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Dear Friends,
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to the Durga Puja utsab -2012. This is 
the fourteenth anniversary of this auspicious and joyous event in Hongkong. That we 
have come such a long way is a testimony to the sprit of the local Bengali community 
with a great support and encouragement that we have received from the Indian friends 
and local people of Hongkong. 

It is a sense of pride that  from the reflection of what we,as a community,have achieved 
over the past decade since the birth of the HKBA, the Bengali community has made 
an individual impression on the cultural view in Hongkong.This has been through a  
great and diverse contribution to the cultural milieu of this city. We have a number of 
singers, dancers, painters and various other creative artistes, who have all done us proud 
through their performances in different activities. These cultural, social and charitable 
activities have enabled us to establish strong  ties with a number of other Associations 
and organizations. Our biggest fastival the Durga Puja is no longer confined to just the 
Bengali community,but rather embraces the entire Indian Community in Hongkong. 
To organize this kind of event would never be possible without the generosity, help 
and support of our Indian and Chinese friends. On behalf of The Hongkong Bengali 
Association I would particularly wish to thank the District Facilities Management 
Committee of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council and the officials of the Home Affairs 
Department of the Hongkong Government for their feeling of the importance of this 
festival and making this excellent venue available to us for this purpose. I would also 
like to thanks to all our patrons, sponsors,friends, well wishers and all other Indian 
Associations for their trimendous co-operation and help over the years.
 
Finally I express my grateful to all  the members of The Hongkong Bengali Association 
for making it such a popular and bright Association today and acknowledge the 
contributions of the past President and EC members whose vision,labour and courage 
were the materials during the formation of the HKBA. I,personally,owe a debt of  
gratitude to the members of the present Executive Committee for their so much time 
and hard work to make this year Durga Puja festival success.
 
May the blessings of Ma Durga be on us.
 
 
Sipanta Kumar Saha
President
The Hongkong Bengali Association
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Special Acknowledgements

The Hong Kong Bengali Association wishes to express its heart-felt thanks to all friends, 
supporters, sponsors and well-wishers for the help they have rendered to the cause of our 
Association.  For this year’s Durga Puja, we especially acknowledge the contributions of 
the following persons:

Mr. Mr R Seshadri

Mr. Raymond Ho

Mr. Sohan Goenka

Mr. Vinod Dhariwal

Ms. LIU Suk-Wa, Connie

Mr. Kanwaljeet Singh Dhillon

Pratima Shilpi Shri Arun Paul, Kolkata
Souvenir cover design Debasmita Bhattacharya (Rumki)
Mandap Decoration Sushmita Bakuly, Sawpan Datta
Souvenir Design Lui Man Yin, Mandy

HKBA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2012 - 2013

President Sipanta Kumar Saha
 +852 9419 6031
 sksaha@biznetvigator.com
Vice President Somdev Chatterjee
General Secretary Anindita Bhattacharya
Treasurer Gautam Bakuly

Committee Members Balaram Saha
 Chanchal Chan
 Kaushik Nundy
 Anuradha Sen

Cultural Sub-Committee Anindita Bhattacharya
 Anuradha Sen

Contact HKBA mailhkba@gmail.com
Web Site www.hkba.weebly.com

Durga Puja 2012 Program Schedule

Venue: 
Multipurpose Hall, Henry G Leong Community Center

60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon.

Sasthi Saturday, 20th October - Puja starts from 6:30 PM
  - Prasad distribution 

Saptami Sunday, 21st October - Morning Puja 10:00 – 12:00
  - Pushpanjali 11:00-11:30
  - Prasad distribution
  - Evening Puja 18:00 – 19:00
  - Prasad distribution 19:00-19:30 
  - Cultural program 19:30-20:30

Asthami Monday, 22nd October - Morning Puja 10:00 – 12:00
  - Pushpanjali 11:00-11:30
  - Prasad distribution
  - Sandhi Puja 18:00-19:00
  - Prasad distribution 19:00-19:30
  - Cultural program 19:30-20:00

Navami Tuesday, 23rd October - Morning Puja 10:00 – 12:00
  - Pushpanjali 11:00-11:30
  - Prasad distribution
  - Evening Puja 18:00 – 19:00
  - Prasad distribution 19:00-19:30
  - Cultural program 19:30-20:30

Dashami Wednesday, 24th October - Morning Puja 10:00 – 12:00
  - Pushpanjali 11:00-11:30
  - Dadhi Karma
  - Prasad distribution
  - Sindur Khela 16:00-17:00
  - Cleaning and packing 17:00-18:00

Lakshmi Puja Monday, 29th  October - Puja 18:30-20:30

Bijoya Sammelani Saturday, 15th December - Get together over dinner 9PM to 11PM  

Priest: Shri Shakti Prasad Mukerjee of Kolkata

Traveling Direction to HLCC: 

Take Exit C at Yau Ma Tei MTR, turn right , walk along the Nathan Road, turn right again at 
the Public Square Street, the HGLCC is ahead at the intersection of Public Square Street and 
Shanghai Street. 
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UCO  BANK
(A Govt of India Undertaking operating as a Licensed Bank in HK since 1952)

DIAMOND JUBILEE YEAR
(1952 – 2012)

India’s Top Class Public Sector Bank 
having wide network of more than 2,300 Branches
spread across the country with Overseas presence 

in Hong Kong and Singapore.

   We offer Buyer’s Credit, Trade Finance, ECB, etc..

   We offer all types of banking services including instant                          
         “e-Remittance of INR” facility to any Bank of India.

   We offer Loans at our Overseas Branches against NRE & FCNR(B) 
Deposits held with our Indian Branches

   We also deal in all important International Currencies.

