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EXPLICIT INTERNATIONAL LTD.
GREAT SUPREME TRADING LTD.

RELIANCE UNIVERSE LTD.
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'PUJA" GREETINGS FROM:

STATE BANK OF INDIA

Hong Kong
QOver 8000 branches in India
878 Correspondents worldwide
52 Qverseas Branches & Representative offices

OUR RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDE: FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT:

Tl_'ade information Chief Executive Officer - 2523 2887
Multi-currency deposits Manager (Deposits) - 2521 6105

it
IO, Sl e 5to Manager (Loans & Advances) - 2521 6106

Export Credits Bills Negotiations
Buyers/Suppliers credit
Syndicated Loans
Term/Trade Finance
Guarantees and Letters of Credit

STATE BANK OF INDIA

801-805 Wheelock House, 20 Pedder Street, Central, Hong Kong
Phone: 2523 3166 (Gen) Tlx: 73846 HKSBI HX
Fax: 2868 1966 Email: sbinhk@iohk.com
Please visit us at our Corporate website:
http//www.statebankofindia.com

With Best Compliments From

CITIBANK NRI SERVICES, HONG KONG

TEL NO. 852 - 2721 3722
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NABAMI FUNCTION AT HAPPY
VALLEY TEMPLE

FANCY DRESS: DURGA PUJA



DURGA PUJA

NABABARSHA FUNCTION

WINTER PICNIC



The Hong Kong Bengali Association ]

Receipts and Payments Account for the period ended 22.2.2000

Period of the current Committee,

Receipts HKD Amount Payments | HKD Amount
| HKD | HKD
- | |
Funds handed over by the 12022 Saraswati Puja Expenses:
previous Committee | 1999 [ [
[ Expenses-Puja,Cultural and
Membership Fees Collection: Community Dinner 6387
1999-2000 4500 Donation to Temple 3000 9387
2000-2001 5650 10150 2000
| Expenses-Puja,Cultural and
Saraswati Puja Collection: Community Dinner 7553
1999 | | Donation to Temple 2000 9553
Members' Subscriptions 6240
Pranami/Donations | 967 7207 Bengali New Year's function
2000 \ at India Club: \
Members' Subscriptions | 10850 Dinner and Celebrations 10500
_DranamilDt‘:nations 949 11799 Cultural ExFenses 516 11016
Bengali New Year's function Durga Puja Expenses:
at India Club: Idol 2835
Members' Subscriptions 13416 Purohit including trave 5385
\ Puja, Bhog, Community
Picnic on 9.1.2000 Lunch-Dinner Expenses 34461 42681
Surplus therefrom 840 \ - |
| Bijoya Sammelani Expenses 10330
Durga Puja Collection: ; [
Members' Subscriptions 64579 Subscription for Life Membership
Advertisements 21000 of HKBA to Hindu Temple 6000
Pranami/Donations 7964 \ |
Sponsorships received 4102 97645 Fees paid f‘or Society search 26
|
Collection from Members for Purchase of Hi-Fi system and 2910
Crissa disaster 8751 Microphones
|
Payment to Oxfam for Orissa 10000
disaster | |
Fund balance remaining in hand 59927
| |
Total 161830 Total ‘ 161830
| i iatio
I Balance Sheet as at 22.02.2000
HKD Amount Assets | | HKD Amount
HKD ; [ HKD
Members'Fund: | Life Membership of Hindu
|Opening Balance | 12022 Temple | 6000
Add: |
Membership fees collected for: | Hi Fi System(JVC) 2910
1999-2000 [ | 4500 [
2000-2001 5650 22172 Bank Deposit 59927
General Fund:
Surplus from: [
araswati Puja-1999 [-2180
Saraswati Puja-2000 | 2246
Bengali New Year function 2400
Durga Puja | 54964
Picnic 840 |
58270 [
Less: [
Bijoya sammelani Expenses -10330 ]
Fees for society search| -26 w
Contribution by HKBA towards
Orissa disaster -1249 | 46665
Total 68837 Total 68837
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UCO BANK

(A Govt of India Undertaking)

"YOUR SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS"
(The longest serving Indian Bank in Hong Kong)

BRANCHES IN HONG KONG:

Hongkong (Main) Branch: Kowloon Branch:

4102-06, 41/F, COSCO Tower 2/F, Astoria Building

183 Queen's Road Central 34 Ashley Road, Tsim Sha Tsui
Hong Kong Kowloon

Tel: 2524 9240 (Gen) Tel: 2376 1831 (Gen)

Fax: 2810 6954 Fax: 2376 0173

E-mail: ucohk@netvigator.com E-mail: ucokln@hkstar.com

Chief Executive, Hong Kong Operations - Tel: 2523 8913 (Direct)

For FCNR, NENR, NRE deposits to be placed in India
please contact Mr R K Murgai, Chief Manager
at 2523 9483 or at e-mail: ucohk@netvigator.com

Deya Dasgupta, inspired by her Grandmothers
An Ode to Bangla Mishti

O mishti who is soft and round your virtues are divine
You're pressed and folded lovingly in intricate design
And now you're called a shondesh as in your heart your bear
A sweetly ‘chiseled message for everyone to share.
Your forms are in profusion, your versatility great
From shards of caramel coconut to_kheer Yandscopes ornate.
When in viscous s%rup, your graceful self you steep
There comes a roshogolla bliss that js both warm and deep.
And then you're chhana jilepi, a golden crispy coil
Delicately succulent and fried in searing oil.
As saffron and cardamom, dusted on sheets of cream
You're also known as rabri, an aromatic dream.
As gog/nogorer moa you are smooth and round and white
Stuffed with raisins and almonds, taste buds do you excite.
And during poush shonkranti in the winter solstice co
You're peethe, as a mass of kheer in sweet potato rolled.
Not just on plates have you appeared but in history books too
The kings and queens and Viceroys all once feasted on you.
I\.Ae/gendcxry Behoola, a dancer celebrated,

as also a skilled mishti maker, very higly rated.
In those days when food was art and people had the time
They'd spend all day cooking you up in flavours all sublime.
Today the love for you has changed in style but not in measure
With" people only making you in "days of rest and leisure.
May you be muhched forever; to you | make this toast
The' aspect of my culture | identify with most.
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With Best Compliments of

R & Associated Insurance Agents, Lid.

