AN A B FEme

A

-gmmu__ -

.‘1

DURGA PUJO 2025



It 91o99
I I .l
"!ﬁ]"‘!]lﬂf_'ll 3 186) ﬂﬂ_, Wm
il ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ ﬂﬁﬁﬂ ++ Company History
8- E‘"-HT Oceanlink Marine Engineering Co., Ltd. (Oceanlink), established in 2003, with decades of
W O IpdTAL =11 i ﬁ |F| ship repair/servicing and store/spare supply experience, under the guidance of Quality
ﬁ a -g‘ﬁ' & ﬁ Management System of DNV I1SO 9001:2015.
E +* Professional Field
FArlR, IIWIE, ?TIT'.‘ETF[,

e Ship repair & service at all major Chinese ports and shipyards
J % 9odd9. 90 W e Voyage repair including deck, machinery, electrical, automation & radio items
SR e e Underwater inspection, approved by ABS, BV, DNV, KR, LR, NK & RINA
e Thickness measurement, approved by ABS, BV, DNV, IRS, LR, NK & RINA
A SPECIAL MENTION TO COMMEMORATE 150TH YEAR OF s Boiler repairire-tubing, with WPS & Welders approved by ABS, BV, DNV, LR & NK, and
workshop approval from DNV
OUR NATIONAL SONG e Propeller repair, with WPS & Welders approved by ABS, BV, DNV, KR & LR under
material of Cu3 and WPS & Welders approved by LR under material of Cu4
* ® M/E pneumatic system servicing with Nabtesco trained engineers, with genuine repair

kits from maker
o Tank level gaugel/draft gauge servicing, pneumatic pressure/temperature controller

“WiShiI'lg you and your famﬂy a jOYD us and M/E & A/E viscometer servicing, with Yamatake & Nakakita trained engineers

. e Hydraulic system troubleshooting, health check and maintenance/overhauling of
ElI"lEi hlESSEd Durga Pu]a! MEY GDddESS hydraulic pump, motor, control block, cylinder, reduction gearbox and valve remote

Durga fill your life with prosperity, control system actuators, etc.
2 Tl e Special welding, Aluminum welding, Stainless welding, Cast steel welding
-;"M :-.f-%_!:‘ happ INESSs, and Success. e Store & spare supply at all major Chinese ports and shipyards
W i '=* - .
| ) > HKBA Executive Committee 2025-2027 # Resource Advantage
L T * Over 60 refined professional engineers/technicians/experienced workers
& e All above services/repairs shall be done by our own teams
u . l. d i e Hoeld all major class approval certificates related to routine inspection/service and
Follow us on social media registered in MSA China system
0 l‘ c)-] B o Furthermore, we could offer relative spares (original and substitute made in China with
. good quality) for the service/repair
@hkbabengali OF N2 MO, @hkbaofficial + Company Mission
e v Customer First, Service Foremost
+% Contact Us
Add: Suite 801, New World Plaza, No.9 Fuzhou South Road, 266071, Qingdao, China ""g E“
Tel: +86 532 83096836/ 7/8/9 Fax: +86 5328386 1910 OCEANLINK
EBHK.B.A E-mail: info@oceanlinkmarine.com Http: /fwww.oceanlinkmarine.com
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{ Bank Ircomporabed in India with Limited Liabdity)

Indian Consulate in HK

State Bank of India, Hong Kong (*SBIHK") has been functioning in Hong Kong since 1978 and offers President’s Message
a wide range of retail and wholesale banking products and services.

. . s
State Bank of India (“SBI"), a Fortune 500 company, is an Indian Multinational, Public Sector Vice-President’s MESSﬂgE

Banking and Financial services statutory body headquartered in Mumbai, with a rich heritage and W‘ﬂ'
legacy of over 200 years, . .
HKBA Executive Committee 2025-2027
SBI has a vast network of over 22,542 domestic branches in India and global presence across time )
zones through 241 offices in 29 foreign countries (as on 31.03.2024). Special Acknowledgements
SBI's Ratings: Star-struck
fista ovar
Eank Rating Kids®’ Corner
Baas/StablesP-3 2R syren

Moody's

Verses & Essays
EBEEERE-SPositivesA-3

S — « YICIT QY
BEEB-s/Stable/F3 c YT T FAT

Fitch Ratings

* Ruminations on Migration
X7 A0 T 5T

* The Delicate Dance
SR/ /5

* The Tangy Trail of Fulki
Tel: (852) 2507 1222 15/F Central Tower, - FlaFrorsiaang

Fax : (852) 2868 1966 28 Queen's Road Central ) o )
Post : GPO Box 10125, Central, Hong Kong Hong Kong * Natural Musings about Artificial Intelligence

Email : info.hk@statebank.com
Our website: https:/fhk.statebank - ;3?352 l.:}ﬁ @?

