a long play record (LF) popularly
known in those days as “33 record”. Bappi asked the [J] whal he was playing, and the
DJ replied “Disca”. He liked the beats so much that he fell in love with this genre of
music. This evening probably gave birth to the “Disco King” in Bappi Lahiri and 1980s
Hindi film music was testimony to that,

By the end of 1970s, there was an urge for new sounds and transformation in the Hindi
film music. Young audience wanted something different. In 1982 another Bengali chap
debuted in Hindi film industry. It was a dance film and the new hero required to dance
like John Travolta. So, the producer approached Bappi Lahiri and asked him to create a
completely new type of music that sounds peppy. Bappi thought Disco music would be
best suited for this film as it has beats and rhythm which is ideal for dancing. Rest is
history. The film was titled “Disco Dancer” (1982). It was a special film. While at one
hand it introduced super star Mithun Chakraborty, on the other hand it started Disco
wave in Hindi film music which continued till 1988, Be it “1 am a Disco Dancer” or
"Auva Auva Koi Yahan Nache" or "Yaad Aa Raha Hai" sung by Bappi himself, all the
songs were chartbusters globally.

Another song from the same film, “Jimmy Jimmy Aaja Aaja” is still popular worldwide,
so much so that it is one of the most translated songs in different languages including
Fussian and Chinese. This song was part of the original score for Adam Sandler’s movie
“You Don’t Mess with the Zohan"(2008). It was also used as background soundtrack for
219  Tamil film “Super Deluxe”, TheBritish Sri  Lankan alternative
rapper M.LA. covered the song as "Jimmy" in 2007 for her album “Kala”. London’s
World Book of Records honoured Bappi Lahiri for his contribution to global music with
this immaortal song. Bappi Lahiri also won the “China Gold Award” for this song, the
first Indian composer to win this award. These days there is a trend to judge movies
through the revenue numbers they earn like a 100 crores film or a 500 crores film. Back
in 80s, this was not the trend. Ticket prices in theatres were also much lower than that of
today. One would be surprised to know that “Disco Dancer” was the first Indian film to
gross more than 100 crores worldwide. This was largely possible because of Bappi
Lahiri's disco melody which appealed to all back then and even today.
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Throughout the 80s Bappi Lahiri and Mithun Chakraborty collaborated to give many
hits, like "Kasam Paida Karne Wale Ki"(title track for the movie with same name),
"Mausam Hain Gaane Ka" (film:Suraksha) , Zoo Zoo Zoobie Zooby ( film:Dance Dance)
to name a few. The song “Zoo Zoo Zoobie Zooby” was sang by Alisha Chinai who was
a newcomer then. Another such collaboration happened with Jitendra. Together they
had 12 blockbuster films within a span of 1.5 years. All of them celebrated silver Jubilee
in the box office. Interestingly not a single song was based on the disco genre. Songs
like “Nainon Mein Sapna” and "Taki O Taki” from “Himmatwala”(1983), "Pyar Ka
Tohfa Tera Bana Hai Jeevan Mera® and "Ek Aankh Maroon To Parda Hat Jaye® from
“Tofa"(1984) would always find special mention amidst the long list of other hit songs.
Bappi Lahiri’s critics say he was not provided enough opportunities to compose tunes
based on Indian classical music, This may be true to some extent. Songs like “Kisi Nazar
Ko Tera Intezar Aaj Bhi Hai” from “ Aitbaar”(1985) based on amalgamation of raag Todi
and Bhairav , "Manzilen Apni Jagah Hain" from Sharaabi (1984) based on synthesis of
raag Bhairavi and Bairagi Bhairav, Zid Na Karo from " Lahu Ke Do Rang” based on raag
Yaman and Dheere Dheere Subah Hui from “Haisivat™ (1980) based on raag Ahir
Bhairavi are superb examples of Bappi Lahiri’s talent to create Indian classical raag
based soundtracks.