10/F. & 11/F., luki Tower, NO. 5 O'Brien Road,
Wanchai, Hong Kong.

With Best Compliments of

PIONEER GLORY LTD.
CHINA GRADE INTERATIONAL LTD.

HONG KONG OFFICE BANGLADESH OFFICE

Room 801A, Lee Wai Com. Bldg. TISA ENTERPRISE

1-3 Hart Avenue, _ House No. 297 (4TH Floor),
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Road No. 19/B, New D.O.H.S.
Hong Kong. Mohakhali, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Tel: (852) 23699553, 27394728 Tel: 02-875095

Fax: (852) 27399876, 27243999 Fax: 02-875149

E-mail: pioneer1@netvigator.com. E-mail: tisa@bdcom.com.
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Ma Durga On A Strange Land

Hi, | am Tejdipto Bose and | have been living in Hong Kong for last few years.
Being 2'. Bengali living abroad, | have realized some interesting facts. Bengalis, as a
linguistic group, are certainly more intellectually oriented- perceived as culturally alive
and dynamic. Bengalis are famed as scientists, doctors, administrators, artists, saints,
litterateurs, nationalists etc. etc.. An unending scroll of hallowed names over centuries
makes us proud to be Bengalis and prouder still to carry on their great tradition.

But Bengalis as great businessmen, tycoons & entrepreneurs?! Not many, | trust.
From spirit of Thakur Ramakrishna's "Mati Taka', Swami Vivekananda's 'service before
self and more recently from land of ‘comrades’, | wonder, how Bengalis have fitted in a
ultra-materialistic world of HK, where a 'sweet dream' must mean dreaming of hitting a
mark-six and a 'nightmare' means seeing your shares nose-dive on Hang Seng.

Do we miss our very own Bengal - more so, Calcutta? Maybe, yes....The lazy
Sunday evenings on Maidan greenery....the Metro....maybe, misti doi & sandesh at
K.C.Das & Ganguram ...... Do you miss Victoria..?A Rabindra or Nazrul sandhya at
Academy or Rabindra Sadan?_You are never too old for an unending 'Adda' with old
chums...... How was a quick 'Mughlai' at Esplanade or grab of tasty 'mudi'in between
a Mrinal Sen show at Nandan ... Do you miss a chaotic traffic in Esplanade East or . a
bandh called by SUCI.? These are days when we plan for queuing at Ekdalia, Mudiali or
Md.Ali Park maybe at late nights... Or may be ,you are wondering about Calcutta mini-
buses being driven by so many Schumachers racing for life.

Yes, Bengalis love all these. ... When back in Calcutta, | took all these as part
of a routinely dull life. | never imagined that | would be nostalgic about them here. At
HK, at Park-n-shop & Marks & Spencers what you get is bar-coded shopping &
metallic smiles. Unlike a Gariahat shopping where repartees with shopkeepers are
always free, wider smile by a counter girt at HK plazas means not a warm heart. It may
rather mean a better pay packet.

| believe Bengalis have a unique cultural identity to be proud of.It is very natural
to all of us and is in our genes or genomes however you name it. Now that willy-nilly, we
all have made the SAR our home, we miss the cultural chaos dearly.

Now, that we have 'a real thing' right here, at Happy Valley Mandir for the 2"
year, we are grateful to our very own Devi Durga, firstly....For all of us, quarter globe away
from our roots, this Durga Puja is an occasion to renew our bondage. Our thanks are to
them all who spent lot of their time (‘time is money' -in Hong Kong) in successfully
creating this atmosphere.

Despite our hectic schedules, we tend not to miss a day of this special occasion.
We are blessed to have left behind all our stress & strain for few days in a light of
warmth and holiness. As | said, it is the inherited reverence for the Goddess, the
religious undertone as also the social angle in form of much awaited getting-together,

Bengalis are notoriously sentimental and strong believers in human values as
also in human relations. Many of us here today may not know each other, but thru' this
Puja, we have made it a closer & friendlier world for all of us here. We compare notes of
_ how good HK has been to us meanwhile, how was Calcutta on our last visit home, etc.

Adults among us part with more of visiting cards & kids & young ones like us retum to
our routine with more friends and with phone nos. for our diaries.

Yes, certainly we part with pleasant memories. As the Durga Puja finally comes
to a melancholic closure, memories go back to our years in India, where we had been
celebrating Puja with close family members and friends. Now that the typical 'Bengali
spirit' has taken off among all of us at Hong Kong last year there is no reason why this
can not continue for ever, of course, with blessings of Ma Durga... See you next year!

-TEJDIPTO BOSE
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With Best Compliments of

ARMAAN TRAVEL SERVICE LTD.