For details, please visit our following Branches:

Hongkong (Main) Branch       Kowloon Branch
Mr T K Acharya, Chief Manager   Mr B Mondal, Chief Manager
4102-06, 41/F, COSCO Tower, 2/F, Astoria Building,
183 Queen’s Road Central, 34 Ashley Road, Tsim Sha Tsui,
Hong Kong Kowloon

Tel :  25249240 (Gen) Tel :  23760398 (Gen)
Fax :  28106954 Fax :  23760173
E-mail :  ucohk@netvigator.com E-mail :  ucokln@hkstar.com 
 25235586       23762740

Mr R Ramamurthy, Chief Executive,
Hong Kong Operations

 25238913
E-mail: ucohk_es@hotmail.com

Please visit our Corporate website  http://www.ucobank.com

Samar is keen to continue his study against all odds. 
He assists a man called Bablu in his small shop that 
deals with recycled paper, glass bottle and different 
kinds of scraped stuffs. Samar is assigned to talk to 
the customers who come for selling old newspapers, 
used glass bottles and some metallic items that have 
good resale value in the recycling industry such as 
copper wire, copper- insulated/ German silver plated 
age old utensils which were used in the bygone days 
mostly by the middle class as well as upper middle 
class people in the city in order to show off their per-
sonal wealth and status as aristocratic Bengalese, but 
now unfortunately this trend is replaced by stainless 
steel throughout the country for convenience and 
faded conventional values. In between waiting for 
customers, he reads some newspapers for making 
him updated what’s going on in the ‘City of Joy’ – a 
tag became quite familiar with the city dwellers since 
a western Film Director Roland Jaffe made an award 
winning film in early 90’s based on the novel of Dom-
inique Lapierre that reveals the grueling lives of the 
thousands of Lepers (people suffering from a disease 
called leprosy) in the heart of the city, how tragic 
plight they have been forced to embrace despite the 
local so called Communist Government’s stark indif-
ferent and hypocritical vote buying statements come 
out in every now and then through banners, posters, 
street cornering using cacophonous loud speakers 
and many more that they are the savior of the people 
who are being deprived, exploited, discriminated in 
this social system for ages. He reads old text books 
in order to quench his thirst for knowledge as a mark 
of long cherished unfulfilled aspiration of going to 
school and continue to study. Normally these old 
books are sold to the shop by some teens in order to 
get some pocket money. One day just before lunch 
Bablu came back from some outside assignment, 
stepped inside the shop and noticed that Samar was 
scanning a piece of newspaper advertisement- a rosy 
caption highlighted in a block amidst light shaded 
sketch of prospective graduates thronged in the la-
bor market for getting offer of some respectable jobs 
by themselves challenging the political influence as 
well as muscle power of MPs and MLA’s in the City of 
Joy, ‘Do you want to further your study? Do you want 
to stand on your own feet and vow to bolster a new 
career growth ensuring a smooth passage for a better 
tomorrow? Enroll yourself in a night school at Circus 
Avenue, fees very nominal, but candidate has to per-

A Better Tomorrow

Bikram Mukhopadhyay

sonally help the owner of the school in rebuilding the 
campus through fund raising activity time to time.’

Samar had finished reading and as he noticed that 
Bablu was keeping an eye on him as well as the ‘ad-
vertisement’ as it was not very difficult for Bablu to 
scan the ‘advertisement’ from close proximity of the 
area where Samar was sitting.

Hei, what’s up Samar? Anything interesting? Samar 
just taken aback and said, no, this is just an ‘adver-
tisement’, I am going through as I like reading news-
paper ‘advertisement.’ Bablu, I know this is a news-
paper ‘advertisement and I also know that you are 
reading this ‘advertisement’ quite intensively without 
being exposed to anybody looking at you.” Samar got 
a bit embarrassed as well as scared to lose his job, 
‘may be my Boss Babluda is not happy, he might ac-
cuse me for dereliction of duty.’ So, in order to im-
press Bablu and changing the course of the context 
purposely, Samar  cleverly said, ‘Babluda, would you 
like to have masala tea (Spicy tea) tea ,mixed with 
cardamom and cinnamon that gives really good fra-
grance and very popular in any major cities in India. 
Bablu said in a very colloquial way full of humors but 
a bit authoritative mood, ‘just do not try to butter me 
Samar’. ‘Have you finished reading that ‘ad’? He said, 
‘just little is left.’ Bablu asked, ‘is it very interesting’? 
Samar started fumbling, ‘what to say, should I tell the 
truth or just leave it, may be if Babluda comes to know 
that I am willing to continue my study, he might not 
allow me to work here and as a matter of fact I will 
lose this job and my mother, my younger sister and 
me altogether would be starving again. Better not to 
tell the truth. He replied coolly, ‘no, nothing interest-
ing Babluda, just reading this ‘advertisement’ as I told 
you earlier that I like reading ‘advertisement.’ Bablu 
could make out from his face that he was not telling 
the truth, he was deliberately trying to hide the truth, 
but why? ‘He is not doing anything wrong. There is 
no customer in the shop and he is reading a newspa-
per ‘advertisement’, so why he is getting scared to tell 
the truth. Bablu was trying to figure out and unravel 
the hidden mystery behind this, scratching his head a 
bit with his elongated fingers and chewing the butts 
of a ball pen that he was holding in his right hand 
as matter of common practice during a session that 
allows him to ponder over something annoying, he 
immediately got it as it was not unpredictable. Bablu 
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took the newspaper, read the same ‘advertisement’ 
with lots of interests mixed with curiosity and was 
quite sure about the result why he was not telling him 
the truth. Bablu was sitting in a cubicle behind the 
huge pile of old bundles of newspaper, magazine and 
text book from where the customers or anybody else 
in the shop could not see him, directly, he called, 
‘Samar, can you please come here.’ Samar came and 
stood up there, a bit nervous, who knows what was 
going to happen? Is he going to be fired, what will 
happen to my family? How could I make a living at 
this moment? How my mother and sister are going to 
survive? All these reckless ideas were rattling in his 
mind. Bablu, quite passionately asked Samar in order 
to twist him a bit, ‘do you want to further your study? 
Tell me. Samar was aghast and literally in tears, fum-
bling and mumbling himself, ‘what am I supposed to 
answer. Bablu again said, ‘do you want to continue 
your study’? I can help you. He now broke the ice, 
broke the pillar of uncertainty about Samar and his 
family future that largely depends upon a small in-
come generated by the wage he gets every month for 
his six days a week, 9to 5 job as a shop assistant. He 
is now a bit relieved but could not aspire for what his 
aspiration is. ‘You remain in this shop till 5 o’clock 
and after five you go straight to the night school, You 
do not need to worry about your school fees, I will 
try to arrange.’ Samar got utterly surprised. It was in-
credible. Now this time without much fear he asked 
Bablu, ‘Babluda, how about my this job? Will you 
still pay me my wage for working here’? ‘Of course, 
Samar, you will be paid as usual for your nine to five 
job, there will be no problem, but when you will do 
your homework? In the night school you got to be 
there between 6 to 9 pm, After that you got to catch 
‘Sonarpur local,’ a local train that transports commut-
ers from the different parts of the suburbs of Kolkata 
to the main city, it is located at the southern part of a 
district called 24pgs (parganas) you will arrive home 
almost 10 O’clock night. You will be very tired, again 
next day by 9 O’clock you got to be here, how could 
you manage all these things.? Samar with a flash of 
overwhelming joy in his eyes and robust optimism in 
his heart answered, I will manage Babluda, you see, I 
will not be late here. I will finish everything on time. 
I will never give you any chance to complain against 
me.