Another similar composition was “Paga Ghungroo Bandh” from “Namak Halal” (1982).
This was a 12 min song,. Till date no other film has such a lengthy song to its credit. This
was probably the first time a film song had sargam played in the tune of disco. Bappi
Lahiri in one of his social media interviews recently narrated a funny incident
associated with this song. He said when he approached his favourite “Kishore mama”
to sing this song, Kishore Kumar asked him jokingly that if he considers the later to be
music maestro “Tansen” to have offered him to sing the sargams. The song was finally
recorded & when the film was released, it was a super hit. Kishore Kumar won Filmfare
award as the best singer for this song while Bappi Lahiri was awarded the best music
director for the album. It was not just Indian classical music, but Bappi Lahiri also
mixed bengali folk with disco. "Jahan Chaar Yaar Mil Jaye, Wahi Raat Ho Gulzar" and
"De De Pyar De", both from the film “Sharaabi”(1984) stands testimony to that. The
song “Jahan Chaar Yaar..” is also special for a reason that this song had a rap sung by
Amitabh Bachchan while Kishore Kumar sang the main part. Back in 1980s, no one
probably imagined of an actor rapping along with a professional singer in the same
song. There are many such examples of Bappi Lahiri's experiment with music. Many
times in his career he was accused of plagiarism, but he kept clarifying that it is just
“inspiration” and nol mere copy.

He delivered major box office successes not just in Hindi, bul also in Bengali, Telugu
and Kannada films. He also composed music for Gujrati and Marathi films. Even
though he left Kolkata (erstwhile Calcutta) at an early age, he remained connected to his
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roots throughout. Be it “Ei To Jiban”, “ Ami Ekjon Shanto Shishto” from Uttam Kumar's
last movie “Ogo Bodhu Shundori”(1981), Mangal Deep Jwele from “Pratidan™ (1983), "E
Amar Gurudakshina, Guruke Jaanai Pronam" from “Guru Dakshina”(1987) or
"Chirodini Tumi Je Aamar” from “Amar Sangi” (1987), all these songs were loved by
Bengalis and remain popular even today. Bengali matinee idol Prasenjit Chatterjee once
said that in stage shows he still gets request to sing “Chirodini Tumi Je Aamar”. Non-
film album song like “Takhan Tomar Ekush Bachar” sang by Aarti Mukherjee still
remains a favourite among Bengali listeners. He collaborated with Bengali singer Runa
Laila to produce a super hit album “SuperBuna” which sold over 1 lakh copies on the
first day of its release.

Bappi Lahiri’s musical journey was inspiring to say the least. In 1986, he was recognised
by Guinness World Records for recording more than 150 songs in one year. While he
gels stereolyped as “Disco King”, butl he was gifted in many ways. He was an excellent
percussionist, singer and a style icon. He dubbed for Elton John in the Hindi version of
the Hollywood film “The Kingsman: The Golden Circle”. He also voiced the character
of “Tamatoa” in the Hindi-dubbed version of Disney's 3D computer-animated fantasy
adventure tilm "Moana”. He was a man of international repute. He was the first Indian
composer to be selected as a jury member in the Grammy Awards. His iconic track
“Come Closer” from the movie “Kasam Paida Karne Wale Ki” (1984) was included in
the Oscar nominated film “Lion” (2016).

He idolized Elvis Presley from the childhood and wanted to wear fashionable clothes
like him. He loved gold and considered it to be lucky, so much so that once when he
met Michael Jackson, the later asked for his gold chain with a Ganesha locket, but Bappi
Lahiri refused to give it to him, He was so conscious about his dressing style with gold
jewellery that he even patented it. “Ooh La La Tu Hai Meri Fantasy” from the film
“Dirty Picture” (2011) and “Tune Maari Entivaan”™ from the film "Gunday™(2014) were
his last hits. He was one of those music composers of his era who found acceptance
among the young audience of 21% century. His songs like “Tamma Tamma Loge” from
“Thanedaar”™ (1991), “"Ek Aankh Maaru To” from “Tofa”(1984) and several others were
remixed by music arrangers of present generation.” Nightclubs, discotheques still play
his songs and partygoers love to groove in those tunes. Bappi Lahiri was a cute rockstar
who had a sweet eternal space in every music lover's heart, the relation being best
described through his classic hil.....
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.I MARINER MARINE SERVICE & ENGINEERING LIMITED

