


+% Company History

Oceanlink Marine Engineering Co., Ltd. (Oceanlink) , established in 2003, has more than 20
years ship-repairs/services and store/spare supply experience, under the guidance of Quality
Management System of DNV-GL I1SO 9001:2015.

% Professional Field

Routine inspection/service:

Voyage repair including deck, machinery, electrical, automation & radio items

Lifeboat inspection, approved by ABS, BV, DNV, KR, LR & NK, flag Panama and Liberia,
Firefighting service, approved by ABS, BV, DNV, IRS, KR, LR & NK

Underwater inspection, approved by ABS, BV, DNV, KR, LR, NK & RINA

Thickness measurement, approved by ABS, BY, DNV, IRS, LR, NK & RINA

Advantage items:

¢ Boiler repair/re-tubing, with WPS & Welders approved by ABS, BV, DNV, LR & NK, and
workshop approval from DNV & LR
Propeller repair, with WPS & welders approved by DNV, KR & LR under material of CU3,
and WPS & welders approved by LR under material of CU4, and workshop approval from
DNV
M/E pneumatic system servicing with Nabtesco trained engineers
Valve remote control system and tank level gauge/draft gauge servicing,
pressure/temperature controller and M/E & AJE viscometer servicing, with Yamatake &
Makakita trained engineers
" Hydraulic system troubleshooting, health check and maintenance/overhauling of
YOUNG GREEN SHIPS Windlass/winch hydraulic motor/pump/control block, Hatch cover cylinderfhydraulic
pump/motor/gear box/control block, Deck crane hydraulic pump/motor/brake/gear
Maodern Fleet of Bulk Carriers Environmental initiatives Designed for Seafarer Welfare box/control block, Provision crane & hose handling crane, etc
over One Million MT Deadweight Cutting emissions for d

f‘f'.'.-’Cm'gD -'qg{' 4 }—‘E'!{I(S SUSHIfIJEIb-rf_‘ P;Uﬂl:'t “Shff} D"‘r’ﬂer. ':'I-I [hE YEI(N .ldl'v'l.-"ﬂr'd” "‘ Resnurce Advantage
2021 & 2022

® All above services/repairs shall be done by our own teams.
@« Hold all major class approval certificates relate to routine inspection/service.

+*% Contact Us

Add: Floor 8, New World Plaza, No.9 Fuzhou South Road, 266071, Qingdao, China
Tel: +86 532 83096836/7/8/9 Fax: +86 532 8386 1910
E-mail: info@oceanlinkmarine.com Http: /'www.oceanlinkmarine.com

Cheflaram Shipping (Hong Kong) Limited, Room {408 Dina House, | | Duddell Street, Central, Hong Kong Customer Firs t’ Service Foremost
Tel +852 2973-6111 ma Fax +852 3747-8030 www.cheliship.com
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Hong Kong Azadu Ka
Bank incorporated in Inl:lla Amrnit MahotsaV

with limited liability

State Bank of India, Hong Kong ("SBIHK") has been functioning in Hong Kong since 1978 and
offers a wide range of retail and wholesale banking products and services.

State Bank of India (“SBI”), a Fortune 500 company, is an Indian Multinational, Public Sector
Banking and Financial services statutory body headquartered in Mumbai, with a rich
heritage and legacy of over 200 years.

SBI has a vast network of over 22,405 domestic branches in India and global presence across
time zones through 235 offices in 29 foreign countries. (as on 31.03.2023)

SBI's Ratings:

Baa3/Stable/P-3 ————— Moody's
BBB-/Stable/A-3 ————— S&P
BBB-/Stable/F-3 Fitch Ratings

S&P: Standard & Poor's
Ratings as on 31.03.2023

Contact Us Our Address

Tel : (852) 2597 1222 15/F Central Tower,

Fax :(852) 2868 1966 28 Queen’s Road Central
Post : GPO Box 10125, Central, Hong Kong Hong Kong

Email : info.hk@statebank.com

Our Website : https://hk.statebank

Email for:

Deposits & Remittance : vpdeposits.hk@statebank.com
Trade Finance Services : vptrade.hk@statebank.com
Syndications Loans : vpsyndl hk@statebank.com

Disclaimer: Whilst every reasonable care has been taken in preparing the information and materials contained in this
advertisement, such information and materials are provided “as is” without warranty of any kind either express or implied. The
material and information contained on this advertisement is provided for general information only and should not be used as a
basis for making business decisions. The SBIHK accepts no liability and will not be liable for any loss or damage arising directly or
indirectly (including special, incidental, or consequential loss or damage] from this advertisement.

Copyright © 2023 State Bank of India, Hong Kong [Incorporated in India with limited liability). All Rights Reserved.
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CONSUL GENERAL CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA
HONG KONG

MESSAGE FROM CONSUL GENERAL

On the auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, | am delighted to extend warm
greetings to the vivacious Bengali Community in Hong Kong and the members of the
Hong Kong Bengali Association (HKBA).

Maa Durga is revered with fervour all over India. She embodies the protection
of a mother as well as the ferocious power to crush all demonic evil for the triumph of
good. | commend the theme chosen by HKBA for this year's Durga Puja — “Action
Today — Better Tomorrow”. | hope that Maa Durga inspires all of us to resolutely
pursue a better future through hard work and cooperation.

| wish you all a festive Durga Puja filled with colours, gaiety and devotion.

twant Khanatia)

16-A, United le:re a5 Quecnm\ray, Admlm]t:,r, Hung Kung, Tel: +852 3??0 9911 Fax +352 2865 4617:
e-Mail: cgofficel.hongkong@mea.gov.in; cg.hongkong@mea.gov.in; website: cgihk.gov.in



Hong Kong Bengali Association » Durga Puja 2023

Message from the President
~Dr. Pradip Putatunda

As the Durga Puja festival approaches, there is a palpable excitement among the members of
the Hong Kong Bengali Association as we finalize the details of this upcoming celebration. This
year marks a significant milestone as our vibrant Bengali community in Hong Kong has been
embracing the spirit of Durga Puja for a quarter-century.

For us, Durga Puja transcends mere festivity; it is a carnival of emotions that engulfs us in
waves of happiness. Over these five days, we immerse ourselves in the warm embrace of
tradition, exquisite cuisine, soul-stirring beats of the dhaak, and captivating cultural evenings.
While we understand that Kolkata's grandeur during this festival is unparalleled, here in Hong
Kong, we strive to recreate that unique euphoria, an experience that no Bengali would ever want
tor miss.

Durga Puja is not just a festival; it's an eagerly awaited event that unites Bengalis around the
world. As soon as the month of Aashwin approaches, the anticipation builds, and we feel the call
from the heaven, signalling Maa Durga's imminent arrival.

Durga Puja embodies reverence for the divine mother, gender equity, the triumph of good
over evil, and the victory of spiritual power over brute force. Maa Durga, the daughter who visits
her father's home with her children, brings with her a treasure trove of joy. In Hong Kong, our
celebration of Durga Puja is marked by inclusivity and grandeur, attracting people from all walks
of life. For five glorious days, the Hong Kong Bengali community transforms into a grand
celebration of art, culture, and harmony. The culmination of the festival on Dashami, complete
with "sindur khela,' is a poignant moment as we bid adieu to Maa Durga, our hearts filled with
emotion. We then begin the countdown until the next Durga Puja, eagerly awaiting those five
special days.

Our 25 years of celebrating Durga Puja in Hong Kong have never been merely a religious
occasion; it has been a creative bond that unites our community, a cultural celebration where
families from all walks of life come together to make Durga Puja their own.

On this special occasion, I fondly recall all our past members, cherishing the laughter and joy
we shared that makes our Hong Kong Bengali Association Durga Puja so unique. We are proud
to continue this spirit with our current members, patrons, and well-wishers.

Jai Maa Durga!
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f* " May the benevolence of Ma Durga

3 be on all of us at all times

‘ ‘ Heartiest congratulations to

¥) The Hong Kong Bengali Association
' on its 25th anniversary

With best wishes:
Bela & Vinod Dhariwal
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Our people are at the heart of what we do.
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Hong Kong Bengali Association « Durga Puja 2023

Message from the Vice President

Durga Puja celebrates “existence and the joy of existing” more than anything,.