Bablu kept his cool, put his right hand on his (Samar) 
shoulder and said, ‘I know Samar, you are a very hon-
est and diligent boy, but what about raising funds? This 
is one of the conditions that you have to fulfill. ‘That’s 
true, I did not think about it’. Bablu told Samar, wait, 
there is a phone number. Let me talk to the owner of 

past four. Why didn’t you call me? You know that I 
am supposed to make a phone call to Mr Malakar? 
I am sorry Babluda, I thought you are taking rest, I 
should not disturb you, that’s why I didn’t call you. 
Anyway, Bablu pressed the redial button of his push 
button telephone and it was immediately connected 
to the same mobile number, 9831052537, the phone 
was ringing, hello, from the other end, from this 
end Bablu, hello, can I talk to Mr Malakar please, 
speaking. Mr Malakar, I am Bablu Biswas here, I saw 
your advertisement regarding your night school, so, 
I want to know more in details, can you please tell 
me something about your course? Did you read the 
advertisement properly? Asked Mr Malakar.Yes I did, 
said Bablu, you are talking about the fund raising ac-
tivity isn’t it? Yes, this is the prime criteria for the en-
rollment in this night School, otherwise, the monthly 
school fees would be charged more around Rs 55 per 
month, five days a week, three hours a day. And dur-
ing enrollment two months in advance, this money is 
adjustable with the school fess for last two months’ 
Malakar continued like an announcement usually 
made in a railway station for providing information 
to the passengers regarding the schedule time of the 
incoming or outgoing trains arriving or departing rail-
way station from a designated platform..

Ok, excuse me Mr Malakar, when the session be-
gins? Very soon, just after Durga Puja, Thank you Mr 
Malakar. I will get back to you soon. Bablu put down 
the phone. ‘Babluda, what happened? What did he 
say?’ Bablu is bit silent, Samar was just gazing at 
Bablu. Bablu, no problem, you will start going to this 
school after Durga Puja. ‘Really, Babluda, thank you 
Babluda, you are very kind to me. But I am thinking 
Samar, will you be able to raise some funds for this 
school? Otherwise they are going to charge very high 
school fees. Yes, Babluda, I can. Bablu: how? I can 
make some handicrafts, even my mother and sister 
can make as well. All of us together can make good 
quantities of handicrafts such as pottery, hand fans 
and even some kinds of stools made of rattan canes. 
We will sell it to the local market near our house 
and can get some money. Bablu was simply looking 
at Samar when he was explaining to him in details 
without knowing the harsh reality and at the same 
time cursing the local so called Communist Leaders 
who are unscrupulously exploiting these people, giv-
ing them false hopes and promises of changing their 
lives and livelihood in order to get their votes that 
would help them to establish their regime, maintain-
ing their status quo and accumulating their personal 
wealth. Bablu: ‘But, Samar, you got to spend a lot of 
money to buy raw materials, isn’t it? I know, I can use 

the night school. ‘Hei, Samar, do you remember the 
name of the school owner, is it given at the bottom 
part of the advertisement?’ ‘Yes, I remember, some 
Malakar. Some Malakar, how about full name? ‘Wait, 
let me check from the newspaper advertisement. 
Bablu picked up the newspaper, turned the page over 
in order to find the piece of advertisement he read 
just now, got the full name, read it a bit loudly, Mr 
Abhoynanda Malakar, chuckled a bit for his outdat-
ed first name and immediately dialed the mobile no 
9831052537, A recorded voice came from the other 
end, Hi, I cannot take your call now. Please, leave 
your name and contact number, I will get back to you 
as soon as possible, thank you and there was a blip 
sound, Bablu just left a short message in his number, 
hi, Mr Malakar, I am Bablu Biswas here, could you 
please call me back in this number…9831076676. 
Wait Samar, I could not talk to this person. I have 
left a short message in his mobile number, if he re-
turns the call it is well and good, otherwise I will give 
him one more call. At least till half-past four there 
was no return call from Mr Malakar ‘You go and do 
your work. I will see to this. Bablu said. Samar found 
himself a very lucky person in this world. Is it quite 
believable that a boss is helping his employee out of 
his way selflessly. I am really a lucky chap. By this 
time a man came to sell his scrapped stuff such as old 
magazine, newspapers, uncapped beer glass bottles, 
for recycling purpose. Samar put everything on a age 
old manual weighing machine that never gives you 
the correct weight of the stuffs and ultimately benefits 
the owner of the shops and frustrates the customers 
who are selling those scrapped stuffs. “3and 1/2 kg 
uncle, that means Rs 7 only, Rs 2 per kg, the customer 
agreed and Samar gave him 7Rs..As soon as the man 
had left, suddenly Samar looked at the wall clock and 
he found it was quarter past four.