MARINER MARINE SERVICE & ENGINEERING LIMITED Is the leading maring sanvics provider in China, it was
founded in Jiangin in 2015, its business has extended to the following: Stores, Provisions Supply, Export, Safaty,
Enginesring Sarvica, Spare Parts Supply, Offshore & Cruise supply, Logistics Services. Mariner specializes in providing
comprehensive madine and offshore serdice 1o all kinds of vessals home and abroad.

Global Service Network

With headquarters in JiangYin, where our own service network is the strongest in China. Qur strong and close
connaction with partners all over the world enables us to provide solulions globally. We are commiflad 1o achiaving lotal
cusiomer satisfaction and aiming to be your Reliable & Responsive partner in marine and offshore industry. We focus on
expartizing and diversitying cwr services and products to create the bast value for cur customars consistantly. while
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SHE

The Bangla poem "Banalata Sen" was written in 1942 by the famous and popular
poet Jibanananda Das. One of the most read, recited and talked about poems in
Bangla, Banalata Sen has captured the hearts and minds, and indeed, the
imagination, of countless people from Bengal. To date, it remains a mystery
whether a woman named Banalata Sen really existed or whether she was the
poet’s muse. Below is an English translation of this famous work; in keeping with
the mystery of the female protagonist’s identity, the translators decided to just

name her "She".
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SHE
Translated by Mahasweta Majumdar
with Bibhas Chandra Bhattacharya

For thousands of years I'm wandering through this world.
From the sea of Ceylon to that of Malaya,

[ travebed alone: | was there in haze in Buddhists' world,
Also far from that in Vidarva - the city of gloom,

I'm am afflicted life, the roars of lives ane all round me,
And from whom, [ had peace for a moment - That's she.

Her locks are the layers of the darks of ancient Bidisha,
Her face contains the art of Shrovasti.

As a bewildered mariner finds a green grassy land ina
cinnamon island,

1 alzo beheld her Hkewise!

*Where had you been so long”, she said,

With eves uplifted Hke a nest, the home of a homeless
bird.

The evening steps at the end of the day on silent bees of
the dews.

The kite wipes oul from its wings the last smell of the sun.
When all colours of the world fades away,

The dull story of my life glitters like fireflies.

Al the birds come back o their nests,

All the rivers complete all the works of life.

There remains only darkness - me and she, to sit face to
face.
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CHENGXI SHIPYARD CO., LTD.

Durga Pujo from the perspective of a non-Bengali
SHIP REPAIR & CONVERSION / SHIPBUILDING / STEEL STRUCTURE MANUFACTURING ~Kavita Biswas

S eangg VRt ..l-'_-?ﬂi'i:} gkt ki (4 J:"‘_ ¢ T T R R e e T e s — Having been married to a Bengali for almost 20 years, Durga Pujo is a festival |
L e e ] P oL M w knew all Bengalis look forward to. After moving to Hong Kong, I observed that
*’?'_ "-r‘__ & Ay ' e b e ot D ' not even protests could dampen the enthusiasm of Bengalis celebrating Durga
~; ..-...n A e T : W . Pujo. Being a non-Bengali wife, I simply was a bystander who merely did all
' e ' that was expected - dress up well, visit the pandal, always attend the Pushpanjali

and relish the Blog.

Given Covid restrictions, last year saw a complete change in the way Durga
Pujo is held in Hong Kong. Strict government rules meant Shakti Da (our
priest), and others in the team could not travel from India. The onus of
performing the Pujo fell on a few people here. [t was at this juncture that [ got
a call asking if 1 would be willing to lend a helping hand. Thinking that this
will be a chance to participate in the activities and to learn more about the
traditions, | agreed. And immediately after, self-doubt began to surface; with
questions like will I be able to manage, will I be able to do everything right,
what if I messed up, doing rounds through my mind. 1 was all knots and
needles.