The puja symbolises our eternal journey to self-realisation, not just the victory of
good over evil. Behind the evident magnificence of the rituals lies a deep spiritual
significance worth studying.

Maa is analogised with motherhood, strength, protection, destruction, and wars.
Centres around battling evils and demonic forces threatening peace, prosperity, and
dharma, representing the power of good over sin. The festival represents female
power as 'Shakti' in the Universe.

Today, the modern world and management gurus work tirelessly to execute
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, which Maa Durga showed us in the ancient ages.

Folklores say the Zamindar of Dinajpur and Malda initiated the first puja in Bengal.
According to another source, Raja Kangshanarayan of Taherpur or Bhabananda
Mazumdar of Nadiya organised the first Sharadiya Puja in Bengal in 1606.

The origin of the community puja can be attributed to the twelve friends of
Guptipara in Hooghly, West Bengal, who teamed up and collected contributions
from residents to conduct the first community puja, called the 'baro-yaari' puja, in
1790.

The baro-yaari puja was brought to Kolkata in 1832 by Raja Harinath of Cossimbazar.

The baro-yaari puja gave way to the sarbajanin or community puja in 1910 when the
Sanatan Dharmotsahini Sabha organised the first truly community puja in
Baghbazar in Kolkata with total public contribution, public control, and public
participation.

During the 1920s and 1930s, the beginning of community puja transformed Durga
Puja from a rich men's puja to a people's festival, as freedom fighters made good use
of the change.

The human mind, subject to limitations of time and space, cannot conceive the
abstract idea of infinite Brahma (Brahma (SI8]) (nominative singular), brahman (5&7)
(stem) (neuter gender) means the concept of the transcendent and immanent
ultimate reality, Supreme Cosmic Spirit in Hinduism. The idea is central to Hindu
philosophy, especially Vedanta).

Philosophers, therefore, pictured suitable symbols (in today's digital world emoji)
for the progressive realisation of the divine through various levels of God-
consciousness towards analytical awareness. The puja holds the entire array of
spiritual realisation.

In spiritual transformation, we must rise above the neuro-linguistic programs built
into our DNA.

A fortnight before the puja, tarpan or offering is made to ancestors till Mahalaya
aimed to work out the genetic bondage to enable us to awaken our divine
consciousness or Bodhan on Mahashashti, the first day of the puja.

To a hungry man, food is God. That's why humans first worshipped nature. On
Mahashashti, prayers are offered to the wood-apple tree as the abode of the goddess.
On Mahasaptami, the second day of the puja, nine leaves, including a banana tree
called Navapatrika, are placed for worship. The contradictory presence of the four
children of the goddess — who is otherwise a virgin — on the battlefield is highly
symbolic. When subtle intelligence represented by Ganesha is applied to nurturing
nature, wealth in the form of Lakshmi evolves........

Durga Puja is celebrated amongst the Bengali diasporas in India and other parts of
the world. It is seen as the best instance of the public performance of religion and art
and a thriving ground for collaborative artists and designers. The festival lets us
correct ourselves and progress by managing past errors; it is an opportunity for
creativity, friendship, equality, bonding, business development, improvement, and
peace.

Amongst the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals espoused by the United
Nations to transform our world, eleven are precisely rooted in the concept of the
Maha Festival.
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On behalf of the Hong Kong Bengali Association, I invite you all to welcome Maa
with the warmth of our hearts and let the celebration begin! May Goddess Durga

protects us and our family from evil and guides us wherever we go, whatever we do.

.... Looking forward to you joining us to make it a wonderful day full of festivities.”
Happy Durga Puja to you all.

Capt Bhaskar Sengupta.
Vice President.

Hong Kong Bengali Association * '7)111’((](1 2023




TSI

9% AR 3800-q TF-GF Ielfernd Pl Forenned e e | FORFOAE GIAET e
fara g w@ml qara Beve, fgh! wEm @t TAme T S92 9w, O edmeE el @
TAdle Z0a ErE -+ Wae weree aen O @R e Ghanie, 99 Gdite e fon e
A BB, WA FA-TFA (AT GO (ISTR HPY-6 A (721 GIET ALH 4T WEA TGz * @
@, aae T T e §e 3Eee AW g Bend

@ [ T Bemaw fEm @f femw T M e 0 @2 el gAe aeEe oo
A9 I THAINE I, TS0 AN TR TS 1 4T @ Iz wmm fEe aiew aswee
fa 7= = @ o qEEE Tw 9t @yfe e @e dmet w3fee w e asfh et e
I O, A AT TEAFFE ENETE TP @15 TR (20 O IELACE TR OF, g
AFE T FAE A0 (I A9 GFE TATFET TH A T T o et v
eETE 4@ e, i T aFen T sEmmR e e FEfeEE | SEheE e R
TACE 0 (A SFOMG 799 METE 799 Wi (741 (i G2 @G oIt AAifers F40e 2@ €99 oid
4w T 9m, 32 WWE 1R AFR & I FEA | G2 A0 e Afeere w99 T 19w f
9% oA =@ FaE Ifez v T woante ofedes2 «3 Wb wmi 9edw M ere (3fe
“Afgrerare FAE-FAE SEA T N T W) TEE Qb6 GG 43-T AredEnE O @ 12 wifed
a2 T 42 fom Seomam roieeth fog @32 T@d - qa we ¢ ke oem . @ fmefs wmn
FESEAD A G (A WAE (T IR WM O TS SAqee @ @i s s

AR ol (AT AP TSN (@A TS 1 G2 TS AT P @ =[S aemm eee, @
s @3 AT g (R foer T e - St Teenasl Seers w@if Badid ¢ ot @3
w46 wieE T, @32 (7 A TSU™ 4Ta T 5o 992 Wi Uee 3t IEu Aeelfera T4
it | T8 o o/ T w N cEm T @ Sy Aeeferre i wfT @ e wanE
@ A, FEE 93 o@ (O ALEHN | Weey A oF Jgres WAl @2 Bk omen (e AW eud
frare 3, 8 97 (ofEF @ ¥ T T TAE OLF FAA (IR T A6 QU WEW FE A
A 0% | AN BRI TR TR W (M, 93 BRbA S e (1 YIS WESt g Avee
Tl G e

M (RE e G992 acEreres, 3 HAfaFfba (e oM e ANE I MW WIEE G a®R
AW (73~ T4 @2 s @Tenre @ SEaE |

AT - @ T=F T WA @ oW 72-2 (A00E, AGFACS IF T wwron | I’ WA 97 W2
we e Wy T oiffe e see 9, feemre uTemd T TR 9 95 E@EE
A ST S e Feea Aeiay @em sibme Sofe, ©iF Te agE; @32 qF A, o 99,
AT TR 42 FI-2 0

~gferdie

Hong Kong Bengali Association  Durga Puja 2023




A
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President Vice President
Dr. Pradip Putatunda Capt. Bhaskar Sengupta

General Secretary
Mr. Sanjay Bhattacharya

General Member
Mr. Rajdeep Mojumder

Treasurer General Member
Mr. Angshujit Sinha Mr. Alok Roy

General Member
Capt. Samrat Biswas

General Member
Mrs.Srijita Ghosh

General Member
Mr. Sagnik Ganguly

General Member
Mr. Debjyoti Sarkar

General Member
Mr. Debdutta Barman

Contact HKBA  mailhkba@gmail.com
Web Site www.hkbaonline.com

DBS Live more,
x

8. PRIVATE BANK Bank less

DBS Private Bank
Access the best from the World’s Best Bank

Best Private Bank - Hong Kong
The Asset Private Capital Awards 2022

Best Asian Private Bank
Asiamoney’s Private Banking Awards 2020 - 2023

Asia’s Best Bank for Wealth Management
Euromoney’s Regional and Country Awards for Excellence 2022 - 2023

Private Banking - Outstanding
Bloomberg Businessweek - Financial Institution Awards 2022 - 2023

Best Private Bank in Asia Pacific
Global Finance, 2018 - 2023

Best Bank in the World
Global Finance, Euromoney, The Banker, 2018 - 2022

Safest Bank in Asia
Global Finance, 2009 - 2023
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Shaping a better

maritime future
Happy Durga Puja!
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Pioneers in global ship management for 50 years
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Optimise your ship management journey with us. Find out more at angloeastel
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NORWAY BELGIUM SINGAPORE

CLEAN SHIPS &
CLEAN OCEAN

» RUSTIBUS'

maintaining your values

Environmental choice for deck maintenance.