Unit C, 5/F., Alpha House,
27-33 Nathan Road,TST.,
Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Tel.: (852) 2722 3330  Fax: (852) 2722 5866

With Best Compliments of

/4 SOLAR TIME LTD.

SOLAR E-mail: solar@solartimeltd.com

NOTAN TOLANI

15/F., Kowloon Centre, Mobile: 9035 3734

29-29 Ashley Rd., T.5.T., Direct: (652) 2170 5555

Kowloon, Hong Kong. Tel.: (652) 2376 0009, 2376 0319
F.0.Box: 95280 TST Fax: (652) 2375 7227, 2576 0595
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Confession of a Killer
<. ASHIS SANYAL
“Cheers”. said |, even before Arun could lift his glass. Arun has just joined the main Branch
after a long stay in a rural branch, Bangriposhi, in deep forests of Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar. It indeed
needed celebration.

It was a cosy bar | preferred in Bhubaneswar. But Arun seemed to a bit morose. Yes, he
appeared to be happy and relieved to have been out of those hilly jungles, now out in the capital city,
full of lights. At the same time, he appeared to be brooding over something; his mind appeared to be
somewhere else, where | could not reach him.

People around us were noisily discussing the brutal murder of the day before, news of which
was flashed in all local papers that day. The culprit was caught almost red handed.

With a deep sigh Arun lifted his eyes, still far removed from the madding crowd around, and
said softly, “What would be the punishment for the murderer?”. [ said “said” not “‘asked”, since it
appeared to be a soliloquy. he was still within his cocoon, talking to himself. Nevertheless. | hazarded
a guess. “Would be hanged probably.™

He stared at me with dreamy eyes, barely audible, he said, “What would happen to me then?”
“Why, what is bothering you?” | retorted, slightly irritated, the conversation was spoiling my
sundowner. “l too have killed a MAN. No, I've done worse.” he declared solemnly. The way he
uttered the word “man”, it seemed he meant not a particular man, but the entire humanity.

Now, that seemed interesting!

Dear readers. like many other mortals, | too like skeletons in cupboards. hidden scandals.
rather enjoy them.

Made myself more comfortable, sought the bearer, asked for two double pegs and declared my
claim over the whole truth, nothing but the truth.

First two glasses had already softened him a bit, he started, “You know Bangriposhi, the
gateway to the tourist heaven, Simlipal forest, a giant one at that with area of more than 5000 sq.km.,
covering almost half of two districts, Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar, entirely hilly terrain. It is a semi-
town, has a post office. forest office, bank. a research centre of Central Silk Board and even a small
railway station. [Sorry for the interruption — Bangriposhi — Baripada narrow gauge railway service still
runs as part of the conditions of joining of Mayurbhanj State to the Republic of India after
independence | Howrah-Bombay National highway number-6 passes through the town. Howrah-
Madras NH-5 misses the town by only about 12 km.”

It was getting a bit monotonous, I was losing patience. “Ok, ok, when would you come to the
skeleton proper?” “Please bear with me, I'm sorry, but let me reconstruct the crime scene first.”” Arun
seemed to be in better mood. Time for another pair of double pegs.

He continued. “The branch has two motor cycles, a Bullet and a Rajdoot, to cover the service
area of 30 km radius. that is around 3000 sq. km., half of that across Budhabalanga river — miles and
miles of deep jungles and hills. As you know, the entire area beyond the river is out of reach for six
months a year.”

[Dear reader. pardon again — you know the river as *Buribalam’ — on the bank of which Bagha
Jatin gave his life in the outskirts of Balasore town]

Enough was enough. | did inform him, where was the murder proper?

Arun calmed down wee bit. “As Manager of the Branch, it was my duty to keep the loan
documents of around 2500 borrowers alive. From mid May till mid-June every morning [ rode the
bullet to those god-forsaken places to meet my borrowers. It happened one of those days...”

| was in ecstatic state, the skeleton was about to tumble out of the cupboard. It did call for
another pair of doubles.

['ﬁmmﬁmmﬁrwﬁw]




Arun continued. * | went to the village of Majhi Munda. He had been financed for goat
rearing. the scoundrel did not repay a simple paise for years. My mission was to collect some
repayment and get his signature on the loan renewal document. the bullet's sidebasket full of blank
renewal documents. revenue stamps. stamp pad etc. Reached the village. asked for Majhi Munda. A
group of six seven tribals were whiling away their time on a fallen tree trunk. They shook their heads,
“Majhi Munda? He is no more.” “When did he die?” “No. we are not sure, may be six months, seven
months, who remembers?” [ walked further on, leaving the motorcycle on the road. Met an old man
who could at least point out the direction where Majhi Munda was last seen. No, he did not know
whether Majhi Munda was dead or still alive.

At least | got a direction. Crossed a hillock. and reached a barren land, size of a football field
awash with scorching sun . On the far side of the field, under a lone Neem tree, something appeared to
be moving. Yes, there was a woman of indeterminate age, covered in a torn cloth that once was a
cheap saree, a skeletal baby hanging from her breast. she weaving a bamboo mat.

Yours truly stood before her and asked for the man. She raised her vacant eyes — by the way —
have you ever seen an abandoned coal pit — bottomless, with no hope, no promise? Her eyes were
more vacant than those coal pits — pointed to the distance with her chin.”

Arun was already slurring and | was getting bored.

He continued after a couple of sips, ** Eureka, [ have at last found him, or rather his abode, a
thatched structure a yard high and of two yards length, covered with bamboo mat. With all my
authority I asked him out, - pay the debt or face the consequences.