MNote: For details refer our annual report FY 2024-25.

Contact Us Our Address

Email for: * When Life Gives You Chocolates ...!

Deposits & Remittance : vpdeposits.hk@statebank.com -
Trade Finance Services : vptrade hk@statebank.com I'ravelogue

Syndications L : vpsynd1.hk@statebank. - . _
yndications Loans s staiebank.com The Dolomites: Italy s Alpine Wonderland

kind, either express or implied. The material and information contained in this adverisement is provided for Kum‘bh ﬂ'onﬂuence {Jf Humaﬁffy
general information only and should not be used as a basis for making business decisions. SBIHK accepts
no liability and will not be liable for any loss or damage arising directly or indirectly (including special, ‘H]'ZZHTﬁ'

incidental, or consequential loss or damage) from this advertisement,
HKBA Photo Gallery 2024-2025

Disclaimer. Whilst every reasonable care has been taken in preparing the information and materials
contained in this advertisement, such information and materials are provided “as is” without warranty of any

Copyright @ 2024 State Bank of India, Hong Kong (Incorporated in India with limited liability). All Rights
Reserved.
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YOUR
SOLUTION PARTNER

Cataring & Bonded Stores

Marine Power & Instrument Cables
Mooring Lines & Riggings Packing & Sealings
Rubber Factorny Container Leshing Equipment
Anchor & Chain

Marine Logistics

Global Ship Supply

GO
confidently
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Indian Consulate in HK

The divine drums are calling, and hearts across the globe are responding
with the same rhythm of devotion and joy. As we prepare to welcome
Maa Durga to Hong Kong, we witness once again the magnificent
power of our shared heritage to transcend geographical boundaries
and unite souls in celebration.

In the bustling metropolis of Hong Kong, where East truly meets West,
the Hong Kong Bengali Association has created something magical
- a home away from home where the eternal spirit of Durga Puja
flourishes. The narrow lanes may be different from those of Kolkata,
and the skyline may touch the clouds differently than the ghats of the
Hooghly, but when Maa Durga arrives, every heart beats with the
same ancient rhythm of bhakti.

The beauty of Durga Puja lies in its power to weave communities together. Here in Hong Kong,
we see Bengalis, Indians, and friends from all corners of the world joining hands, sharing in
the joy of “Dugga Maa elo!” This festival belongs not to one region, but to everyone who opens
their heart to the Divine Mother’s love. The HKBA’s dedication to preserving traditions while
embracing Hong Kong’s multicultural spirit is truly commendable. Each year, the association
builds a bridge between past and present, between tradition and modernity, between homeland
and new home.

Maa asche - two simple words carrying hopes, dreams, and prayers of millions. The pandal may
be in a community hall instead of a neighborhood corner, the bhog may be prepared in modern
kitchens instead of traditional chulah, but the love, devotion, and joy of welcoming Maa remain
unchanged.

Durga Puja teaches us that celebration is incomplete without sharing. In Hong Kong, this lesson
becomes a cultural gift to the city - an invitation for everyone to experience the warmth, devotion,
and joy that Maa Durga brings. It is proof that no distance is too far for Maa’s love, and no ocean
too wide to carry the sound of dhak and the fragrance of dhunuchi.

Maa Durgar ashirbad apnader sobar jibon ke anondo, shanti ebong unnoti diye purno koruk.

May Maa Durga continue to bless the Hong Kong Bengali Association and all who participate in
this divine celebration. May this Puja bring peace to the world, prosperity to the community, and
endless joy to all hearts.

With deepest regards and prayers

/

(Surbhi Goyal)
Acting Consul General
Hong Kong & Macau SARS
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STATE BANK OF INDIA, NRI BRANCH, KOLKATA

QSBI B FI¢F T 21GT!, @7 TF T2 I, FaFre!
W db AT SFEYT, U 3R 3ITS UATET, HIdAdTdl

The State Bank of India (SB1) is the largest bank in India by assets, branch network, and
market share. making it a top choice for Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) seeking excellent
personal service. R .'~-=~__'-

{ i I
Our flagship NRI branch in hnlkatn rlnc'lted nmhe heart uf( howringhee is well-regarded for

personalized services, including dedicated relalmnslup managers and support for remit-
tances, investments,; .mr.lalum Y. 0L TN .Y l"f- { |
IUTBRANCH. KOLXAT

- 4 B iR = i .
We offers s|leri=llizcd 'NR[ services, including ‘Non-Resident External (NRE) and
Non-Resident Ordinary (NRO) accounts. with features like FONR, tax-free interest, full repa-

President’s Message

Dear Members, Friends, and Well-Wishers,

It is with immense joy and heartfelt gratitude that I extend my warmest greetings to you on the
sacred and festive occasion of Durga Puja 2025.