Rustibus deck de-scalers are premium products made to last.
Their efficient, trustworthy, and provide the right results, Our
machines were developed with passion and drive,
and has proven to be generational since 1978.

In 2022 ourclients descaled 1.8 million m2 of steel surface using

Rustibus. This amounts to approximately 3.6 million kg of waste; enough
to fill 97 shipping containers. We provide a solution that enables our
clients to collect waste during operation, preventing it from ending up in

the ocean. Clean Ocean is our shared responsibility, act today.

ﬂﬁ‘ 14 ™

SURFACE
PREPARATION
TOOLS

See our products at www.rustibus.com

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AT SEA AlIR CLEAN OCEAN
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- Season’s Greetings and Best
L
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May the festival of Durga Puja bring along many
more happy moments, much more success and
prosperity in your life.

Wishing you all a very "Happy Durga Puja".

LENOL DMCC

ATmm E Sl Www.lenolmarine.com

Hong Kong Bengali Association * Durga Puja

2023

The Call of the Serengeti

~ Subid Das

During the thirty years of my stay in Hong Kong, I have
travelled a fair amount and seen many a beautiful place.
While I have been left completely awestruck by some of
these sites, there are others that have come through as
being of such outstanding beauty that my mind could
simply not have enough of them.

But one of the things that had for long been on my bucket
list was an African wild life safari. Tt was just not happening
for a variety of reasons, chief amongst them being my
better half’s dread of being attacked by the untamed
inhabitants of the wild. However, the very captivating first-
hand accounts related by some of our close friends finally
helped overcome those fears. DBut then came Covid
putting an end to all kinds of travel, let alone to a faraway
land in a continent we had never been to before. So, it had
to wait till July of this summer in 2023, when all four of us family members could finally embark
together on this fascinating trip of a lifetime.

We chose Tanzamia as our destination, enthralled as we had been, over the years, by the National
Geographic’s endless tales about the savannahs of Serengeti.

The starting point was Arusha, one of the most important cities of Tanzania, located at the base
of the volcanic Mt. Meru, that also serves as the gateway for safari destinations to its west, and to
Africa’s highest peak, the Mt. Kilimanjaro to the northeast. One of the city’s landmarks is a clock
tower that marks the half-way point between Cairo and Cape Town, the two termini of the old
British Empire in Africa.

Off we started early next morning in our safari vehicle under the charge of our driver and guide,
Rahim Maghimbi, a veteran of the trade for over twenty years and, as we discovered in the
course of our trip, 1mmensel} knowledgeable and passionate about Serengeti. The drive from

: Arusha to the chosen destination in
northern Serengeti being a very long one,
we took our first overnight stop
somewhere in the middle, at the Tarangire
National Park, an ecosystem offering a
stunning diversity of flora and fauna. At
2,850 sq km, it is Tanzania's sixth largest
national park and home to the world’s
highest concentration of elephants, a
veritable paradise for elephant lovers. We
saw so many of them, in herds and in large
conglomerations, roaming majestically in
the vast grasslands and having the time of
theu' life in the many swamps and pools that the park is dotted with. It was particularly amusing
to see them enjoy a mud-bath in the heat of the afternoon. But the most endearing sight to
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behold was the adult elephants instinctively forming a circular barrier around the baby and young
calves in the herd to protect them every time they perceived any form of danger. Other than the
pachyderms, we were amazed by the sheer abundance of zebras and giraffes. Both these speue*;
of animals are of such an appealing and sweet ; o)
appearance that no matter how often we saw
them, which was every few seconds, we felt
like taking photographs again. One of the
most charming sights was that of a par of
zebras standing very close together with one’s
neck on that of the other. This is not just a
sign of their mutual affection but also a way of
looking out for predators from different
directions. The giraffes are absolutely
fascinating creatures and not at all shy of
looking back at you or being photographed as | B
if quite aware of their handsomeness. Of course, hemg so tall they always appear to be looking
down at you. We learnt from Rahim that the female giraffes have a tuft of hair between their
horns, hence we could tell the male from the female of the species.

Life here essentially revolves around the winding course and sharp bends of the River Tarangire
from which the park gets its name. In the dry season the river is one of very few sources of
fresh water and naturally, therefore, draws animals in their hundreds and thousands to its banks
and flood plains. Thus a huge concentration of antelopes - wildebeest, gazelles, impalas,
hartebeest, elands, and topis, besides buffalos, zebras, giratfes and elephants make the Tarangire
National Park only second to Serengeti in the concentration of wild life. And with them, of
course, come their predators, but that particular evening we had the luck to see only a few
hyenas wistfully eyeing what could be their prey. Surprisingly, none of the large herds of zebras,
wildebeest or gazelles seemed much bothered by the lurking hyenas. That was so because
hyenas, by themselves, are not particularly skilled hunters and, therefore, the herbivores did not
feel too threatened.

‘The wild life though only tells a part of the story of this park. Its ecosystem offers a heady mix of
lush grasslands, baobab trees, acacia woodlands, gigantic termite hills and numerous swamps
mterspersed w1th patches of Ver_:,r rug;ed dusty terrain and absolutely dry grass. The baobab trees
= : are a hall mark of this park, with their
massively swollen trunks holding up to
a thousand litres of water but with very
little foliage on the top. Colloquially
referred to as “opside down” trees,
these unique creations of the Almighty,
some of them as old as 600 years of
age, are generous providers of nutrition
by way of their edible seeds, while their
barks afford a rich source of water and
also a means for the elephants to
: . sharpen their tusks. The acacias, on the

other hand provide a stark contrast in green, p:a.rtu:ularly the flat-topped ones that provide much
needed shade for the wild life, especially during the hot dry season. The Euphorbia candelabra is
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yet another distinctive species with its trunk and succulent branches resembling the shape of a
candle-holder. The entire landscape of the park is an utter delight for the eyes.

Off to our dream destination next morning — the Serengeti
National Park, Tanzania’s oldest and most popular national
park and deservedly a UNESCO designated world heritage
site. It derives its name from the Maasai word “Siringet”
meaning the place where the land runs forever. And that is
precisely the feeling you get when surveying the open
grasslands stretching out for miles and miles ahead with no
end in sight. As our destination camp was located in the
northern part of Serengeti and we were entering the park
from the south through the Naabi Hills, we were able to
appreciate the vast and varied landscape of the Serengeti in
our day long drive up north.

The Serengeti presents an immense diversity of features owed
mainly to its extreme climatic influences, mainly the potent
combination of heat and winds all year long, interrupted by the rains that it receives twice a year,
and also the remains of volcanic eruptions of the distant past causing the rocky outcroppings
called the Kopijes, and the pockets of riverine forests leftover from the past.

The rich soil of the southern Serengeti with its abundant but short grass strategically becomes
home to the wildebeest and other species for calving in the months of February and March each
year, resulting in up to half a million new births. Travelling north one notices the transition from
the swathes of dry grasslands to hilly woodlands and on to lush grasslands luxuriously dotted
with trees of various species, all within a distance covered in a
few hours. It is precisely this intoxicating diversity of
vegetation types and habitat that makes the Serengeti home to
an incredible variety of wild life.

Of course, the greatest thrill is associated with the sightings of
the Big Five — the lions, elephants, leopards, rhinoceros and
buffalo. This is their home after all and with some effort one
should be able to see them all. The rhino is elusive though and
we only saw one at a huge distance straining ourselves through
the binoculars. Other than the big five there are also the
cheetahs, the spotted hyenas, wild dogs, jackals, elephants,
giraffes, the zebras and the absolutely enormous variety and
numbers of antelopes. It is an absolute feast for the eyes.