A skeleton tried to crawl out of the structure, coughing noisily. The entire structure stank,
stank of disease. TB, Cancer, god knows what. Or was it the incurable disease, poverty? Abject
poverty? His violent coughs seemed to revolt against the body housing him. Personified persecution
from the days of Spartacus, nay. the dark womb of history. There lay a man, unable to sustain himself,
let alone his family, already dead to his neighbours, forgotten. The world did not want him, a man
afraid to meet the sun. | stopped him and turmned to the woman. What about their children? Yes, they
had a son. about 12 year. who left them about a few weeks back, she was not sure, in search of food,
unable to bear the hunger. She stayed back, after all the semi-dead man was her husband,
notwithstanding the underfed toddler rummaging the breast of the hungrier mother.

But then, | was on a mission possible. Asked her name, asked for her left hand and put her
thumb impression on the document | was carrying. 1 got the thumb impression of the legal heir of
Majhi Munda on my document. The woman, careless of the world acquiesced with her inert left upper
limb, she had nothing to loose.

I got my renewal document and turned back.”
| maintained my patience and asked, “So. what is eating you, what did you do wrong?”

Arun gave me a pathetic look, "Don’t you see, what a scum | was? To his neighbours, to his
society, he was just a dead man. The world was dead for him. But what did I do? [ erased the man’s
existence from the only record where he mattered, the bank’s books. [ killed him only because [ knew
he was alive. His crime — refusal to die. | removed his existence from the face of the earth?”

By this time Arun was openly weeping and the drunks around us looked at him with
loathsome eyes.

Dear patient readers, you and me, who never saw poverty at close range, who never slept on
footpaths, who never lived in bus stands and railway platforms of cities the way millions of refugees
do during wars . who were not born, lived and died in trash, who never slept hungry. would not
understand what wrong Arun had done and what was tormenting him.

Neither did I. But | still do not know why my whiskey tasted salty that night.

..000...

P.S. An all-weather bridge has since been built across the river. Civilisation has encroached the land
of Majhi Munda. His children no longer eat saal seeds. These are whisked away by MNCs to make
saal seed butter for the chocolate my children eat, leaving Munda’s children to starve peacefully — now
throughout the year.
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With Best Compliments From

HSBC NRI SERVICES

JOSEPH P. MATHEW/SUSAN GEORGE

Level 5, International Banking Centre
1 Queen's Road Central
Hong Kong

CALL 2822 3993 FOR NRI SERVICES AND

2733 9333 FOR PERSONAL BANKING NEEDS
FAX 2810 0078

HSBC <

S
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With Best Compliments of

v LICENCE
ZaN T[T @1 240653

v
ey VWorLD Wik Traver Services Co.

ARPINDER GILL

ALK I PE 5464 £ A KB 2F H69AH
Shop 694, 2nd Fl., Mirador Manson, 54-64 Nathan Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Tel: 2725-5111 Fax: 2625-599
Mobile: 9208-4879 E-mail: apinder@netvigator.com

With Best Compliments of

Veena Fashions P
LADIES & GENTS CUSTOM TAILORS 4

&
s

Shop No. 14, Ground Floor, E-mail: tajmahal@netvigator.com.
Far East Mansion, Arcade Tel: 2723 8377(Shop)
(Near Sheraton Hotel Opp. Carpark) Fax: 852 -2739-9232
5-6 Middle Rd., Kowloon, Hong Kong. Mobile: 9085 2306
FOR TAXI: JUBESRIBNH b [HIE5-65F (5 2 F 05 1 3 1))
*USE MIDDLE ROAD ENTRANCE NEAR TO POST OFFICE*
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- PATEL'S WALL STREET
» EXCHANGE LTD. (B)

Best Rates in Town

Money Changing/Traveller's Cheques/Bullion Trading

+ Demand Draft/Mail Transfers/Telegraphic Transfers

¢ [nstant Remittances to & from Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, Bur Dubai,
Jebel Ali, London, Pakistan and Singapore

* Door to Door & Bank to Bank service to Phillppines

s Home Delivery Payment system to Pakistan

* Wall Street Instant Cash: To 20 Major Cities In India

WESTERN| MONEY
UNION! ITRANSFER

The fastest way to receive/send money worldwide™

For All Your Spot Margin Trading Requirements in Precious Metals (Gold, Silver, Platinum)

Please Contact

WALL STREET MATELS & TRADING CO
Unit 222, 2/F. Hankow Centre, 5-15 Hankow Road, Tsimshatsui Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: 2731 1324 / 25/ 26

WALL STREET

INSTANT CASH

Instant Money Transfer Service TO India

The fastest way to send your money to India

AHME

SWIFT
SAFE
SIMPLE

Official Remittance scheme approved by RBI
Lowest remittance charges

The Best Exchange Rates in town

To 15 Major cities in India

DABAD, BANGALORE, MUMBAI(2), CALICUT, CHANDIGARH, NEW

DELHI (2), GOA(4), CHENNAL HYDRABAD, JULLANDHAR, LUDHIANA,
COCHIN, MYSORE, TRICHUR, TRIVANDRUM

. PLEASE CONTACT US AT :

PATEL’S WALL STREET EXCHANGE LTD

HANKOW CENTRE CHUNG KING MANSION STAR FERRY

UNIT222, HANKOW CENTRE ~ SHOP 2C, G/F. CHUNG KING MANSION STAR FERRY. SHOP KP-24

TST. KOWLOON, 36-44 NATHAN ROAD, TST, KOWLOON TST. KOWLOON

TEL: 27311300 FAX 23752 2361 TEL 23679327. FAX 2369 1290 TEL 2316 2608
TIMINGS
WEEK DAYS 9 00AM TQ 700 PM G.00 AM TO 1100 PM 800 AM TO 1100PM
SUNDAYS CLOSED 900 AM TO9 00 PM 800 AMTO 11 00 PN
OR PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

wwyw.wallstreetinstantcash.com
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With Best Compliments of

Dr. P. L. NANDI

Flat F, 7/F., Block 17
Chi Fu Fa Yuen
Pok Fu Lam
Hong Kong.