This year marks the 27th year of our celebration —a remarkable journey of faith, togetherness, and
cultural pride in our adopted home of Hong Kong. What began as a humble initiative by a few
spirited individuals has flourished into a cherished tradition that unites generations of Bengalis
and well-wishers from all walks of life.

Over nearly three decades, The Hongkong Bengali Association has grown into more than just a
cultural organization — it has become a second family, a sanctuary of shared values, and a vibrant
expression of our heritage. With every dhaaker taal, every glowing arati flame, and every heartfelt
anjali, we renew our love for our roots and for one another.

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to all who have been part of this journey —our tireless
volunteers, talented performers, generous patrons, and every member of this extended family.
Your dedication and participation have made this Puja a shining beacon of unity and joy in our
dynamic city.

As we seek the blessings of Maa Durga, may her divine strength give us courage to face life’s

triability. and robust digital banking. For NRIs prioritizing trustworthiness. a wide branch challenges, and may this celebration bring peace, prosperity, and happiness to all.

network, and a strong Kolkata presence.our ‘branch stands out.

STATE BANK OF INDIA, NRIBRANCH, KOLKATA

Wishing you and your loved ones a Shubho Sharodiya and a truly glorious Puja celebration!

FOHR {0} DHAN LAKSHMI
SPECIAL FESTIVE DRIVE

wia . 185,00 2028 FCHB PREMIUM INDICATIVE YIELD FOR DATE 26.08,.2025 Pradlp Putatunda,
CURRENCY uso ECHBPREMIUM YIELD{INA - FC - 1HR]
Parlad Ao, Yiekd Approrinatal .
PEMICH OF AMOUNT USD  |usSD-Prer EUR GBP JPY CAD AUD Pre51dent,
U et : 1vr. 7.45 7.61 7.16 6.60 589 7.08 6.68 . -
1¥ril Mo 28 Days 7.86 B.03 7.18 6.75 5 66 606 665 The Hongkong Bengah Assoc1at10n,
Abaws 1 Yasr 1o £ 100,000/ - TO < 2 ¥r. G687 HNAP 5.49 669 5. 66 668 .54
fone thand Yeur $374,000/= 3¥r. 7.21 HAP 4.25 6.55 5.99 &.71 691 .
T e 4 Yr. 7.13 HAPR 6.00 6.23 6.17 7.08 .96 Durga Pu]a/ 2025
S ¥r 7.57 HAP G6.18 .35 .38 7.38 7.15

S RN ¥ S I i R i
- ¥

ELNEREY . UTh GaRF fURs CAD ALy ANTY

Important: The USD-Pref yvield is applicable on a minimum deposit of INR eguivalent of USD
100, 000.00 or more and is subject to approval/change on caso-to-case basis

NRE (NON-CALLABLE)TERM D i

s AATE AT BATE  WMATE.  WATE | ®a&TE

LR LT
TaaE

With effect from 15th June 2025 With effect from 15th June 2025

1 Yaar 6.55% G.25%

1 Yoars 6.85% 6.15 %

At NRI Branch Kolkata, we truly espouse what we stand for

The Banker to every Indian
Deblina Mondalh ™Y Pest Wishes always, @591 06747 13047
Chief Manager

sbi.06284@sbi.co.in
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Vice-President’s Message

Dear Members,

As we come together once again to celebrate the vibrant spirit of Durga Pujo Utsav, I extend
my heartfelt greetings to each one of you on this auspicious occasion. Durga Utsav. Our annual
festival is not just a religious occasion; it is a beautiful tapestry woven with devotion, culture, and
community spirit. Your unwavering dedication and collective effort are not just appreciated, but
they are the very threads that transform our vision into reality, making each Utsav memorable “
and meaningful. You are not just participants, but the heart and soul of this celebration. “‘

This year, as we prepare to welcome Maa Durga with open hearts, let us renew our commitment “
to preserving our rich traditions while embracing new ideas that enhance our celebrations. |

CYLINDRICAL

SERIES Living in Hong Kong, Durga Utsav takes on an even deeper meaning. It becomes a beacon of ‘
our identity, a bridge connecting us to our roots, and a source of immense pride. Through this

utsav (festival), we not only celebrate but also preserve and pass on our rich customs, stories, and “
values to future generations. It is our collective responsibility to ensure that our culture thrives
despite the distance that separates us, mainly from West Bengal (India).