‘Then the relatively serene scene of so many hippopotamuses lying in a close cluster all day long
in the cool of the many swamps and pools, occasionally alongside crocodiles, quite at peace with
them unless the latter becomes too greedy and attempt their luck with a baby hippo. It is at night
that these gigantic hippos become active and graze through the parks, and it is then best to keep
well out of their way.
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To me what makes Serengeti so very special is its immense size. At over 14,750 sq kms, it atfords
a vast expanse of land for the animals, especially the predators,
to laze around or roam freely as they wish, or to lie low in the
grasslands in anticipation of a prey, or rest atop trees with their
kill, or simply seck shelter from the sweltering heat in the
shade provided by the rocky beds of the kopjes. It was just so
exciting to have to find them in their various locales. 'The
lions, unquestionably the lord of the land, were not in the least
bit disturbed by our presence or our busy cameras. The solitary
and fiercely territorial leopard on tree top with its kill, on the
other hand, did not leave us in any doubt what would happen
to us should we dare to step out of our vehicle. The sleek but
shy cheetahs either kept themselves concealed in the cover of
the tall grasses or stood atop termite hills to get a good 360°
view mulling over their next meal. T shall let their photographs
speak for themselves.

And what of the famed migration! The Serengeti — Masai Mara ecosystem is home to the largest
overland migration on earth. The migration is essentially a roughly circular and nearly continuous
journey undertaken by approximately 1.5 million wildebeest, a quarter of a million zebras and
thousands of gazelles driven by the search for nutritious grass and the smell of rain. It is the
sheer number and volume that makes the sight of this journey so spectacular. For the greater
part of the year these inveterate travelers trudge through the plains of Serengeti itself, and then
sometime around the latter half of July/ early August they cross over into Masai Mara in the
north across the Rivers Grumeti, Mara and Sands. They return to Serengeti in September/
October. The wildebeest are endowed with a sharper sense of smell while the zebras possess the

: better eyesight and brains. The zebras let the wildebeest
lead the migration columns especially as they approach the
river crossings. The rivers are heavily infested with
crocodiles. With the wildebeest plunging first in to the
rivers they become the first casualties. At least 250,000
wildebeest and 30,000 zebras perish trying to make this
perilous crossing, losing their battle to the jaws of the
predators, to exhaustion, disease or simply to drowning.
That is nature ensuring the survival of the fittest.

Most days while returning to our tents, we would be
greeted by the sights of baboons, velvet monkeys, tree
hyrax, and the occasional mongoose, all busy on the
woodlands close to the waters, some coming pretty close to
the tents, adding to the endless variety that nature has to
offer here.

When we speak of an African safari we probably only think of the large animals. But what we
found almost equally breathtaking was the exquisitely beautiful and large variety of birds
everywhere throughout our journey. There are over five hundred species of birds recorded in the
territory, of which many are in intercontinental migration. Some, of course, are endemic to
Tanzania. The Serengeti is home to the largest population of ostriches. I was surprised to see
how fast they could run! The brilliantly blue African starlings, the sun birds, the lilac breasted
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rollers, the bustard, the Secretary birds with their white and black
uniforms, the omnipresent eagles, the rufous tailled weavers, the
Fischer’s lovebirds, owls, the stately ibis, the not so pretty but
nevertheless necessary vultures, and the absolutely beautiful and
shapely flamingoes. And this is just a handful. There were so
many others.

One final observation about this huge expanse of land that is home
to millions of beasts. We roamed around so extensively in our open
roofed vehicle and yet nowhere did we experience any foul smell of
animal excrements. How was that possible, we wondered, for
surely there were no janitors at work here! No human janitors of
course, but nature has provided a solution by way of the various
species of dung beetles — the unsung hero of Serengeti, without whom the land would simply
become uninhabitable. They roll away and bury up to 75% of all the dung dropped in Serengeti
everyday which amounts to a few hundred tons a day. Their carefully crafted dung balls are
buried under the surface and while the beetle larvae use the organic contents in the ball for their
own nutrition, the hollow shells loosen the earth end enrich the soil.

And what of the people themselves — the people we came in contact with at the camps, the
lodges, the hotels, our own safari driver cum guide, the shops we
visited and the restaurants. I just run out of words trying to
compliment them. Each and every one of them was polite,
courteous, helpful and keen to serve with a smile, going out of
their way to make you feel welcome. All the accommodations
were of a very good standard indeed but the tents were just
exceptionally good. The sound of the animals through the nights
and in particular the roar of a lion just a few feet from our cabin
one night made for very special memories never to be forgotten.
The staff were extremely caring and would always escort us to
and from our tents between the hours of sunset and sunrise. We
never felt scared despite staying right inside the park. Oh, it was
just such a wonderful experience, so unlike anything we had ever

experienced before.

Will we wish to do it again? Yes, I certainly think so, once the wallet puts back some weight on
again.

Bibliography:
Lonely Planet & Wikipedia
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In conversation with Subhajit Bhattacharya
~ Sanjay Bhattacharyya

On my recent trip to Kolkata, I met with Subhajit
Bhattacharyya and Amit Ghosh Dastidar, founders of Lost &
Rare Recipes. They have a Facebook page as well as a
YouTube channel. T have been a subscriber to their YouTube
channel for quite some time. To me, it's probably the first
cookery channel that brought in the concept of a series of
recipes — from Anglo-Indian to Thakurbari, Sovabazar
Rajbari to Maharani Gayatri Devi, Amar Dida'r Ranna to
Bangladeshi and Mahanayak Urtam Kumar in the mix — Lost
& Rare Recipes covers them all.

Let me give some background for the meeting. For some time, 1 have been interested to know about ancient
Bengali recipes, and Subhajit Da is an encyclopedia of old Bengali recipes. His collection of cookbooks is awe-
inspiring. With the idea of collecting some knowledge and information on the subject, T got in touch with Subhajit
da and Rana da.

I walked into their office at the appointed date time. To my surprise, along with the duo, I met "Simba", Subhajit
da's pet labrador. She has been attending office 9 to 6 with them since she was a few months old. Although she was
cute, she never took advantage of it and only took a break during lunch inside the room. 1 was amazed by such strict
discipline.

During the conversation, I learned that Subhajit da was passionate about digging up old recipes. He started taking
his passion for food and searching for rare recipes more seriously during the pandemic. As their main business was
slow, that gave him more time to devote to "Research of satistaction of the Bengali tough."

I wanted to know more about old and lost recipes, and he graciously mentioned a few of them and the stories
behind those recipes. The stories gave the dishes a sense of fulfillment. I will share some of the stories and dishes
for everyone to know what I mean.

We are all familer with Sukto. Tt is part of Bengali culture, but how many of us know about: "Mrs. Bela Dey
introduced Daaler Sukto” in the famous Mahila Mahal program. It is an effortless vegetarian dish that tastes very
much like traditional sukto but without the complexity of it in terms of ingredients and time.

Another fascinating story is about a century-old chutney Recipe called "Lurki". It is a straightforward recipe where
oranges play a significant role. Even Rabindranath Tagore was a fan. Tagore wrote of this little girl named Bami,
who feared she was lost in the darkness on a star-studded night. Let Lurki not get lost like her. 1 keep her address
here with you all. Lost recipes are like lost memories. Once they are lost, it isn't easy to retrieve them. T am leaving a
calling card with this message. This ime, when winter comes and oranges are plentiful, let's bring "Lurki" home.

At this point, T felt like something had been skipped. Jumping from sukto to chatny is how the dishes are served. |
went back a little and asked about the cult group of dishes, i.e., different Pathar Magser recipes. Subhajit da
mentioned niramisi magso as a particular favorite of Rana da's. Many old pathar magser recipes are in this category.
Still, one recipe, "Mutton Ceylon Curry" (details of the recipe in the YouTube link), is an uncommon dish lost in the
history books. It's a very unique recipe with a fascinating history.

Burghers brought the dish India from Sri Lanka. Burghers in Sri Lanka can be compared to Anglo-Indians in
India. They are the descendants of European men, including Dutch, Portuguese, British, and others, who settled in
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Sri Lanka and formed relationships with native Sri Lankan women. The earliest Anglo-Indian communities emerged
primarily in Kolkata and Madras. The Burghers established trade connections with India, exchanging culture,
products, traditions, customs, and even food. Ceylon Curry, originally from Sri Lanka, became embraced by Anglo-
Indians. This 1s how the dish came to Kolkata. This dish is best enjoyed with steamed rice, salad, pickle, and papad
(papadum), and it represents a captivating love story between two neighboring communities — thrilling, beautiful,
and intense.