With Best Compliments of

Realife Insurance

Consultants Ltd.

Rm. 1001-2, 10/F,
Hollywood Plaza
610 Nathan Road, Kowloon.

With Best Compliments of

Brctwell Underariterns
Agency

2002, Park in Commercial Centre
50 Dundas &treet,
Mongkok‘ Kowloon.

With Best Compliments of

NATIONAL INSURANCE
UNDERWRITING AGENCY LTD.

Room 204, Yu To Sang Bldg.,
37 Queens Road
Central, Hong Kong.

[iﬁaﬁa@é‘ruﬂmﬁm]




With Best Compliments of

Progress Insurance

With Best Compliments of

Minkfair Insurance

Agents Co., Brokers Ltd.
| Unit B, 8/F.
Klng\]/v7e:I3I I%%?r:gﬁggégwer, 1304 Park-In Commercial Centre,
Wanchai, 56 Dundas Street,
Hong Kong. Mongkok, Kowloon.
With Best Compliments of ‘With Best Compliments of

General Surveyors &
Adjusters Lrd.

Flat B, 2/.F, Sai Wan_JHo Plaza,
66-68 Shau -Kei Wan Road,
JHong -Kong.

Geestar Insurance
Agency Co.

No. 12, G/F,
Yuk Lung Mansion,
18 Fung Kam St.,
Yuen Long,N. T.
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With Best Compliments of

A WELL WISHER

With Best Compliments of

REGAL'S ELECTRONICS

Shop No. 41, Chungking Mansion 1/FL.
36-44, Nathan Road, Kowloon
Hong Kong.

TST. P. O. Box 96769,
Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Cable : JOSHILA
TEL . 3-681317
3-682747

With Best Compliments of

NARENDER
PANIWANT

15 H, Tower 7,
South Horizons,
Ap Lei Chau,
Hong Kong.

P @ ¢

Ashok & Rani Khemaney

A.R. Trading Co., Ltd.
1205 Car Po Comm. Bldg.,
18-20 Lyndhurst Terrace,
Central, Hong Kong.

Tel: (852) 25453177

Fax: (852) 2541 0519

E-mail: artradco@asiaonline.net

()
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Prakash & Nikita Khemaney

Lavi & Misha Khemaney

A. R. Distributors (UK. ) Ltd.
22 Dorset House,

Gloucester Place,

London NW1 5AD, England.
Tel : (4420) 7935 4996

Fax : (4420) 7935 8308

E-mail: Khemaney @aol.com




With Best Compliments of

ARESS TRAVEL LIMITED AND
BANGLADESH BIMAN

Suite 206-207, Houston Centre, 63 Mody Road, Tsimshatsui East, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
E-mail: flyme@hknet.com Cable: "Flyme" Hongkong
Tel. (852) 2721 5393-5 Fax: (852) 2311 0884 SITA: HKGTOBG

With Best Compliments of

A WELL WISHER
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J. B. BODA GROUP

MUMBAI
Group Headquarters

HONG KONG

MANILA

SINGAPORE & KL

INDIA
22 branches

SYDNEY

J.B. BODA & COMPANY PRIVATE LTD., MUMBAI
(Established 1943)

Tel : 2624949/2624517 Fax : 2623747/2625112
Tix : 1182927/1185170 A/B JBCO IN

Internet : jpboda@giasbm¢@1.vsnl.net.in

International Insurance & Reinsurance Brokers and
Consultants for General Insurance, Life Insurance,
Various Employee Benefit Schemes and Average Adjusting.

J.B. BODA SURVEYORS PVT. LTD., MUMBAI

Tel : 2624949/2624517 Fax : 2623747/2625112
Tix : 1182927/1185170 A/B JBCO IN

Internet : joboda@giasbm$1.vsnl.net.in

Marine cargo surveyors & superintendents, all classes
Of insurance survey, tank calibrators, loss assessors
Samplers & analysts, container surveyors

J.B.BODA OFFSHORE SURVEYORS & ADJUSTERS

PVT. LTD., MUMBAI

Tel : 2624949/2624517 Fax : 2623747/2625112
Tix : 1182927/1185170 A/B JBCO IN

Internet : jpboda@giasbma@1.vsnl.net.in

Offshore rigs/vessels, offshore structures/modules,
Marine towage/transporation, marine hull, marine salvage, risk analy-
sis.

CROWE BODA & CO. PVT. LTD., MUMBAI

Tel : 2624949/2624517 Fax : 2623747/2625112
Tix : 1182927/11851170 A/B JBCO IN

Internet : joboda@giasbmé1.vsnl.net.in

Protection and Indemnity Insurance Services

J.B. BODA & BROTHERS PVT. LTD., MUMBAI

Tel : 2624949/2624517 Fax : 2623747/2625112
Tix : 1182927/1185170 A/B JBCO IN

Internet : joboda@giasbmé1.vsnl.net.in

Valuation of Land, Building, Plant & Machinery And Risk Management.