He saw Bablu was taking a short nap, sitting on a 
chair in his small cubicle. Samar thought what he 
should do, ‘should I call Babluda and remind him to 
make a phone call or he might feel disturbed.. Why 
there was no return call from Mr Malakar? Babluda 
has left a message in his mobile. Why some people 
are not quite responsible in this city? When some-
body has left a message in your mobile, you should 
call back, I don’t know, may be Mr Malakar is no 
more interested in the night school business. All these 
self-made inscrutable thoughts were dawning in his 
impressionable mind at that time. He felt it was a bit 
nerve wracking session for him. Finally he chose not 
to call him. He was again reading a story in a mag-
azine. Suddenly Bablu just woke up, looked at the 
clock and saw it was half-past four. Samar, it is half 

a small part of my wage to buy just a small quantity 
of these raw materials and there is no labor charge as 
all of us will do it together.’ As Samar just concluded 
his honest and candid explanations, full of optimisms 
about life and a ray of self-confidence was sparkling 
from his innocent face, Bablu said, Samar, I did not 
know that you can make all these things as you said 
just now. Is it true? Samar: Yes, Babluda, it is. I never 
told you as we never talked about this. Suddenly, an 
idea just flashed in his Bablu’s mind, ‘if I buy those 
raw materials and ask Samar to make all those things 
altogether engaging his mother and sister, and he will 
sell it to local market then it would be a business, 
whatever profits come up from this small business I 
will share with him 50 percent as their collective la-
bor charge and commission for selling, that means 
I do not need to give him his school fees, he can 
give it from his own earning. That’s not a bad idea. 
There is no large amount of money involved in this 
small business.’ Samar, are you quite sure that you, 
your mother and sister altogether can make all those 
stuffs? Yes, Babluda, before coming to work here I 
did this but we stopped it just because we wear be-
ing harassed by the police unnecessarily. How did 
they harass you? They were demanding high amount 
of commission from our profits and if we failed they 
were giving false cases against us, locked me up and 
caused a great amount of trouble. What a rouge these 
guys are? He simply murmurs. Listen, Samar, I have 
an idea. Bablu told emphatically, I will buy those raw 
materials, you and your mother and sister will make 
this in your free time. You sell it for me in the local 
markets both at Sonarpur and here I mean Park Cir-
cus market. Whatever profits will come up from this 
sale we will share it fifty- fifty and you can pay your 
school fees from this earning. You do not need to be 
obligated to me as I am not bearing your school fees, 
you are bearing from your own earning, ok? And, this 
time no police will harass you. I know the officer in 
charge of this local police station- I mean this Korea 
Police Station and I will request him that nobody will 
harass you in your local area that means Sonarpur 
area. Hei, Samar, your area comes under Sonarpur 
Police Station? Yes, Babluda. But one more thing, Sa-
mar, can you manage all these things? Just remember, 
you got to make these handicrafts, sell it to local and 
sometimes here in this Park circus market, you got 
to work in my shop quite a long hours and again at-
tending night school and finally going back home, 
doing home work and sleep. Samar answered unhesi-
tatingly with a very positive frame of mind, yes, Bab-
luda, I can and I will, I know it is not very easy and 
I also know that it is not very difficult either, to get 
something to lose something. Just imagine Babluda, 
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if I can continue my study for few years and if I can 
do well then that will be more better than a little bit 
of handwork at present. You do not worry Babluda 
and one more thing Babluda, so long you are with me 
I can win over my struggle for existence. As, Samar 
stopped, Bablu could not control him but hugged 
him, cuddled him a bit and said to him, Samar, you 
are very optimistic, you will definitely shine in life, if 
you keep on doing like this no one can stop you from 
prospering, I am sure. Thank you Babluda, everybody 
is not like you, you are something special. Ok, no 
buttering please Samar. Let me talk to Mr Malakar 
that you will pay that school fees but no fund raising 
is possible for you, let me see what does he say. Bablu 
again redialed the same phone number, can I talk to 
Mr Malakar please? Speaking, yes Mr Malakar, Bablu 
Biswas here. Yes, Mr Biswas, tell me, what did you 
decide? I have decided to enroll without taking fund 
raising trouble. Is it? Then you have to pay high school 
fees, I know Bablu said. Now could you please tell 
me more about the particular course, time of comple-
tion and at the end of the course are you going to 
give any diploma or certificate, is your night school 
registered? What? You are asking if my school is regis-
tered or not? Excuse me, Mr Biswas, whether you will 
enroll or not, it is completely your choice, but do not 
finger at me if I am running this night school without 
registration. No, Mr Malakar, don’t get me wrong, I 
am sorry if I hurt you. I did not mean to say that. I am 
just trying to make everything clear before making a 
decision. By the way, Mr Biswas, may I ask you some-
thing, are you the candidate or somebody else? Now, 
Bablu just waited for a while, what he would say, 
what is his relationship with Samar. He was guessing, 
how old Samar could be. 15 or 16, if his lost younger 
brother would have been alive, perhaps he would be 
at Samar’s age. Bablu told Mr Malakar with a firm 
tone, no, I am not the candidate, my younger brother. 
What is his name. Samar, Samar Das. Is he your own 
brother Mr Biswas?Mr Malakar asked. What do you 
mean by own brother Mr Malakar? Sometimes some 
relationships do not necessarily depend on blood, it 
depends on intimacy, feeling, trust and honesty. Mr 
Malakar did not dare to argue on this issue nor Bablu 
himself. Ok, Mr Biswas, you please meet me just after 
Durga Puja, come along with the candidate and of 
course two months school fees plus Rs hundred for 
books and other miscellaneous things. Thank you Mr 
Malakar, I will meet you just after Puja, Ok?