Speaking of neighboring communities, I questioned Subhajit da about any interesting dish from Bangladesh that
he was most impressed with. He broke into laughter. It's a difficult choice to make and say this is the one. He said
one dish was challenging to master, but it would make people want more if cooked propetly. The name "Chingrir
Purpuni” (see Annexure for detals recipe). The dish is from Natore, Bangladesh. Natore is not only where
Jibananda Das created his masterpiece Banalata Sen. The people of Natore created this dish a few hundred years
ago, which has been perfected through the years.

He said it was a delight to come across this gem of a dish from there, which uses minimal ingredients and a simple
cooking method. It is one of the tastest dishes we have ever come across. And the name is like poetry. It was
befitting Natore—the eternal love story of Bengalis.

Browse through the links below to try your hand at these recipes at home. And of course, don’t forget to invite
this writer to pass the final judgement on your culinary skills!

YouTube links to the recipes
Mrs. Bela Dey’s Daaler Sukto - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ig8F8rjOutlU
Lurki - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkWnsxtGY9IM

Mutton Ceylon Curry - https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=1yGNJy2Ck6E

Chingrir Purpuri - https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9f5qm7VSaE
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Probashi Pujo

Every Durga Pujo, we make an atfempt to find out more about the Bengali communities in other parts of the
world — to catch a glimpse of bow they keep the tradition of Durga Pujo alive. We try to focus on the places where
the Bengali commmnities are expected to be smaller in nmmbers, but big in spivit. In that vein, this year's Probashi
Puja introduces the Bengali Association of Mogambigue and Holland-¢ Hoichoi — read on, and if you are ever in
these places during Durga Prjo, know that a piece of Bengal is just aronnd the corner!

Bengali Association in Mozambique

A few thousand kilometres from the Indian state of
West Bengal is Maputo, the capital of Mozambique.
Situated in East Africa, the city is connected to India
not just by the Indian Ocean, but also by the spirit of

of Bengalis in Maputo. And how is that spirit better
demonstrated than by the annual celebration of
Durga Pujo? Yes, the Bengali Association in Mozambique has been ccichrarmg Durga Pu]n qm-::-::
2006, at the home of the current president Mrs Saswati ot
Roy. What is particularly unique about the Pujo is that
there is no idol of the Goddess; a picture of Maa Durga
with her family takes the place of the idol instead. And,
while all other items are immersed in a river after the pujo,
the picture remains, in permanence.

The rituals are conducted by Shri Nitin Maharaj, the head priest of Maputo Shiva Mandir.

For the five days of the Pujo, local Bengalis and quite a few non-
Bengali families gather together to indulge in the festive spirit which
- culminates on Bijoya Dashami with Sindur Khela in the evening and a
Bijaya Sammilani dinner. With a very small community, the pujo lacks
the grandeur that accompanies a bigger budget; but what it lacks in
pomp, it more than makes up for with its heart.

Holland-e Hoichoi

Holland-e-Hoichoi was formed in 2015 with an
intention to spawn the magical thread of Bengal in
The Netherlands. Along with  binding  the
community together, Hoichoi always intended to
encourage a larger goal of bringing the richness and
beauty of Bengali culture to the world. Through
well-organized and well-managed events like Poila
Boishakh and Bijaya Sammilani, Hoichoi soon
managed to reach more than 1000 families. And as
they say, with more love comes more responsibilitics — pretty soon there were requests to
organize a Durga Pujo. After intense discussion and planning, Hoichoi celebrated its first Durga
Pujo in 2018, catering to over 3000 guests across the 5 days of pujo.




The journey continued from then. In the course of time, more

and more friends got associated with Hoichoi, and apart from
social and religious events, Hoichoi has also been engaged in
multiple philanthropic activities like fundraising for flood relief
camps, lending helping hand towards COVID-affected patients,

erc.

Hoichoi, as usual, is organizing Durga Pujo this year as well. The
prime differentiators are ‘Paat perey khawa-dawa’ (sit and enjoy the
food, we will serve you), bringing together the food from East Bengal
and West Bengal, fun games for couples, flea market for kids, and a
mesmerizing evening with Arko Mukhaerjee’s live performance. If
you are around, be there!
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Auteur — The Mrinal Sen chronicle
~Rajdeep Mojumder

Prelude: Beacon of Inspiration

This year marks the birth centenary of the street fighter of Indian cinema, the master storyteller,
Mrinal Sen. While he needs no introduction, but it’s quite relevant to inquire how many amongst us,
especially the millennials have watched a Mrinal Sen movie? T bet not many. It’s not at all surprising
to think like that though. Cine goers across Bengal seem to always celebrate Satyajit much more than
Mrinal and Ritwik. It’s veracious that Ray’s contemporaries are ignored to some extent, especially
Mrinal Sen. The pertinent question arises, why?

Mrinal Sen’s movies are often perceived as political representation of a tumultuous past, which
today’s generation may not essentially relate to. They are radical, deeply rooted in realism, but not
focussed on pampering the viewers. It’s uncompromising. Not done always to satisfy the box office.
In an era when history is re-written in the favour of the regime, it’s no wonder that Mrinal’s cinema
will not be promoted by state as it may be seen as endorsing the audacity to question the ruler and
inspiring revolution. While Ray made films for viewers of all ages, Mrinal focussed on mature minds.
Along with this, there is a severe lack of state effort to preserve and restore his works, except for
some credible efforts by private entities like Film Heritage Foundation and University of Chicago.
Thereby three of his films are lost forever. One such film is “Punascha™(1961) which also won a
national award for best regional film.

It is our responsibility to encourage our peers and next generation to see Mrinal Sen’s films and
explain why it is relevant to do so. It is true that cinema should be primarily seen as a source of
audio-visual entertainment, a form of relaxation, but it should be also treated as a mirror, to expose
the vulnerabilities of the society, questioning them, challenging them, and asking for alternatives.
This is precisely the reason why Mrinal Sen’s movies are so important to us. Mrinal Sen once
described the reaction of viewers to some of his own movies as that of anger and frustration. But
with a clear indication that those viewers have been shaken, disturbed, and moved by his films.
Films should be judged by the parameters of art, aesthetics, how much it depicts the society and
how much it contributes in being the medium of positive change unlike only by the box office
collections which is the current trend. Sen’s movies could serve as a guiding light in this much
required course correction.

Knight in shining armour

Mrinal Sen was born and brought up in Faridpur, Bengal Presidency, British India (now in
Bangladesh) where his father, a lawyer by profession was associated with the extremist group of
Congress party under the leadership of freedom fighters Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo Ghosh.
Probably this family association played an important role in inculcating the Marxist ideologies in
him. Sen would be often self-described as a” Private Marxist”. His family was also close to Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose. Mrinal Sen in one of his interviews told the story of how at a very young
age when he had a tooth ache, Netaji brought him a medicine of German make from Kolkata. Since
then, jokingly he would always say that Netaji was his first Dentist. He came to “Calcutta” at the age
of sixteen/seventeen and since then fell in love with the city which he would often describe as his
“El Dorado™.




After graduating from Calcutta University with Physics major, Mrinal briefly worked as a medicine
salesman, a journalist, and a film sound technician. He was a film maker by accident, as he would say
it himself. He was interested in film making when he read a book on aesthetics of film called “Film
as Art” by Rudolf Arnhem. Charlie Chaplin also made a huge impact on him, and Mrinal was deeply
inspired by his films. The first Chaplin film he saw was at the age of eight titled “The kid”(1921).
Later at Venice Film festival where “Calcutta 717 was released, and Charlie Chaplin also got his
Lifetime Achievement Award, he would watch Chaplin’s films from morning till midnight. In the
later years, he even wrote a book on Chatlie Chaplin called “My Chaplin™. He was also associated
with the Indian People’s Theatre Association (IPTA). Mrinal Sen, Ritwik Ghatak, Salil Chaudhury
and Hrishikesh Mukherjee were best of friends. The first script that Mrinal wrote was supposed to
be directed by Ritwik. Shooting was planned to start at Kakdwip, but it was scrapped due to political
unrest in Bengal. Mrinal later said that it was his worst script, and he was happy that it was not made
into a film.