J. B.BODA & CO. (S)PTE.LTD., SINGAPORE

Tel : 2240977 Fax: 2253790
TIx : 20854 JBBODA RS

Internet/E-mail: jpbsin@cyberway.com.sg

International Reinsurance Brokers and
Insurance & Reinsurance Computer Software Services.

J. B.BODA INSURANCE SERVICES (L) Bhd., KUALA LAMPUR
Tel : 266 3990 Fax : 266 3991
E-mail: office@jbboda.com.my

International Reinsurance Brokers

J. B.BODA & CO. (S) PTE. LTD., SYDNEY

Tel : 2321444 Fax : 2212706
Internet/E-mail : box@jbboda.com.au

International Reinsurance Brokers

J. B.BODA & CO. (FAR EAST) LTD., HONG KONG
Tel : 28037130/2146 Fax : 28575933
E-mail address : jpbhk@netvigator.com

International Insurance & Reinsurance Brokers

J. B.BODA & CO. (U.K) LTD., LONDON
Tel : 0171 4881236 Fax : 0171 4884942

International Insurance & Reinsurance Brokers

J. B.BODA & CO. (PHILS)INC., MANILA
Tel : 2426871/73 Fax : 2423019/2422363

International Reinsurance Brokers

[ﬂmm@ﬁamﬁmﬁﬂ}
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V.H.BHATIA & ASSOCIATES

(Wholly Owned by Pic Time Industries Ltd.)

BENZER

ELECTRONICS MFG. LTD.

o

[/ T 1w/ _[G

=Dk iFYI IV /&
CAR HI-FI MANUFACTURERS

Address
23rd Floor, Tianjin Bldg, 167 Connaught Rd., West, Sai Ying Pun, Hong Kong
Tel : 2541 9118 (5 lines)
Fax : (852) 2542 3863, 2851 9402 G.P0O. Box 13682,
Hong Kong

China Factory
Shang Tang Development Area
Longhua Town, Baoan, Shenzen
E-Mail : benzer@netvigator.com
Homepage : www.benzerelectronics.com
WWW. Scanvic.com
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With Best Compliments of

RCB International Ltd.

With Best Compliments of

CNS FORTUNE TRADING LTD.

15B REGENCY CENTRE, 39 WONG CHUK HANG ROAD,
ABERDEEN, HONG KONG.
TEL: 2518 7268
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With Best Compliments
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4% J N EXPORTS
M. C. Baid

Email : jnexpo@netvigator.com

Unit — E & F, 8th Floor,
Far East Mansion,

5 — 6, Middle Road,

T. S. T., Kowloon,
Hong Kong.

Phone : 2368 7218 (3 Lines)
D. Line :2721 7488, 2723 1814
Fax : (852) 2367 0659, 2724 2266
T. S. T. P.O. Box 98438

Kowloon, Hong Kong.

RELIABLE, CHEAPER AND SPECIALIST IN ELECTRONIC
COMPONENTS SUCH AS I.C., TRANSITOR, DIODE, TDM,
TUNER, BATTERY, ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS, SUCH AS
TELEPHONE, CALCULATOR, EMERGENCY LIGHT ETC.

Season's Greetings
and

Best Wishes

S

Mrs. & Mr. Ramakant Agrawal

" BRIGHTEX ENTERPRISES

4/F. Room E, Peninsula Apartments Tel.: 2311 3488
16, Mody Road. Mobile: 9094 6077
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon Fax: 2311 1469

Email: britex@hkstar.com

.

With the Compliments
of

Rajko Traders
(HK) Ltd.

Rm. K 4/Fl., HO Lee Commercial Bldg.,
38-44 D' Aguilar Street,
Central, Hong Kong.
Tel: (858) 8581 B121
Fax: (858) 2845 B102 / 2530 1878
FEmail: sunny@rajkohk.com
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The Hypnotist

...... PRADEEP CHAKRABORTY

“Bolo Durga Mai Kiiii, Jai”. “Bolo George Town Barwari Kiiii, Jai”, chanted the hundreds of people inside
the George Town Puja Pandal in Allahabad, gathered there for the Maha Ashtami Aaroti.

Kanai, now 8, was among the people enjoying the Aaroti. Wow, look at those men playing the Dhak! What
rhythm, what flair, and best of all, exceptional skill. And how the Dhakis danced as they played the Dhak.
“Maa, | too want to play the Dhak like them,” Kanai asked his mother. “Shona, you are still quite young. I
think the Dhak will be quite heavy and unmanageable for you,” his mother replied. “Grow up a little more,
then I think you should be able to give it a try,” she added.

Kanai wondered whether the Dhak was really too heavy. Just this morning, one of the Dhakis had allowed
him to play the Dhak for a few minutes. Of course, the Dhak was upright, but so what. I managed to play it
all right! Okay, I can wait. But [ will definitely play the Dhak and dance in front of Ma Durga. I'll play it
continuously for four hours in a row.

“Kanu, don’t you want watch the magic show? Let’s walk over to the auditorium. We must get the front
seats,” he heard his mother speaking softly to him. * The Aaroti is nearly over, and the show will begin in
half an hour.”

Kanai was a very sharp boy, and always stood among the first three in class. “Ma, that gentleman’s a
hypnotist. not a magician! He will make people look at his eyes and make them fall asleep. Then he’ll make
them do all sorts of things,” Kanai responded.

“And by the way, these hypnotists are frauds,” he added.

“Naa Shona, don’t speak ill of others. Such men go around doing shows during Durga Puja. It’s their
livelihood,” Kanai’s mother replied. as both entered the auditorium.