BHENGXI SHIPYAHD YUUH BEST EHDIBE When I reached the Pujo venue, I had absolutely no clue of what I was expected
I to do. It seemed as if the efficient team had done it all. 1 was wondering if there
was something wrong in my understanding. However, once the rituals started,
UNE STDP SEBUIGE Tu SHIP HEPAIR & GDNUEHSIHN all my doubts and anxieties disappeared. I was guided on what to do, how to
do. Every ritual was explained in detail along with what all things that would
be required to be ready for the rituals. The lovely ladies welcomed me with
open arms and never let me feel I was non-Bengali. Every effort was
. " appreciated.
Address: No.1 Hengshan Road, Jiangyin, Jiangsu, PRC, 214433 i ey o o
£ NExXL day, iNe LOVETNIMment 1s5ue e warning of a typ n , QUICE Ca
Phone: 86-510-81668150(Ship Repair) at 530 am had me rushing to the kitchen to [%Wpﬂﬂ? the Bliog, because we
E-mail: cssc.cxsy@chengxi.com (Ship Repair) Web : www.chengxi.com anticipated others bringing the Bliog might be late in reaching the venue.

Struggling against the rains, both my husband and I managed to reach the
venue only slightly late. Surprisingly, everyone was in great spirits with things
going as per schedule. People arrived on time and in high spirits not bothering
about adverse weather warnings.

During this Pujo, I learned new things every day. Instead of losing patience with
me, the elders explained each and every step, starting from how to decorate and
serve the Bhoger thala, how many portions of soaked rice to include, the exact
way of putting it in the Pujo thala, to how to open the Lotus blooms, to the
significance of some of the customs like playing the shankh (conch).

As days passed, 1 was privileged to be able to sit in the pandal for the full day. I
learnt there were so many small things that made up the rituals surrounding the
Pujo. From morning to night, there were many things that we needed to keep
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track of, things not everyone realizes. Right from pre-planning for the next
day’s activities to trying to improvise on the spot when managing the crowd, S”\/ll:)l_Y SHO ES
such as the time when we had to use cups to give out prasad after we ran out of

bags since we did not anticipate so many visitors. I must thank the kids here

who rose to the occasion and helped in making prasad packets when the elders HONG KONG
were busy handing them out.

This Pujo was one where all rituals were patiently explained, with the meaning
of the prayers shared by the priest. Since the prayers are in complex Sanskrit
with Bangla pronunciation, earlier | used to say the prayers without a full
understanding of the verses; however, all the traditions became clear this time
around, right from Kanya puja, to the 1000 lights.

For many of us, Pujo was also an opportunity to flaunt our saris and jewelry
while for others it was about chit chat and gossip. However, after getting the

opportunity to work closely on the actual aspects of the Pujo I realized that it * K11 Art Hall-!ﬁﬂﬁl-hnui Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
isn’t just a mere celebration; rather, it is an emotion. It is an occasion toimmerse ' :

ourselves fully in Sevw in the real context, to become one with Maa, to welcome Tel: (852) 236603987 Email:info@simplyshoes.com  www.simplyshoes.com
her and then say goodbye.. going through this process of attachment and ' R — - — T

detachment I finally realized why Bisarjon is full of laughter and tears.
Email:info@simplyshoes.com www simplyshoes.com

This has by far been the best Pujo experience in my entire life, a Pujo of learning,
of bonding, and of finally becoming a Bengali Bou in letter, and in spirit,

Thank you HKBA and others for helping me create such wonderful memories.

Best Durga Puja Wishes from
HRIDI INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
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PPG SIGMA
SAILADVANCE NX

Ultra-premium antifouling performance.
Built for the future

PPG SIGMA SAILADVANCE NX has

been specifically developed o provide
maximum hull protection against fouling.
Its zinc methacrylate binder combined with
Controlled Surface active Polymers (CSP)
technologies has been cleverly designed
to overcome the most commaon challenges
associated with existing marine antifouling
technology. PPG SIGMA SAILADVANCE NX
delivers improved power efficiency and COg
savings, resulting in lower total operational
costs and improved compliance with IMO
Carbon measures.