As the popular saying goes “Behind every successful man there is a woman..”, in Mrinal’s life that
woman was his wife Geeta Sen. They first met during the making of the film “Du Dhara”. Sen was
the story writer of this film. On some days after the shoot, he would accompany Geeta in her train
journey to her home in Uttarpara, (a small township outside Kolkata) and they fell in love eventually.
The director-actress duo worked together first time in “Calcutta 71" after their marriage and since
then Geeta Sen would mostly act only in Mrinal Sen’s movies. Rather than concentrating on her
career as an actress, Geeta Sen focussed mainly on managing the household, raising their only son
Kunal and helped her husband focus on film making. Her sacrifice would remain untold like that of
several extraordinary women in Indian household who silently contributes to their husband’s success
without taking credit for it. As film making is not one man’s job, K.K Mahajan, his cinematographer
also needs a special mention here. Eighteen National film awards, “Padma Bhushan”, “Dada Saheb
Phalke award”, “Ordre des Arts et des Lettres” by French Government, and “Order of friendship”
by Russian Government are testimonies of Mrinal Sen’s achievements. He was one of the few film
makers to have won an award at all three big film festivals — Cannes, Venice and Berlin.

Light, sound, camera, action

Mrinal Sen’s first film was “Raat-Bhor”(1955) which starred Uttam Kumar and Sabitri Chatterjee
in lead roles. Even with two of the biggest stars of Bengal film industry of that era as protagonists,
the film failed in box office. In one of his interviews, Mrinal Sen said that he went into hiding after
this film. This was the time when he learnt a lot more about film making through his exposure to
movies from the west. The next film he directed was “Neel Akasher Niche”(1958). This was based
on Mahadevi Verma’s story “Chini Feriwala”. The film was produced by Legendary singer, music
composer Hemanta Mukherjee. It had two songs “O Nodi Re” & “Neel Akasher Niche Prithibi”
which are popular even today. The film depicted the social class divide of that time and the
prevalent bourgeois attitude. The compassionate story of an immigrant chinese hawker Wang Lu
and his brotherly affection towards a Bengali housewife Basanti who was associated with national
movement, touched hearts of many. However due to its political overtones, this film was latter
banned for two months by the Indian Government in the cloud of Indo-China war in 1962. It was
the first Indian film to face a ban.

Italian neorealism and post-World War II film movement also touched Mrinal Sen. He always
acknowledged the impact of filmmakers like Zavattini and Visconti in his film making. Two more
notable film makers Mrinal looked upto are Godard and Eisenstein. “Baishe Shravan™(1960) is an

Hong Kong Bengali Association * Durga Puja 2023

example of such neorealism in Indian context. Set in the rural Bengal, it explores the ups and downs
of husband wife’s romantic relationship when faced with difficulties of poverty and famine. It
showed the love, frustrations, and complexities of human relationships. That between a husband
and a wife, a mother and son and between two neighbours. The sense of emptiness, the urge to be
liberated from the economic dissimilarities that prevailed between villages and cities of India. This
film also showed Mrinal’s romantic side. The scene when the husband, Privanath comes back from
work and rings the bell of his cycle few times to signal his return rather than knocking on the door,
while the wife oozing with joy silently opens the main door and runs away, is probably one of the
most romantic schemes of modern cinema. Another interesting thing of this film is its title. Baishe
Shravan was the day Rabindra Nath Tagore passed away, however according to Mrinal, many other
important things happened that day in common man’s life. The title represents that.

Another notable movie is “Bhuvan Shome”(1969). This is a hindi film with Utpal Dutta in the
titular role. It is believed this movie ushered the new wave cinema movement of India. Not only
does this movie revealed the class divide, but it also highlighted the corruption in government ranks
of that era and the growing disbelief in ideclogies of right vs wrong. All with a comic sarcastic
undertone. Also in this film, Mrinal Sen used montages of still shots along with moving ones, to
focus on facial reactions matching them with the background narration. This style of
cinematography was never seen before in an Indian movie.

It’s very difficult to pick only few Mrinal Sen’s movies and write about them as all of them are
classics in their own merit. He not only made films in Bengali, Hindi, but also in languages like Odia
and Telegu. As the printing ink and paper both are expensive, and internet can provide the names of
all his movies, here are selected few which are a must watch. Calcutta triology — “Interview”(1971),
“Calcutta  717(1972), “Padatik”(1973), “Ek Din Pratidin”(1979), “Kharij’(1982), “Akaler
Shandhane™(1982), “Khandar”(1984) ,“Akash Kusum™(1965), and “Oka Ori Kotha”(1977). Telegu
movie “Oka On Kotha” (English title: Marginal Ones) was one of the official Indian entries for the
4" Hong Kong Film Festival. One amongst the above-mentioned movies was remade by Basu
Chatterjee and starred Amitabh Bachchan...any guesses which one ?

Besides the films, Mrinal Sen can be also credited for giving the Indian film industry some of its
finest stars and actors like that of Mithun Chakraborty, Ranjit Mallick, Anjan Dutta, Mamata
Shankar and his beloved wife Geeta Sen. He had an eye for identifying talent. He saw Mithun during
his convocation ceremony in FTTI, Pune. In Mrinal’s own words, Mithun was “shamelessly teasing”
his female classmates and that amused him. When he was making “Mrigaya”(1976) few years later,
he casted Mithun (his first film) as he needed an actor who is manly and have a shameless attitude.
This film was also Mamata Shankar’s first film. Similarly Ranjit Mallick was also introduced in
“Interview”(1971) and Anjan Dutta in “Chalchitra”(1981).

Acclaimed film director and actor Nandita Das very rightly described Mrinal as “a perfect
combination of a wise-old-man and completely young at heart.” A film maker per excellence, an
author and a true modernist, Mrinal Sen would forever remain as the voice of the unheard common
man.
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The Magic Touch

~Dr. Arindam Basu

Amit rushed down the deserted corridor; most of his colleagues had left while he and his team
were working on releasing their company’s biggest Metaverse product. As he turned the corner,
he saw the room he was looking for — Virtual Reality Studio 4. Whipping the key out of his
pocket, he tried to open the door, but the keys slipped to the floor. “Get a grip,” Amit said to
himself, and rubbing the sweat of his palms, picked up the keys and turned them into the
keyhole. Entering the room, he quickly turned on the computer and the projection system and
punched in his wife, Labonyo’s number in the remote connection application. While waiting for
the system to connect, Amit slipped on a pair of elbow-length gloves made of a rubbery material.
Dubbed “Neutouch”, these gloves were part of the big product suite to be released by his
company. Registering the gloves on the same application by his fingerprint, he slid on a pair of
virtual reality (VR) goggles and settled into the seat in front of the screen. Connected - suddenly,
the letters sprang up on the screen. Amit perked up as his wife Labonyo appeared in front of
him. She was lying in an operation theatre surrounded by doctors and nurses busily moving
about in scrubs. By virtue of his VR headset, Amit was literally in the operation theatre! He
reached out to hold his wife’s hand - Labonyo was also wearing a pair of Neutouch gloves. As
their palms tightened around each other, Labonyo’s face distorted in pain, beads of sweat
breaking out all over her face. Seconds later, the wailing of a newborn filled the room. A nurse
quickly bundled the baby in a bright red Neutoch quilt; Amit stroked his daughter's body, with
tears of joy streaming down his face. As her tiny fingers curled around his little finger, Amit and
Labonyo shared a once in a lifetime moment despite being physically separated.

Wouldn't it be amazing if technology could really tear apart the geographical distance
separating us from our loved ones? While the earlier paragraph might seem like a snapshot out
of a Nolan screenplay, is it very difficult to conceive such a future? Let me ask --what was the
most amazing thing you read in the last paragraph? Was it the teleportation across long distances,
the creation of virtual avatars? Actually, with the availability of wvirtual reality, high-speed
connection in 6G networks, holographic images (in fact mirror-based illusions with similar
effects existed long back; interested readers can search the internet for Pepper’s ghost), and
surround sound technology — this part of technology already exists. What doesn’t exist at the
moment is “Neutouch” — a method to effectively digitize our sense of touch and convey the
same information realistically to another person remotely.