As Bablu put down the phone, Samar was just look-
ing at Bablu, he could not believe his own ears what 
he heard just now the entire conversation between 
Bablu and Mr Malakar. ‘Babluda, you said to Mr Mal-

akar that I am your younger brother. Yes, so what, If 
my younger brother would have been alive now he 
would be of your age and there is nothing wrong if I 
think you are just like my younger brother. Babluda, 
you are not only my boss, you are much more than 
that, I will never be able to repay your debt through-
out my life. You don’t need to, replied Bablu with a bit 
of wit, otherwise how could I scold you, how could I 
say, Samar, where is my masala tea? Samar, where is 
my mobile phone? Samar, why didn’t you clean my 
astray on the table etc? Yes, Babluda, I don’t need to. I 
don’t need to repay your debt as taking help from el-
der brother is not a debt, rather it is just another form 
of blessing and I am extremely lucky that apart from 
my mother and sister there is someone who is very 
close to my heart, who cares about my future and 
cares about my other family members as well, Samar 
could not help but weeping bitterly, perhaps thinking 
that god is really happy with him now at least. Bablu 
was trying to hold back his tears and simultaneous-
ly pacifying him, Hei Samar, you are brave, you are 
optimistic, you are clever, shading tear does not suit 
you, you are full of new ideas, you are a yellow star of 
today. Tomorrow a new dawn will appear in your life, 
just wait and see, saying this both Bablu and Samar 
hugged each other as passionately as they could and 
waved for a better tomorrow. (PART I)

“Where words fail, music speaks” ~ 
Christian Anderson

One can’t agree more with this ad-
age after having even a slight inkling 
of Kishore Kumar.  

A genius as accomplished and as ex-
traordinary as Kishore Kumar is an 
enigma to the entire world. With his 
sheer ability, distinctive music and as 
a trend setter, Kishore da is one of 
the brightest luminaries of the Indi-
an cinema. A singer par excellence, 
Kishore da wrote a new chapter in 
the world of playback singing. With perfection 
in various aspects of film making – being a lyri-
cist, composer, producer, director, screen writer, 
script writer and actor – Kishore da is an institu-
tion in himself.

Born on August 4th 1929, Kishore da dominated 
the Hindi Film Industry as the leading playback 
singer from late 1960s until his untimely demise 
in 1987. Kishore Kumar’s early successes as hin-
di cinema’s first Comic Hero, overthrew the tra-
ditional concept of a comedian, which was until 
then nothing more than just a side kick, ensuring 
the growth in stature of other comic actors to 
follow.

Dev Anand and S.D. Burman were amongst 
the first to recognize the talent which was yet 
to come to the fore. Kishore Kumar became the 
voice of Dev Anand with evergreen hits creat-
ed by S. D. Burman in films like Munimji, Taxi 
Driver, Paying Guest, Guide, Jewel Thief, Prem 
Pujari, etc.

With S. D. Burman’s Aradhana, Kishore da’s 
mellifluous voice came to the limelight. “Mere 
Sapno Ki Rani” and “Roop Tera Mastana” rede-
fined playback singing and marked the begin-

The Mystique of a Legend

Neil Chaudhuri

ning of the Golden Era. 

Since early 70’s Kishore da’s voice 
inspired and boosted many a career 
in hindi film industry, transcending 
generations, genres and geography.  
His exuberant voice matched with 
powerful rendition and subtle effort-
lessness was sheer magic. Kishore 
da’s voice was the undisputed voice 
for all the top actors from 1970’s till 
late 1980’s – Dev Anand, Rajesh 
Khanna, Amitabh Bachchan and Ri-

shi Kapoor – featured in Kishore da’s best songs 
on-screen.

The present generation too is constantly in touch 
with the legend’s voice, with uncountable re-
mixes of Kishore da’s evergreen hits churned out 
incessantly.  

Even Kishore Kumar’s legacy has lived on and 
has been a constant source of inspiration to un-
countable successful singers and aspirants. Not-
ed playback singers Kumar Sanu, Abhijit, Vinod 
Rathod, Babul Supriyo are just to name a few 
who belong to Kishore da’s school of music and 
genre.  

I have been fortunate enough to be born in a 
musical family and to have grown up during 
the golden era of Hindi Film Music. Music then 
meant to be symphony to the ears and would re-
ally be well taken into the safe vault of the heart 
for all times to come. I consider myself blessed to 
be able to follow Kishore da’s gharana in what-
ever opportunities life has thrown up at me. To 
millions like me, Kishore da has simply been an 
unending source of joy with soul stirring musical 
renditions abound and the ultimate benchmark 
of a musical prodigy. 

Kishore da will always live in our hearts.

With Best Complements from
 

HDIL (HK) LTD

Unit B, 19th Floor,
Easy Tower,

No 609, Tai Nam Street (WEST)
Cheung Sha Wan

Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Tel: 852- 21919989

Email: info@happydil.com
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The Journey 
By Debasmita Bhattacharya 

As he woke up, he realized that he was lying on an operating table and faces in white masks were 
peering down at him. He recognized the surroundings since he had been in hospital before, but 
wondered what he was doing there now. Then he felt the pain… It was excruciating. They were 
extracting his very soul from his body. He struggled under the firm grip of gloved hands. He needed 
to escape. Somehow. There had to be a way. His life depended on it.  Suddenly, a sharper pain hit 
and the world turned dark. 