Find out more at ppgpmc.com
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India’s Premier Public Sector Bank having wide
network of more than 3,000 Service Unils
spread all over India & also having Overseas presence in
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Hong Kong & Singapore

4 We deal in all important International Currencies

< We offer Trade Finance, ECB, etc.
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“e-Remittance of INR” facility to any Bank in India
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For details, please visit our Website at: www.ucobankhongkong.com

Hong Kong Bengali Association * Durga Puja 2022




MZZAIT 2022

1 12 T ]
1 2
2 3 5
10
3 4 6 11
7 g 8 11
8 4

24,000 *

seafarers R TN

Y, ST &0 WA Y. KK 7 21 =25 smeera s =r=
1,000

shore professionals

2 ASTA IFE AT 3, (P9 959 10|
w0, 4 S CT=IEE w, FEWE JA 4T (A = 98
8. ST T4 & Bl 8. STHE 90 (9 COTY S5 SH

&. WHBE &. (I WL forEE e, (7 (78 I0e

b, STHIF A T AT4Te 98 56" AT B

q (A eSS I A yoE Aty | . (92 WwaT oy &7, A0y owe omfE
AMYTS A CrE T

. TS AU 2 q, KK 01 B (510, A8 5F @0y
. AT WG 5 (S @A | b 2 g 4, 2eafees F

%0, TEAG -- (SIS A | &, (1, TATRE ST LG B

DOING IT RIGHT
THE FLEET WAY

Our pecple are at the heart of what we do. \We 23, & W] &P Lo R A €= I )
learn from each other, grab every opportunity we y2. fiffg snewm -- @ 8 ﬁ'm?l Y. (12 BT ==
can, and pave our journey together step by step. =3 WY Y ZEFTE, EeivieleiirEll

For us, FLEET s famuily o ﬁﬂaﬂ m

Koy miore: v flieetship.com

Fleet Management Limited Fieet Management Limited
2T, South Bland Place, 3 Wong Chuk Harmg Boad, Horg Kong & Caraaw] Group Loy

1198 B300 E Fmi@leetship oo W e, Sl b oo

Hong Kong Bengali Association * Durga Puja 2022



ofrzzenfir 2022 - B@a
S5 Syrefefer
PREL Y, B
2. o 2. Gee
@, T o, fGTFE=E
8, SIS 8. Iafe
¢ . SAH &, S
b, HEHS b, SR
q, WG q, WEfeAr
b, W b Gifel
&, FETSILSN ».ConyfE
yo, R yo. @9
Yy, ARl Yy, HHAE
Y2, P v, YR

RS)

RS JEWELLERS

Wishing you a

L & £r) . L
Trap ey WA lga Palga
: - o i ._'f

Sheop GI12, Holiday Inn Golden Mile, 50 Nathan Reod. Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
WhatsApp: +852 6035 9149 | deepak@rsjewellers.com | www.rsjewellers.com

Durga Pujo flowers sponsored by

Tina Mitra
Abhijit Ghosh




WIWW.URDERUNLINEZHR LOGITICA

= Meelabh Kumar

(i) Find the missing shape.

(a) PE9D | (PP
22 || 99| P |0 e ?
I
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(b) @ 1] @ :H: :
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(ii) Number Cell

In the next puzzle, the cells are arranged in a way such that the
number in each grey cell is the sum of numbers in its left and
right cell. Additionally, the number in the grey cell is the sum
. L T, - of numbers in the cell above and below it (wherever applicable).
Corry Lesd AN Matia v 7B _ _ i fl Please refer to the example below for clarification. Find the
100220 s . WP value of A. Importantly, can you find a way to solve it without using
pen and paper?