But why is it so? We typically talk about five major senses — vision, hearing, smell, taste, and
touch. While vision and hearing have been digitized long back, the other three have proved to be
relatively difficult to understand and replicate. Arguably humans rely more on vision and hearing
due to the rich information carried by audio-visual streams; that may be a reason for early focus
on these sensory modalities. However, I would argue another reason for the ease of digitizing
these senses are that they are wireless—you need to create an image or a sound signal which can
be transmitted to the human subject for consumption in a contact-free manner. This cannot be
done for taste or touch—you definitely need contact! Hence, artificial touch or taste requires
more sophisticated human-machine interfaces that seem natural to use by human subjects.

There are two parts of the Neutouch technology described above — first, capturing the feeling
of touch or pressure, temperature, etc. of the object being touched in a similar way as is done by
our human skin, and second, conveying this information to another person as if he/she is
making the touch himself/herself. Both of these are significantly challenging. First, making an
“artificial skin is difficult since skin is the only sense organ that is distributed all over our bodies
(eyes, ears, nose and tongue are at fixed locations on the face)! Moreover, if skin cells are
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repairing skin-like material requires significant innovation from Material Science.

Other scientific disciplines also need to chip in to successfully replicate the properties of
human skin. In order for reflex actions to be useful (e.g. we move away our finger on touching a
flame), the touch information has to be transmitted to the brain quickly—biology does this in
less than one-thousandth of a second. But that raises an important question—if we have billions
of skin sensors (technically called mechanoreceptors) all over the body sending data really fast,
how does our body handle the bandwidth issuer (This issue is the same as the one you face with internet
connection speed when you bave to do a conference call from honse, while your family are all binging on Netflix.)
The answer is biology does not sample all the information but chooses the important
information only—important information in this case means those sensor values that changed.
For example, if someone touched you on the hand, our skin sensors would send tiny electrical
impulses (about one millionth the size of the electrical signals in your cellphone) only from the
hand to the brain and not from the rest of the body. Another trick is to have different densities
of sensors —fingertips are far more sensitive than, say, the back of your hand (the same trick used in
video m.qferendrgg by transmitting bad;grumd video at lower resolution). 'This requires computations to be
built in the sensor array going beyond the currently popular concept of edge-computing
(example of edge computmg is artificial mtelll,gence being run on mobile devices such as your
handphone to recognize “Hey Siri”) to in-sensor computing, Clearly, Electronic Engineering
scientists have a lot of work ahead of them!

Now, we come to the second piece of the puzzle—how to convey this information to another
person? For video or audio, our eyes and ears can sense the information wirelessly and pass it on
to the brain. For touch, neuroscientists are still figuring out how we really perceive pressure,
temperature, and pain—how do the electrical impulses from the skin sensors get decoded in our
brain? Many of you may have played with gaming joysticks which provide vibrations as haptic
feedback. But that is too rudimentary if you want to create a device as sensitive and natural as
Neutouch. One option is to not provide sensations in the receiver’s skin, but directly “stimulate™
the receiver’s brain regions responsible for touch (somatosensory cortex) using tiny electric
currents. Such stimulation strategies have been useful to cure patients with Parkinson’s disease,
essential tremor, epilepsy, etc. (interested readers can search for Deep Brain Stimulation). This
may be a way ahead when we understand more details about the neural “code” of touch.

Scientists around the world and also in Hong Kong are working on different aspects of the
problems 1 described earlier. While definitely daunting, we are motivated by thinking of the
immense possibilities such technologies can unlock—robots that can work with us in social
settings, prosthetic arms and leg that can actually restore sensations of touch, tele-operated
surgeries, and so on.

As we approach the month of October and get into the festive mood, I am happy to think of
sharing moments of this Durga Puja with my father in Hong Kong, At the same time, I cannot
help wishing I had access to Neutouch in the last few COVID ravaged years- R @ o $ta o
T BT (FREE (1 (Il Ry 29 A

Arindam is a Professor of Electronics ar City University of Hong Kong since 2027 and was a faculty at NTU,
Singapore for a decade before that. His group’s research spans chip design, newroscience and artificial intelligence.
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The Hong-Bong Senoritas

~ Ronita Jaiswal
She nailed it.

Wait, what were you thinking? She nailed her exams? She nailed her singing competition? She nailed
the talk show that her mother insisted she participated in at school? Maya, all eighteen, nailed a
screw for the first time in her dormitory room. She did that in order to save the falling book shelf
which would otherwise have ushered a catastrophic start to her dearest Durga Puja. It is the day of
Shoshthi, just a week after she left Hong Kong for her university in a distant land. She feels
triumphant as she hears the beat of dbaek in her heart, the waves carrying the sound to her. She
devours the cold sandwich while rushing for her first class. On the way, Maya makes a phone call to
her mother: “Maa, Nabapatrika snan hoye gyache IRC te?”

Nilanjana - Her parents unfailingly keep reminding her, how she is moving away from her art, in this
Far East. She has been a trained singer, a dancer and an orator. Back in Siliguri, West Bengal- her
Durga Pujos would consist of back-to-back stupendous performances- the kakimas and kakus
praising her and congratulating her parents for a culturally strong upbringing. A few decades
between now and then, it is Saplami today. The customary video call is made and her elder sister in
Siliguri, excitedly talks about her own dance performance scheduled for the evening. She further
banters saying how this Far East lifestyle has taken away her younger sister’s zeal in art forms.
Nilanjana promises a call back as she runs back to the whistling pressure cooker in her kitchen. She
wipes the sweat from her forehead with the crisp anchol of her new saree and reminds herself that it
is a choice that she has made. She starts arranging the costume for her daughter’s dance show in the
evening and lives vicariously through her excellent performance later that evening, at the makeshift
stage in the IRC grounds. Her friends come and congratulate her “Meyetake ki bhalo bhabe boro
korchish re Nilanjana - ki oshadharon naache”. She fondly kisses her daughter’s head and whispers:
"Junish, aaj Debir Pran Protishtha holo™

This graceful lady, comes back to her abode in Hong Kong from Kolkata. She carries a sense of
irreparable loss as she folds her hand and prays for the peace of her mother’s soul who had passed
away the previous month. Tears roll down and then roll back into her eyes. She looks around and
smiles at her beautiful kid. She remembers the Pujos in Kolkata when her mother would hold her
hand and guide it towards the Goddess’s feet, to ensure that the Awjali flowers were offered in the
right place. This time around, she holds her child’s hand in the wendsp, as our revered Shakti da’s
voice reverberates in IRC, chanting the holy mantras on the morning of Ashtari. Ranjita’s mother
resides in her now, as if. She calls for her kid: “Aaye, shobai aykshathe Anjali diyt”

Sujova shudders as a hand touches her back and slowly ghdes down her body- she can’t hear a thing,
she can’t utter a word, she can’t move a finger. She is transported to that fateful beginning of
INabawi two decades back, when she was ten...




Her parents are busy with the ancestral Pujo of their illustrious family in their renowned house. The
rest of the elders are busy minding the teeming guests while the kids are busy competing with each
other, as to who will hand over the plates of bhog to the guests and earn an appreciative glance from
the elders. The last room on the third floor of the house had Sujoya going in to bring down the
baskets of lotus for the Shondhi Pujo. As she turns to leave the room, ‘he’ guards her way, takes the
basket from her hand and closes the door behind them. Fifteen minutes pass and then she comes
down to the courtyard carrying the basket as her ‘uncle’ looks on at her from the last room of the
third floor. She trips and falls near the Goddess and gets rebuked for being clumsy as the lotuses get
scattered everywhere.

Sujoya flinches at a playful pinch on her arm. Startled back to the present, she looks behind her to
find herself standing ahead of her friends in IRC. Impatiently yet teasingly, one friend says “Oi
dyakh, Sujoya abar hariye gyache!” Sujoya holds her friend’s hand, sits down looking at the Goddess
above and reaches slowly for the basket- the basket of 101 lotuses. She pinches back her friend
playfully and says: “Haat chala, ayksho ayk ta poddmo khule maayer paaye shomoy moton ditey
hobe to!”

Person X: “Tomar poribarer shob koi?”