He was floating aimlessly through nothingness and felt strangely content. Happier than he had ever 
been in his life. He didn’t know why, but he felt as though he had forgotten something. Something 
extremely important but he just couldn’t recall what it was. An uneasy feeling niggled at him but 
before he could figure out why, he felt a tug in the pit of his stomach and was transported to a some-
what familiar place. 

Horrified, he realized he was looking down at himself. Surgeons had dissected his body and were 
in the process of inserting razor thin, polished metal instruments into his torso. He noticed a syringe 
hanging out of the crook of his right elbow. He was totally disorientated and could not comprehend 
what was happening. How could he be in two places at the same time? What was that bizarre, 
wispy substance floating up from his chest? The terror built up. The fear of not knowing, of being 
lost in a familiar yet mysterious place, overwhelmed him. Suddenly, he couldn’t take it anymore. 
He let loose a blood-curdling scream and found himself back in his body, right where he belonged. 
The soul extraction had failed. 

There were the days when I played in the sun:
A past that is gone, that has now come undone.
Anecdotes, precious, reminiscent of fun,
Caught in my own little dream world.
 
Maybe I knew this was not meant to last,
Maybe those days were mere hours that passed,
I was so blinded; it all seemed so vast –
Maybe I knew of my dream world.
 
A landscape of vistas, bathed in white light,
A distant horizon, forgetting the night:
Reviving my lust, and soaring to flight –
As I return to my dream world.
 
Something that seemed to simple outside,
Reality: mazes that cover my mind.
The past is gone, yet I need to define
Why it is still in my dream world.
 

Dream World
by Sohini Paul

Nightmares are true and my dreams turn to ash,
Delicate thorns that caress with each lash,
Ice to the fire – titans that crash:
Breaking the flow of my dream world.
 
My mind ceases fight, my heart starts to slow,
The dreams of the past which I cannot let go,
Pale as the winter and cold as the snow,
Death in my own little dream world.
 
As passers do go, and people do die,
If one was to only, close their two eyes,
The resonance whispers: a start is nearby –
A new beginning to my dream world.

Amidst our jam-packed lives, HKBA is always an ex-
cuse for a gathering. The gatherings can be to rejoice 
united in joy of the auspicious Durga Puja (Worship 
of Goddess Durga). Be it sunshine or rain, we will 
always be there to celebrate the homecoming of our 
pious Goddess. It can also be social gatherings, or 
an assembly to celebrate India’s unique festivals to-
gether.

Here, everyone is encouraged to show their talent in 
relevance to the gathering or our culture and heri-
tage. Drawings, paintings and musical showcases 
are appreciated and accepted as much as dance per-
formances. The sole purpose of HKBA is to provide 
a feeling of being at India – mostly Bengal, or being 
at home during festivals. The Hong Kong Bengali As-
sociation is also a social media of interconnection 
between Bengalis residing here, in Hong Kong.

The love and interdependence in the atmosphere 
provokes non-members to become members. This is 
what also motivates the members to eagerly antici-
pate the next annual puja, or gathering in general.

The “aarti” , the performances, and the ambience – 
all the aspects needed to fulfill the memory of the 
grand celebrations back in our pristine hometown(s) 
can be found here. From “dhunuchi naach”  to “shin-
dur khela” everything is arranged for you to join in. 
With assurance, we have the absolute time of our 
lives during these gatherings. Dance, music, aarti or 
just the fun-factor – everything is considered.

With every passing day, the eagerness of the gath-
ering gets to me. Friends, family everyone will be 
there. Merely the thought of puja gets me excited.
Over summer, everyone goes to India to buy trendy 
traditional clothing especially for this occasion. Ev-
erybody gets to flaunt their buys during the social 
events, pujas in particular. “Movies, masti, magic” 
everyone has a blast!

Pujas are a colourful, mystical sight indeed! From 
grandparents to children, every person attending 
comes in ethnic wear. The ‘anjali’ session is what 
gives the assembly a touch of bliss. The priest recites 

by Sanjana Ganguly

the holy chant first, which is followed by a repeti-
tion in unison. It is truly a wonder to hear the hun-
dred plus people chant simultaneously.

Relatives that come from India to attend the puja, 
are left awe. They had not imagined, the Indian 
culture would be preserved so pristinely in a for-
eign country.

An example would be – during some specific days 
of worship, no non-veg is eaten. This is a part of the 
Hindu culture we are trying to preserve. Shoes are 
to be left outside as a sign of respect. This is reg-
ularly maintained; everybody comes in and pays 
their respects to the supreme goddess.

Due to fire control at Hong Kong, we miss the 
earthly fragrance of dhoop and dhuno. 

Bengali becomes the only means of communica-
tion. Each person communicates to the other in the 
same language. This way, the feeling of being at 
Bengal, and hearing the repetitive Bengali chants 
and gossips are felt here, at Hong Kong.

The most jaw-dropping sight at puja has to be 
the idol. Every detail is carefully carved. Goddess 
seems to be supervising the puja with her dense, 
dark, kohl lined eyes.

This is also an occasion, where the youth has the 
privilege of attaining love and blessings from all 
senior guardians, also referred to as ‘gurujon’. We 
all cherish the feeling of belonging to every family. 
Everyone is loved equally, despite which families 
they belong to.