More than a religious celebration, Durga Utsav here is a powerful reminder of community and
togetherness. It brings us all closer, fostering friendships, mutual support, and a shared sense
of belonging. It is through your dedication and enthusiasm, as well as the tireless efforts of our
HKBA committee, that our celebrations continue to flourish, creating a joyous and inclusive
environment for all. Let’s revel in this joy and inclusivity that our Utsav (festival) brings.

DELUXE SERIES | "
= l - Let us continue to work hand in hand to make this year’s Durga Utsav a memorable and inspiring
occasion, honouring the goddess Durga’s strength and compassion, and celebrating the vibrant

spirit of our community abroad.

The annual magazine is a testament to our journey — capturing the essence of our past events, the \
creativity of our members, and the hopes we share for the future.

I encourage everyone to actively contribute to our Durga Utsav. Share your stories, your talents, H
and your enthusiasm. Your unique contributions are what make our festival special. Let’s celebrate
the unity that binds us and continue to inspire and uplift our community through this sacred
festival. Together, we can make this year’s celebration a truly memorable and inspiring occasion.

Wishing you all a joyous and prosperous Durga Utsav! Let all of us chant.

“Om jataa jut samaayuktamardhendu krit lakshnam Lochanyatra sanyuktam padmendu sadya
shan naam” (I bow down to the supreme power and urge you to help me concentrate on my goals

and help me to achieve them)

Capt. Bhaskar Sengupta
Hon. Vice President

Available On

Agile Brands Pvt Ltd Office No 705.7th floorBusingss Point,
Sai b T le, D. K. 50 Marg.Ch M i 40007 1. =
Cpp Sal boba Temple Sandu Marg,Chembur, Mumbal 4000 ama;ﬂn Flipkart g

Ph.: + 91 8976588935
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With Best Compliments from:

‘q\zﬁa—eﬁ@ UCO BANK e

(MR TRER BT ) (A Govt. of India Undertaking) 2ifSfS TSI TR TSI 92 SR TRLAA 74 (6T WIOFFR | 224 VRS I7

ST A2 | WNTHF “OT A3 QT I0H | LGN AT IRC ST WresT, ST
HEATS 3 AT &1 Honours Your Trust HISH, S AGAT & ATF AT NG SIfFF FA (I ©ITAR PG WACHA | JI1F 8

(Incorporated in India with limited liability) T O T T e o
WFTFR RGO WIRONT S G SS9 8 WY = | AT 41 s

73 Years of Glorious Presence in Hong Kong o T5 & AEIO], O WA @ | S (R (T 51T & (@91 I or~4ef |
. ) _ . . N A (VAT ST WIS & (151 FIEF 2fBr6 727 1A | HYI IR MY Fa49
India’s Premier Public Sector Bank having wide A2 (T F ACF 432 WA (I (SMO6 FEF o AE ST 7o =k =
: . Bkt
network of more than 3,200 Service Units
spread all over India & also having Overseas presence in T aff_:qm EW ‘@:3"' ‘m@% | ﬂl ;ﬁlﬁqu ﬁ‘i“ﬁﬂ?{
Hong Kong & Singapore SR PG JPE FE @] 9| 2Af© Q92 WNAE SR STHMRE N0

ASORA FLAPOH (I ARAT A 92 AFHMOS HG FAO | OFF PO Fa
4% IR (A HKBA 7 IR B TG Ay @y GHfo s> ~fqgm

% We deal in all important International Currencies STOIE B (SR | g2 AT IR FABT IFGH AFEA W TR IS
A STRA (F P06 WEIE GATAT Q| 92 AR Tonid g2 F41
» We offer Trade Finance, ECB, etc. TMIERE Y | Sl i 92 S @9 SOAmd 8 UeyS 419 20R
M| O IRED Aol G% I27 PR FG 8 GO AR FAF G =iy
% We offer all types of Banking services including instant MRS (B @ foaRtom (& R 4= 1am Gz |

e-Remittance of INR” facility to any Bank in India P SN TR SN SRR e AN e e TR | W @ g