Chinmoyee: “Maa Baba Kolkatae. Pujoe khub miss korchi oder”
Person X: “Aar bor-baccha?” ‘
Chinmoyee: “Ami divorcee, bacchao nei... Ayka thaki Hong Kong e.” “
Person X: “Oh, accha, sorry! Dinner ta ektu porei serve hobe- line ta o1 dike. Eta shidoor khyalar ;
line™ 1 -
Chinmoyee: “Hyan jani, dhonnyobad!” 14
She moves ahead with the queuve, does Delr Baron, puts the red vermillion on the Goddess’s straight :
parted hair, feeds Her a sweet and says a silent prayer. She then picks up her boron dala and walks
straight back towards the watchful Person X.

&=

Chinmoyee to Person X (with a smile on her face): “Bibaho bicched amar hoyeche, amader Maa TR & - J -
Durgar noy. Tai Maa ke shidoor poriye tar baaper bari pherot pathate, badha kisher?” § M rS AU M r . AJ a y a kh Otl a
Just then, the dhaakis break out in a frenzy as the room full of women breaks into a joyful Béoyar p—) e
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7 | Kunming Trading Company

Debir shathe aaf Bishorjon hok - joto jeerno, joto puratoner. \
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Maya, Nilanajan, Ranjita, Sujoya, Chinmoyee and all the magical ‘Bong” women of ‘Hong Kong'- \ Unit 201 ?3?12’[16/ F, (éheveﬂsler F:]OUSG,
You are the Change, You are the Power. \ . 5-5 ?t am Road South,
,r@- \ Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Let us stay the indomitable Force- my gorgeous Hong-Bong Senoritas! - XL A
)p \ = Tel: 2368 5997 (4 lines)

I Fax: 2723 9408
email: kunmingt@biznetvigator.com
www.ktcdiamond.com
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MARINER MARINE SERVICE & ENGINEERING LIMITED

MARINER MARINE SERVICE & ENGINEERING LIMITED is the leading marine service provider in China.

MARINER was founded in JiangYin in 2015. its business has extended to the following: Stores, Provisions Supply, Export,
Safety, Engineering Service, Spare Parts Supply, Offshore & Cruise supply, Logistics Services.

Mariner specializes in providing comprehensive marine and offshore service to all kinds of vessels home and abroad.

Global Service Network

With headquarters in JiangYin, where our own service network is the strongest in China.
Our strong and close connection with partners all over the world enables us to provide solutions globally.
We are committed to achieving total customer satisfaction and aiming to be your Reliable & Responsive partner in marine

and offshore industry. We focus on expertizing and diversifying our services and products to create the best value for our
customers consistently, whilst fulfilling our responsibility to society and environment.
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Ms.Alison

Business Dept

MARINER MARINE SERVICE & ENGINEERING LIMITED
TEL:86-510-86992969

MOBILE:+86 15161658188
Email:Alison@marinerserv.com

Email: operation@marinerserv.com
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Raanga Maatir Deshe
~ Anusua Mukhopadhyay

There is a part in you which you carry along wherever you go. It comes out in just flickers may
be in your behaviour, your character, your facial features or even in your accent, this is the part
which keeps you grounded and reflects where we truly belong.

My native place is a small village called Brindabonpur in Bankura district of West Bengal. 1
never had the opportunity to spend any length of time in my ancestral village, barring the
occasional vacations.

As a Central Government officer my father had a transferable job, it is of little wonder
therefore that my childhood and youth was spent in various cities of India, even though my heart
always ached to be back in this ‘Raanga Maatir Deshe’.

In the villages the mornings are ushered in eatly. Around four the sound of the “Dhenki” (rice
grain crusher) heralds the start of the day, with two women at the helm — one putting the grain in
a small dry puddle and the other pressing the crusher into that dry puddle with her toe. The
womenfolk start making preparations for the meals of the day as soon as the rice crushing is
done. The air slowly starts to fill with the thin smell of burning cow dung cakes. These cakes,
known as “Ghunte™ are placed in an earthen oven called ‘Unon’ and set alight to provide a slow
burning fire for cooking,

The sound of ‘Dhenki’ and the smell of a freshly lighted ‘Unon’ are etched in my heart. They
bring back so many memories of my ‘Raanga Maatir Desh’.

Taking a nap after relishing a hearty meal is one of the favourite things of Bengalis.

‘Biulier dal’, ‘dingliar jhal’, ‘khora kore choto maach bhaja ba tok” aar ‘gorom bhaat’ is kind of
a staple for the villagers. On Sundays it’s ‘Kochi pathar jhol aalu diye’. Now these items should
never be translated into English or any other language is my personal opinion otherwise it takes
away the charm of it, I hope you all will agree on this with me.

During festivities home made sweets were are go to thing. Sweets and savouries like ‘narkol
naary’, ‘shirir naarw’, ‘teeler naaru’, ‘khaja’, ‘goja’, ‘nimki’ were made at home by the women folk
of the household.

The moment when the herd of cows returned home during dusk all the way the red soil dust
flying around makes for a picturesque scene called *Godhul?’, here ‘go’ means the cow and “dhul?’
is the soil dust. In my village ‘Godhuli’ is considered ideal for ‘Paka Dekha’, that is the occasion
when a would be groom gets to see the first glimpse of his would be bride. As they say during
‘Godhuli’ the natural light of the setting sun lights up a lady’s face in a way that accentuates her
facial features without the need for any make up.

The night falls soon as the villagers go to bed early to kickstart the next day for their mundane
works.

\"'tl]agg: life is 5i|:‘np|{: filled with small joys.

Those like me who belong to the “Raanga Maati” can feel what 1 feel today sitting in my
sprawling, soft cushioned couch in Hong Kong. And for those who do not know the feeling 1
can only say it pulls you for its nostalgic essence which is everlasting.




Durga Pujo 2022

Greetings for Durga Puja

With Best Compliments

f“Gukrmit & Rani Singh

GRG Corporation

‘B'IFI., Bel Trade Commercial Bldg.,
1-3 Burrows Street,

Wanchai, Hong Kong
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Saraswati Pujo 2023
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Artwork by Members
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Artwork by Members Artwork by Members

CITY oF Jey

Sawrani:Nandi




Hong Kong Colours

Chirodip De

Cranes in Mist
[.ohas Park

Supermoon
Lohas Park
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Halloween Day
Sai Kung

Dried Stream
Tai Mo Shan Country Park

Tin Kau Bridge
from Tsing Ma Bridge

Hong Kong Colours

Dr Debajyoti Chowdhury

Sunset Night Hue
West Kowloon Waterfront Clear Water Bay

Super Red Sky
Mong Kok

Algal Blue Luminescence
Shek O Beach
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Wisdom Path
Cape D'Aguilar Lantau

Rock Formation




{4 JOTUN

Jotun Protects Property

Keeper O

___J il s Keeper 1.0

HullKeeper is a range of services that help
you make better decisions, faster.

§ 5, Wilhelmsen Ships Service

Best Wishes for Durga Puja
from
Pronati Barman

Nirmal Chandra Barman

Unicool

2024 Global HFC phase-
down: Are you ready?

T Wisit Qur Website

(RS]]

RS JEWELLERS

Discover the everlasting allure
of timeless jewellery that
stands the test of time!




Acce//eron

Best wishes for Durga Puja b TR i
from A well wisher

Accelleron Turbo Systems (Hong Kong) Limited
https://accelleron-industries.com/




:& DCS Power Pte Ltd

Metalock Engineering (Qingdao) Ltd
Metalock Houston Lic

GROUP
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PCV Qverhauling ¢ q r
]

| = -

el Overhauling Fuel Injector Overhauling FlexLube Pump Cverhauling High Pressure Pipe Repair "_:'_{

/)

o —

Songshan Road West, Kong Gang Industrial Area,Qingdao,266109,P.R.China ‘;2.

Tel:+86 532 6696 2186 Fax:+86 532 6696 2187 -

www.metalock.cn gingdao@metalock.cn

63B Tuas Bay Drive,West Spring, Singapore 636810
Tel:+65 6760 3318/19 Fax:+65 6760 3320
www.dcs.sg repair@dcs.sg

Best




ODM/OEM MANUFACTURER
OF HOME APPLIANCES

Your NEARSHORING partner:

INDIA MEXICO

MEXICO

rustworthy// eliable// pright// eamless// ransparent

@E Aglte Sources Limited ? Unit 2 Floor 20, Assun Pacific Center,

e +852 3487 5755 41 Tsun Yip Street, Kwun Tong, Hong Kong