OOHK Exclusive

Example ¢ —_—

(iii) Mental calculation

From the starting position of a dice in the
problem below, find the final position of the
dice after performing these specified steps
(L-F-R-C-L-CC) using mental calculation.
Here number 5 is facing you and number 4
is on your left side

Note: Here LF-R-CL-CC refers to  [B-3 'ﬂ'ﬂ -0-383
movements of dice in Left, Forward, Right,

Clockwise, Counter-Clockwise direction moves respectively.

fnml I]elmnru fverywhere in Hong Knng Copyigh © 2018 Nedabh Kuma.
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Answers Lo logitica

_ R Greetings for Durga Puja

DY)
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With Best Compliments

(1) 17/4. To solve it without IILiiI'IE"_ pen and pencil, you need to find out

relationship between ditterent cells of the puzzle,

(iii] Have you found a way to do mental calculation? In final position of the
dice, 4 is on the top and 3 is on the right side.

- Gurmit & Rani Singh

With best wishes for

HEALTH, WEALTH

&
&00D FORTUNE from A well wisher

Best Wishes for Durga Puja
GRG Corporation

3/Fl., Bel Trade Commercial Bldg.,
1-3 Burrows Street,

Wanchai, Hong Kong

Email: rani@netvigator.com

Tel: 28931628

on bhis auspiciows occasion

SYGNUS MARINE (HK) LTD

SURVEYORS, TRAINERE AND COMNALULTANTS

WA EYGMNUSMARIMNE. HEK




@ Products Hiuoy TecHnoLoGgY CompAany LIMITED
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HiTorque TorQuE METER

HiTorgua offers precisa tarque maaswmani of tha main
angina's cutput shaft, thrust, output power and spaed.
Real tima monitonng, Ramola readoul display

s |z || & |

Detaied Dala | | Systam Data Gat ko Pariodic
Drplany Satting Datails Calibration
of ) ] -r -
Mass FLow METER : :
The HiFlow, mass fiow meter offers real time computing, - - X |
fiwr density, flow rate, integration of flow maszs and volume. -
A robust, internal lemparature sensor providas real lime %_. f
maasurements of flow tempearature. el 2
| " ' » Tz ) {Eh 4e '
| Indepandant display unit [Vayage indication function |:!": |_== | j’l'i[__-:-- -Iaqlk::l |:"-| I'L-
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HiFlow
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HiIROQV

e HiRow O movemant n all drections. Can hover
acturately in any attitude arnd used for pholographing,

ohservation and operation from any angie

¥ B Vectored-Thrustars tayout OMMNI Movamant

»» Faater Movament, 3 Knoia Anti=Flow

> 4K EIE Image SiabiEration Camana

¥ Anti-Stuck Motor, More Safe and Raeliable Opearation

Taken For Granted: Hong Kong's Positive Side
~ Shriya Dutta

Over these past few years, Hong Kong has been through a lot. From protests, to strict
enforcing of laws about Covid-19. So I am here to shine some light on Hong Kong,
Asia’s World City.

We all know that India is very diverse, but have any of you ever thought about how
diverse Hong Kong is? Due to the fact that Hong Kong has been under the influence of
both the British and Chinese, we offer a unique culture that is a worldly blend of the
East and the West. We have cathedrals, while also maintaining our respects to the
Chinese Gods and Goddesses by going to temples.

Hong Kong holds many titles, but one stands out. Hong Kong is also known as a
shopper's paradise. Hong Kong provides a very different experience than other
countries, but in a good way. You can go shop in big malls, keeping up with the latest
trends. You can buy some Dior, while, in walking distance, small shops where you can
buy useful appliances for cheap prices. Some of the duty-free shops even sell produts
cheaper than where they were produced. Just be sure you're there during sale season!

Hong Kong is known for many things. But the iconic landmarks and scenic view are
one that cannot be mistaken for other cities. Hong Kong has an unmistakable skyline
that anyone can recognize. With the bank of China in it's unique style, and the tallest
building in Hong Kong (International Commerce Center), you can’t miss it. After all
that you heard about buildings, you might be surprised by the amount of nature you
can find in Hong Kong as well. Aside from trees around the sidewalks, big grassy
parks, and glamping/camping grounds, Hong Kong has up to 535 hiking trails. What a
number! But these are just some of the things that you can see during the day. At night,
all the buildings light up. On particularly cloudless days, you can connect the dots to
make entire buildings. A special thing that only Hong Kong has, the “Symphony of
Lights"”. It is a grand 10 minute show, involving lights, lasers, and music. Almost 42
buildings take part in making the show happen across Victoria harbors. The Guinness
World Records states that the “Symphony Of Lights" is the world’s largest and most
permanent light and sounds show.