“Look Ma, there's the hypnotist,” shouted an excited Kanai. Before his mother could stop him, he raced up
to the stage, climbed up and went right up to the hypnotist.

“Sir, are you the hypnotist?” The man turned around. *Yes, young man. That’s correct.”

“Sir, how can you hypnotize people? Only Mandrake can do that in comics. I do not believe in it at all.”
Kanai exclaimed.

“Baba, we do magic shows. It is my job to entertain. Say, would you like to volunteer for a session?”

At this point, Kanai heard his mother call him, “Shona, what are you doing there? Get down and do not
disturb others.”

“Yes, sir, [ will volunteer, but I do not believe in magic and hypnotism,” Kanai remarked as he started to
climb down the stage.

The show started. The hypnotist first showed some tricks of the hand. After a while, he started his
hypnotism show. He called a couple of volunteers on stage. Each volunteer was “hypnotized™ by reading a
“Mantra” written on a piece of paper. The hypnotist made people recall theirs past lives, and even had them
narrate some of their experiences from the past. It was real entertaining stuff.

“Well, this guy is real. I thought, they only knew how to do tricks,” wondered Kanai.

Suddenly, he heard someone nudging him. Ma was saying, “Shona, the Bhadralok is requesting me to
allow you to go up on stage. Would you like to go up?”

“Ooh. OK. if it’s not a problem with you,” Kanai said. So up he went on to the stage.

{iﬁmwﬁamﬁm]




“Hello, young man, how are you today? Welcome to my show,” the hypnotist proclaimed. After brief
introductions, he said, “Kanai, now I will hypnotize you. You will fall asleep, and do exactly as told.”

He handed Kanai a piece of paper with the “Mantra™ written. “Please read it carefully, and recite it three
times silently,” the hypnotist requested.

Kanai did so. And as the enthralled audience watched, the hypnotist made Kanai do various things while he
was in a trance. To others, it seemed as though Kanai was sleepwalking and doing the activities, as ordered
by the hypnotist.

Suddenly, the hypnotist snapped his fingers and shouted: “Now you are out of the trance, Kanai. Welcome
back.”

Everyone applauded as Kanai walked off the stage.

The show over, Kanai walked back home with Ma. She asked, “Shona, did you enjoy the experience?”
“Oh yes, quite enjoyable.”

“Tell me, do you remember the “Mantra”? It must be something unique,” she added.

“Unique! Yes, Ma, I remember the Mantra,” Kanai replied.

“Ma, the hypnotist gave me a piece of paper and asked me to read it thrice, silently. The words were: “You
are a very nice person. Please, I have a family to feed. Kindly do as you are told, otherwise, I will be
disgraced and my family will have to go without a meal.” Can you believe it? He probably did this with the

others too. and nobody said a word,” Kanai said.

“Ma, I hope Maa Durga takes care of him and his family, so he does not have to do these shows. He does
not have a job, probably. I hope his dreams are realized.” Kanai added as an afterthought.

With Best Compliments of

NAATS WORLDWIDE LTD

4th Floor, 27 Nathan Rd., Hong Kong.
Tel:852-2722 5588 Fax:852-23110044
E-mail: naats@mail.com Website: naats.8k.com

Expartons of Rauw Silh, Other Tertile Raus Materials,
Plastic Raws Matorials And Agnicadtunal Commoditios.
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With Best Compliments of

Ever Rising Trading Co.

8D Shing Lee Commercial Bldg.
6&-12 Wing Kut Street,
Hong Kong.
Tel.: 2544 7544

With Best Compliments of

GOPAL'S (HK) LTD.

TRAVEL SERVICE
Fax: 852-2368 3550
Tel: 2367 2727 (3 lines)

67, Mirador Mansion, 2/F.,
54-58, Nathan Road, T.S.T.,
Kowloon, Hong Kong.

JUHE W ZUES 8 SRR N E =675 =
Travel Agents Licence No. 351224

AIR TICKETS HOTEL BOOKINGS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND CHINA VISA

With Best Compliments of

MASTED
TAILOD

1204-05 Metropole Building
57 Peking Road,
T.S.T., Kowloon, Hong Kong.

With Best Compliments of

DHOO KRISHT
INTERNATIONAL LTD.

Flat 4, 6/F., HK Worsted Mills Ind. Building.
31-39 Wo Tong Tsui Street,
Kwai Chung, N.T., Hong Kong.
Tel.: (852) 2422 3705
Fax: (852) 2401 7579(0)
Fax: (8520 2607 0495(R)
Email: sgnbalak@netvigator.com
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‘With Best Compliments of

SHAONGHAT YOONCHENG
TRADING CO., LTD.

Room 2310, 23F, Zhonghe Building
1220 Zhou Jia Zui Road
Shanghai 200082
P. R. China
Tel: (86-21) 6535-0923.

Fax: (86-21) 6584-7316

With the Compliments
of

K AN TRADING CO.

INDIAN GENERAL PROVISION MERCHANT STORE KEEPERS
IMPORTERS, EXPORTERS AND WHOLESALERS

The household name in Hong Kong for

QUALITY INDIAN GROCERIES
AND
VEGETARIAN CATERING

SHOP 52 & 5, 1/F., MIRADOR MANSION
58 NATHAN ROAD, KOWLOON, HONG KONG
TEL.: (852) 2723-6781
FAX: (852) 2723-6193
E-MAIL: n_parkash@hotmail.com

With Best Compliments of

RS JEWELLER LIMITED

Shop No. 26, Ground floor
Far East Mansion, 5-6 Middle Road
Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Tel: 2311 9494, 2311 5667
Fax: 2369 1305
E-mail: rsjewellers@hotmail.com

CONTACT : DEEPAK PARYANI
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HEALTH CARE SYSTEM IN HONG KONG

DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA ABOUT IT?