The enjoyment is what makes the ambience magi-
cal. Not only does the puja provide a fun, magical 
atmosphere, it also provides lifelong memories. Es-
pecially if you are settled in Hong Kong, and have 
attended pujas here. These memories will always 
make you want to come back.   
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Summer holidays

Chinmoy Saha

We all, including me, wait for summer desperately every year mainly for the arrival of summer holidays. At the 
last week of school, before the endless summer holidays, most students think of distinct events they would do 
in their never-ending summer holidays, like going to the beach to build sandcastles or to add more seashells to 
their collection. Some other students, like me, wonder about their new friends and teachers. Some adults, like 
my parents, are crazy to spend enough time with their family and relatives, while some other people wait impa-
tiently for their endless vacation. The weather is often favorable for fun activities, such as, badminton, swimming, 
or my favorite sport, basketball. Most people also crave anxiously to eat ice-cream. My sisters and my mom also 
desire greatly for going shopping, since approximately EVERYTHING is on sale. This is why I and most people 
enjoy summer holidays. 

With Best Compliments

Hua Hsia Textiles Trading Company Limited

Flat A & B, 7/F, Metropolitan FTY & Warehouse Building
30-32 Chai Wan Kok Street

Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong

Tel: 2407 2553      Fax: 2406 7603      
E-mail: amen@huahsia.com
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  With best compliments

MILLENNIUM HK 
IMPEX LTD

Your reliable business partner

With Best Compliments

Kan Tad Hong Stationery Co.

No. 14, 4/F, Fu Hang Industrial Building
1 Hok Yuen Street E.

Hung Hom
Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tel: 2362 1208      Fax: 2362 5146      Email: fiona@kthsc.com

TRANSMA   LIMITED
transma@transma.com.hk           

Tel.: 2861 1623     Fax: 2861 3901

With Best Compliments

Golden Thread Factory
Ten and Ten Thread Co. Ltd.

With Best Compliments

Po San Zipper Co Ltd

27/F, No 02, Nam Wo Hong Bldg.
148 Wing Lok Street, Sheung Wan, H.K.

Tel: (852) 2541 8144        Fax: (852) 2541 2789
Mob (HK): (852) 9027 7962

Mob (China): (86) 13929004898
E-mail: michael@zia.com.hk

http://www.zia.com.hk

BACKPACKERS HOSTEL 
Block 146  Jalan Bukit Merah 
 # 01-1088 Songapore 160146 

Tel  :  (65) 63762373 
Email :  info@bpkers.com 
Website :  www.bpkers.com

Flat 12, 17/F, 
Wah Wai Ind. Bldg, 
53-61 Pak Tin Par Street,
Tsuen Wan, N.T., Hong Kong

Tel: 2424 2523          
Fax: 2420 0392          
Email: gthread@biznetvigator.com
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With best compliments
 
 

Mrs. & Mr. Ajay Jakhotia
 
 

Kunming Trading Company

12/F, Room B, Alpha House
27-33 Nathan Road

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tel: 2368 5997 (4 lines)
Fax: 2723 9408

email: kunmingt@biznetvigator.com
www.ktcdiamond.com

With Best Compliments

Shop nos. UG06-08
Upper Ground Floor (next Mcdonalds) Toyo Mall.

Inter-Continental Plaza,94 Granville Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui East, Kowloon,

Hongkong.
Tel- 2367 5619, Fax - 2368 7614.



Happy Durga Puja

With Best Compliments From

Getting People in Place On Time Worldwide
www.griffintravel.com

Griffin World Wide offices 
 Africa, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Cyprus, Greece, Hong Kong, India,

Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Malaysia, Norway, Philippines,
Russia, Singapore, UAE, UK, USA, Vietnam 





Durga Puja 2011

The Hong Kong Bengali Association







 Picnic 2011

Maha Navami





Srikanta  concert

35
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Exquisite Thai treat in Tai Mei Tuk

With Best Compliments from:

69 G/F, Tai Mei Tuk Village, Tai Po, N.T.    
Phone : 2664 5218     Fax: 2665 1269
Email: chungshingfood@yahoo.com

With Best Complements from

Adisunay Trading Co.

With Best Wishes

Deepak Jhaveri
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SHIPCARE  SHIP  
SERVICES  LIMITED 

shipcare@shipcare.hk        
Tel: 3904 3398      Fax: 2861 1601 Dipankar Mukutmoni 

Sushweta Mukutmoni
Indrajit Mukutmoni

With best compliments from:

With Best Compliments

Millennium Industrial Company

Room - E, 10/F, Block 1
Gold Field Industrial Building

Kwai Chung, N.T., Hong Kong

Tel: 2422 6738     Fax: 2422 5838
E-mail: artlandtech@incnets.com

With best compliments

Regal’s Electronics

Shop No. 38
1/F, Chungking Mansion

36-44 Nathan Road, Kowloon
Hong Kong

TST: P.O. Box 96769, Kowloon
Hong Kong

Cable: JOSHIL
ATel:  2368 1317 / 2368 2747
E-mail: regalshk@hknet.com

Happy Durga Puja

From:  Mrs. & Mr. R S Parameswaran, 
 Mrs. & Mr. C R S Nathan, 
 Jairam, Vani, Uday and Varshini

Suite 605, 6th Floor, China Insurance Group Building,
141 Des Voeux Road Central, Hong Kong

Tel. No. (852) 2376 3611     Fax No. (852) 2736 5115
email: divya@prima.imsbiz.com.hk
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With Best Compliments

Electronics Mfg. Co. Ltd.

1/F Lee Man Commercial Building
105-107 Bonham Strand, E. Sheung Wan Hong Kong

G.P.O. Box 10799 Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2541 2232     Fax: (852) 2815 4776
Email: sunnyjpn@netvigator.com

(JAPAN)

With Best Compliments

荃盈毛袋製衣配件有限公司
Chuen Ying Handbag and Garment Accessories Ltd.