Owerall, it is clear that no matter how tough the going gets, Hong Kong will forever
remain as a supporter, catering to your every need. Seriously, there is nothing in Hong
Kong that you can’t find.




LFSS

for Methanol/LPG/Ammonia 75th Partition Anniversary

—— \ Low-flashpoint Fuel Supply System ~Sabyasachi Dutta

With the strokes of the midnight clock on 14th August 1947, nearly after three
centuries of colonial rule, a country got its first freedom, splitting the country into
two, Hindu-majority India and Muslim-majority Pakistan, a region set apart by more

Sy than 1,500 kilometres. The partition that came with our independence trlgbered one

e of the biggest human migrations in our civilisation. This forever changed the

FGSS for LNG/LEG geupulith:s» of ‘_Euuth Asia; and aln‘u:fst_lwent:,r five years later, _Banglade&h was born
' from East Pakistan. Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s demand for Pakistan led to one of the

Fuel Gas SUFFIF System / biggest Hindu Muslim riots in India in August 1946, in Calcutta (now known as
Kolkata), killing thousands of people over five days in the Bengal Province (now
Indian state of West Bengal). Subsequent months experienced many communal
fights, particularly in Bengal and Punjab, the two states that had been split by the
partition. As India and Pakistan prepared for Independence, Jawaharlal Nehru was

= WEP, A -_ﬁ GHS to become the first prime minister of independent India and Jinnah was to be the
M b i for LNG/LPG/LCOZ/ Ammonia president of Muslim-majority state Pakistan. Strangely though, while the premise of

i Indian independence was its partition, the actual border (Radcliffe Line) would
\'\ Cargo Handing System come after two days on 17th Aug, perhaps the last legacy of the divide and rule
: policy of the British overseen by the then viceroy Lord Mountbatten.

‘. British lawyer Sir Cyril Radcliffe arrived in India on 8th July 1947, on the

invitation of Lord Mountbatten to draw a line on the map that will divide Hindu

Tt majority lands from Muslim majority ones in a most “equitable” way. Sir Radcliffe

was a brilliant lawvyer but he neither had any border making experience nor had he

DE—G El'hﬂrl . ever been to India = it was thnught to be adva.ntagmus to both parties in to maintain
[T T neutrality.. With less than 5 weeks to go, Sir Radcliffe had the arduous task to draw

Carbon Capture / not one but two lines : one for Bengal in the east and another for Punjab in the west.
o MNeedless to mention Sir Radcliffe’s proposal created a stir of disapproval from both
sides. Even before he had completed his work, rumours and speculations on the

proposed lines led to deadly violence on the ground. India and Pakistan continued

to be twin for those two days and with long borders undefined. some towns raised

both Indian and Pakistani flags. Violence followed to levels unseen once the line was

¥ —

EGCS drawn. Bouts of ethnic cleansing became the norm for the following decades with al
3 least 1-2 million people dead and more than 10-20 million displaced. The border
\ Exhaust Gas Cleaning System may have been drawn in haste and in an arbitrary manner, but it is hard to see how

. any new religion based border across an integrated land was not anticipated to lead
to chaos, viclence and bloodshed.

/4

A vast population of today’s India who were born after the partition are largely
unaware of the dreadful event behind our independence, The liberal ideals of our

» r‘! ContiN2G jﬂf ; ContiCryo Enunders have long heenr forgotten. The families that were hml;len and who end:ured

hardship across generations have been largely forgotten. While recently a private
museum was created in Amritsar, Punjab (https:/ fwww partitionmuseum.org/) to
remember all those millions of unknown faces, a tragedy similar in scale to the
holocaust remains largely unnoticed by the world at large.