---- Dr. Udayan Ghosh (CMC)

I was thinking of participating in a more active way in our "Durga Puja" souvenir with a contribution. I thought it
might be of use to all our members if I write a few words about "HEALTH CARE IN HK". I believe it is my
responsibility, being a doctor and working in a hospital for long time, to share my knowledge with our members
and give some idea about how the Hong Kong Medical System works. I guess few members are aware of the full
picture. Here at HK two medical sectors work close together. In the private sector you go to private clinic to see the
doctor and pay for. The payment will be made personally by you, or by your office if covered by employment contact
or through health insurance cover if provided to you. The other sector, run by the Hosptial Authority (HA), is a
government subsidised health care system. You can go to any hospital under HA either in A & E department (in case
of emergency) or in the general out patient department (OPD). The OPD is actually a clinic run by the hospital
doctors.The OPD runs every day from 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. with breaks at 1 to 2 p.m. and again at 5 to 6 p.m. Specialist
clinics are also run every day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. You need a referral letter for specialist clinic
which you may avail from your general practitioner, or from A & E department or from general clinic. All public
hospitals under HA charge you for general clinic about HK$38 inclusive of-investigation charges, doctor fees and
medicines for 1 to 2 weeks. On a similar basis, specialist clinics (Surgery, Medicine, Gynae and Obs, Eye. ENT,
Dermatology) charge HK$44. If you are admitted to the hospital the daily charge is HK$68 inclusive of all investigation
and operation charges. You should, however, remember that there might be long waiting lists. In case you can not
wait and/or if you can afford to pay the private doctor fees, you can always visit a private clinic where you will get
special care. Private consultation charge is high in HK. Operation charge is also high compared to hospital fees.
However, if you need to visit a HA hospital, you should be a HK ID cardholder. The medical care in any HA hospital
at HK is high and compares well with any western country; some areas could be even better. Please remember that

dental care in HK is totally private. Some hospitals provide basic dental treatment.

Here are some Public Hospital with their telephone numbers and Chinese name.

English Name. Chinese name. Tel. No.

1. QUEEN ELIZABETH HOSPITAL (QEH) YEE LAI SHA PA- 29588888
2. PRINCESS MARGARET HOSPITAL (PMH) MA KALI- 29901111
3. QUEEN MARY HOSPITAL (UMH) MA LAI- 28553838
4. CARITAS MEDICAL CENTRE (CMC) MING OI- 27467911
5. KWONG WAH HOSPITAL (KWH) KWONG WAH- 23322311
6. UNITED CHRISTIAN HOSPTIAL (UCH) LEUN HAP- 23794000
7. PRINCE OF WALES HOSPITAL WAI YEE CHI- 26322415
8. PAMELA YOUDE HOSPITAL YAU TAK- 2595111

9. POK O HOSPITAL POK OI- 28468000
10.YAN CHAI HOSPITAL YAN CHAI- 24178383
11.TIPO HOSPITAL TAI PO- 26076111

HOSPITAL IN CHINESE IS CALLED YEE YUIN.
Thus, Caritas Hospital is Ming Oi Yee Yuin and Princess Margaret Hospital is Ma Kali Yee Yuin.

ACCIDENT & EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT IS 24 HOURS OPEN.
YOU MUST BE HK ID CARDHOLDER TO AVAIL HOSPITAL FACILITIES.
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With Best Compliments of

Bectic Insurance
Management Co. Ltd.

Rm 4412-13, 44/F.,
“Cosco Tower,
183 Queen’s Road,
Central, [long Kong.

With Best Compliments of
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SEGA EXPORTS LTD.

Flat A, 11/F., Milton Mansion,
96 Nathan Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui,
KHowloon, Hong Kong.
Tel: 2366 1607, 2366 1637
Fox: 2724 3266
e-mail: segahk@hknet.com

With Best Compliments of

SENORITA SHOP
GOLD & DIAMOND JEWELLERY
Importers, Exporters & Wholesale Dealers

PERSONALISED SERVICE

Shop No. 35, G/F., Far East Mansion,
5-6 Middle Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Tel. 2369-3781 Fax: (852)2367-6774

RENU CHUGANI
KAVITA WADHWANI

With Best Compliments of

" b

& Sai Jewellers Ltd

N Shop No 24, G/F, Far East Mansion,
I 5-6 Middle Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, KLN

We carry the most exquisite
jewellery collection in town - in
both 22K gold and dianmionds, at
the lowest possible prices!

When shopping for jewellery,
make sure the first place yow
visit is owurs, and we'll make
sure that we'll be the only place
you'll need to visit!!

Tel: 2724-0008 Fax: 2367-0008
E-mail: ajhira@sai-jewellers.com.hk
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THAKRAL 15F., Hong Kong Pacific Centre 28 Hankow Road,

ORPORATION Tsim Sha Tsui. Kowloon, Hong Kong




I feel like the cat’s vihiskexrs!

When you give wings to your country’s flag, you're entitled to twirl your moustache.
OVER 50 YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

I s’t?m/@ V7 7

Room no. 3008 - @, The Centre 99 Queen’s Road,

Central, Hong Kong.
Phone : 25221176 -78 Fax: 28680132

Website : www.airindia.com