九龍深水埗醫局街 142A 地下
G/F, 142A Yee Kuk St., Sham Shui Po, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2386 2663 (6 lines) Fax: (852) 2729 2210

東莞長安廈邊景福路 1-6 棟（上角交界）
電話：(0769) 5417282 傳真：0769) 5330622

E-mail: skytones@netvigator.com

We are the only travel agency 
named the India Travel Specialist by 

Cathay Pacific & Dragonair

Looking for direct non-stop flights to Kolkata?

Recipient of Cathay Pacific’s Top Agent Award for 2009, 2010 & 2011

Let us guide you…

G.C. Nanda & Sons Ltd. 
T - 2522 3137 / 2522 4228

www.nandatravel.com
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With Best Compliments

Hong Kong Office
香港九龍尖沙咀寶勒巷 6-8A盈豐商業大廈17樓1705室
Room 1705, 17/F, Winfield Commercial Building
6-8A Prat Avenue, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 23699553, 27394728
Fax: (852) 27399876
E-mail: sksaha@biznetvigator.com, pion03@biznetvigator.com

成權有限公司
Pioneer Glory Ltd

With Best Compliments

Room 502-3, 5th floor,
Hing Lung Commercial Building,

68-74 Bonham Strand, Sheung Wan,
Hongkong

Tel: 2854 2292      E-mail: babu@remushk.com
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With Best Compliments

PRATIK
A World Class Garments Manufacturer in Bangladesh

Pratik Apparels Limited
House No. 384(2nd Floor)

Road No. 28, New D.O.H.S.,
Mohakhali, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Tel: (02) 8714252/ 8714253      Fax: 88 02 8815149
E-mail: sahagfl@dhaka.net

All Kinds of Materials

With Best Complements from

   806, Tower –B, New Mandarin Plaza, 
14, Science Museum Road, TST East, 

Kowloon, HK        
Tel : +852 2526 5039
Fax : +852 3475 0824                          

Asia View Enterprises Ltd 
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With Best Compliments License No: 240653

World Wide Travel Services Co.
World Wide Guest House

Arpinder Gill (Managing Director)

Services Provided
 ] Air Ticketing
 ] Package Tours
 ] Visa for China & Singapore
 ] Hotel Accomodation   
 (Local & Overseas)
 ] Shuttle Services   
 (Airport - City  - Airport)
 ] Guest House

Travel Office
Shop 69A, 2/F Mirador Mansion, 54-64 Nathan Road

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: 2725 5111    Mob: 9208 4879    Fax: 2625 5998

E-mail: apinder@netvigator.com

Guest House
E1, 14/F Mirador Mansion, 54-64 Nathan Road

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: 2311 3550     Fax: 2625 5998      

E-mail: wwgsthse@biznetvigator.com 

With Best Compliments

TUNG TAI BUTTON FACTORY

M/F, 214 (B), Yee Kuk Street
Sham Shui Po

Kowloon, Hong Kong

Contact: Matthew Lee (Director)
Tel:   (852) 2360 5280
Fax:  (852) 2720 8272

Email: matthew@tungtailtd.imsbiz.com.hk

Best wishes from Sandra Limited Best wishes for Durga Puja and 
Dashera from

Manufacturers and importers of cotton yarn, 
fibre, fabrics and accessories.
Also dealing in Lighting and Office Furniture 
projects for various Hotels and Retail outlets.

Flat F, 8/F, Phase II, Kwai Shing Industrial Building
42-46 Tai Lin Pai Road, Kwai Chung, N.T.,  Hong Kong
Tel: 22426424  Fax: 23335939 Web: www.topnetintl.cn

23 Luard Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong. 
Contact: +852 – 2529 1811

3/F Ho Lee Commercial Building, 
38 - 44 Lan Kwai Fong, Hong Kong.  

Contact: +852 - 2537 2011

With Best Compliments

       A. R. INT’L (HK) LIMITED

Suite 902, 9/F Diamond Exchange Building
8-10 Duddell Street
Central, Hong Kong

 Tel : (852) 2522 5480, 2523 5377
 Fax : (852) 2521 2072, 2523 0767 

E-mail: arintl@netvigator.com
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“ Glorious Presence in Hong kong since 2007”

CONTACT US AT :
ALLAHABAD BANK, UNITS 1908-09, LIPPO CENTER , TOWER 1, 89 QUEENSWAY, ADMIRALTY, HONG KONG 
TEL: 2523-8363, 2523-3144, 2523-8366          FAX: 2523-3553          E-mail: albhk@on-nets.com

www.allahabadbank.in

COMPLIMENTS OF THE  SEASON!

SHEILA’S  EXPORTS LIMITED
16/FL,  HK & MACAU BUILDING

156-157 CONNAUGHT  ROAD CENTRAL,
HONG KONG.

TEL: 2525 3035
FAX: 2525 3053

Wishing everybody happiness on

DURGA PUJA

LION FORESTRY LIMITED
 4305, TOWER ONE, LIPPO CENTRE,
 89 QUEENSWAY, HONG KONG
 Tel:  (852) 2523 5112, 2523 5116
 Fax: (852) 2537 1066
 E-mail: lionforest@biznetvigator.com

With Best Compliments from
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With best compliments of

 THAKRAL 
 ELECTRONICS

Suite 303-305, Inter-continental Plaza
94 Granville Road  Tsim Sha Tsui East

Kowloon, Hong Kong

Phone:  +852 2722 7752
Fax:      +852 2724 9039
www.thakralcorp.com

Dussera Wishes

Bhaven Jhaveri

With Best Compliments

CORNER 90

G/F, 90 Hung To Road,
Kwun Tong, Hongkong

Tel : 2334 7898    e-mail : info@corner90.com
website : www.corner90.com
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East Asia Trading Company
1725-26 Star House

Tsim Sha Tsui
Kowloon

Hong Kong

With best compliments

Mrs. & Mr. Shankarlal Sureka 

Puja Greeting from 
Well Wisher
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