¥ Cryogenic Piping System

MNitrogen Generation System

G4 contact Info: ‘ContiOcaan Hong m Digtributor: AMS Engirieering Limited
©2-1002 SITC Kin i Qiao Rd 1599 Pudong Shanghai China Riwm 503, Chinechem Exchange Squara. Mo 7 fio Wan
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Dr.Fix It All

Your satisfaction is
our priority

v/ Handyman Services

/" Office/Residential moving

v Painting

/" Full house renovation

/" Plumbing & Electrical work

v Custom-make Furniture

/" Terrace Power-washing

/ Installation & repairing of awnings/canopies
v/ Servicing all kinds of air-conditioners

<] 2525 0055 sales@drfixitall.hk
© 9828 0996 www.drfixitall.hk
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Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes - L

| Mrs. And Mr Ramakant Agrawal
Brightex Enterprises

=

Unit E, 18/F Gemstar Tower
23 Man Lok Street, Hung Hom, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tel: 3962 2299
Fax: 2311 1469
E-mail: ramakant@brightex.net

STATE BAKE OIF | MDA

{RBank incorporated in India with Limited Liability}

HONG KONG

The largest Indian Bank and premier Indian Financial Services Group

Contact us for the following products and services
At Hong Kong!!

DEPOSITS AND REMITTANCES

% Fixed Depasits In all Major Currencles at
attractive interest rates

& Savings and Current Accounis

+ Special Window for NRI Customers

# Overdraft Account against Fixed Deposits

#Instant Remiltance at attractive rates

Email : vpdeposits.hk@statebank.com

TREASURY PRODUCTS
# Central Treasury located at Hong Kong for

2ll Overseas Branches in Asia
* Trading in Foreign Exchange in all major
currencies at attractive rates
o Swaps, Options, Forward Contracts and
other Innovative Derivative Products to
meet customer requirements
Email : het.hk@statebank.com

Best Wishes for Durga Puja

from A well wisher

SYNINCATION LOANS

¥ Foreign Currency Loans for Indian Cos
+ Syndicated Loans for Corporates

Email : vpsynd1.hk@statebank.com

TRADE FINANCE SERVICES

% Letters of Credit/ Bank Guarantees

* Buyer's Credit for Imports into India

% Supplier's Credit/Negotiation of LC Bills
o Collection of Bills under LC/Mon-LLC
Email ; vptrade.hk@statebank.com

Visit us for better pricing and excellent services!
State Bank of India, Hong Kong Branch
14™ & 15" Fioor, Central Tower
28 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong
Tel : (852) 2597 1222 Fax: (852) 2868 1966

Stala Bank of India 5 77 208 R & A0 B -

JAI MAATA DI | AW ARAa xR RRAARRN K8

Simla Bank of India | 0 member of lhe Deposd
wEERHS
DEFOSIT T ;
PROTECTION Buartk are probacied by thi Scheams wp oo limit of

SCHEME HKSE500,000 por dopositor,

FProtection  Schame. Eligible depoaia thkan by this

Far details on Deposiy Provection Schente and efigible deposits, please visit onr webslte hips:ihk starebank




Best wishes for Durga Puja

from A well wisher

Qingdao = Hong Kong = Singapore = Houston = Zhoushan

Work scope

® ICU FIVA HPS | 35 ® LDM ELE MM &

® Electronic controlled Diesel ® In-situ Machining MiHT
Engi R i
iR R ® Laser Cladding i

Address: West Songashan Road, Alrport Industrial Park, Chengyang District,
Qingdan, Shandong, P. R. China
Telephone: +B6-532-66962186  Mobile: +86-13325028966
Email; gingdac@metalock.cn Fax: +B6-532-06962187
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© GOLD STAR LINE
Aiv?v Ship It Simple

With Best Complements
<L for

Durga Puja

goldstarline.com



Introducing

The world's
18t smart dosa maker.

EVOCHEF
EC Flip