IRF g2 AN WEF FIF | J989 (AT ARG AGHE @ AT W9 =@

% We also offer Loans against NRE & FCNR(B) NFSABr | 92 NN VR FERA WA oS eftemr wr= 42 FFFMre
Deposits held with our Indian Branches TN ST 499 8 ArSeag IR WES WFEF FIT GR IER| R - @

T " 92 AEER UMW | R (U (@ 9919 TIEET Yobs J YT TS

Please Contact NFHT (AT oI Forifed G ¢ qB16 9% I3 IEB | FoT =" 4

(RBTHE BT ACACR JH(0 *FGH | 6B TS AN FFHES T |

P V S Panigrahi, Chief Executive
G2 AT JH0 F8 AHT! R SRR A TRFO (F 407 YR | ©1% I:T 4,

Hong Kong Centr 27 2onfi AT G2 AfFFR W= TeFHoq FIEW, OItiT AfS WWE Fowsol 32
b e e ST T T e o
34 Ashley Road, Tsim Sha Tsui R
Kowloon, Hong Kong SAR
® 25238913, 25238941
e-mail: cesec.hk@ucobank.co.in, hkmain@ucobank.co.in '—@QQD——

For details, please visit our Website at: www.ucobankhongkong.com
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President Vice President General Secretary
Dr. Pradip Putatunda Capt. Bhaskar Sengupta Mr. Rudra Basu

§

Treasurer Cultural Secretary General Member
Mr. Sujoy Das Mr. Arindam Basu Mr. Rajdeep Mojumder

iy

i

General Member General Member General Member
Mr. Sagnik Ganguly Mrs. Tanushri Ghosh Mr. Alok Roy

:
el

General Member General Member General Member
Mr. Debdutta Barman Mr. Debjyoti Sarkar Mr. Dipankar Mukutmoni

Contact HKBA  mailhkba@gmail.com
Web Site www.hkbaonline.com
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=\ / Mrs. And Mr. Ramakant Agrawal

S

Brightex Enterprises

V-
ey
Peth Unit E, 18/F Gemstar Tower
23 Man Lok Street, Hung Hom, Kowloon, Hong Kong
i
E.A Tel: 3962 2299
Fax: 2311 1469
E-mail: ramakant@brightex.net
D] g |
‘With best wishes for S |
HEALTH, WEALTH B A e T i
N .
GOO0D FORTUNE [ -
on this auspicious occasion
Business Overview:
Engine Spares Equipment Stores & Provisions
Ship Service Shipbroking Logistics Center
Our Major Products & Services

EMGINE SFARES

ke - s o |
@& aws B

EQFLIPHENTS

SYGNUS MARINE (HK) LTD

SURVEYORS, TRAINERS AND CONBULTANTS

WWW.BYGMUSMARINE.HK
STORES & PROVESIONS SHIP REPAIR & SERVICES

&Y EdERIERES
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SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Hong Kong Bengali Association (HKBA) wishes to
express its heart-felt thanks to all friends, supporters
and well-wishers for the help they have rendered to
the cause of our association. For this year's Durga
Puja, we especially acknowledge the contributions of
the following persons:

Indian Recreation Club Committee and Staff
members

Indian Consulate in Hong Kong
Hong Kong Immigration Department

All sponsors
All HKBA Invitees from West Bengal, India
M*1\99Il (Volunteers for Puja Rituals)

BI¥I{6q (Volunteers for Pandal Decoration)

W{W (Volunteers for Cultural Programmes)
ST (Editorial, Designing & Printing team)
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Star-struck
We asked our favourite artists from Kolkata about their experience of performing in Hong
Kong for the HKBA audience in the annual function, and this is what they wrote back

 Mukheri : T
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e [Farsi freiean % 953 o 3% Statg, (@ TS Fillar eqE e i s
A FAEH, SIHF TG (AT VIS, T3¢ T2 YFIAA, ST STCH ST BIGILAE
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Aneek Dhar (Performed in 2016}

To, s
Hongkong Bengali Association,
HKBA

Date : 10/09/2025

Dear HKBA members,
Whenever | recall my trips to places outside India for shows, visiting
Hongkong crops up in my mind immediately.

What could've been more exciting than to perform in Hongkong for the
Bengali Association members af HKBA that too on the occasion of
Saraswali Puja.

Kr: rformed 24

2024 e HKBA er annual function e
~ amra Krosswindz eshechilam
. perform korte. Eti khub shundor ekti
udyog ekhankar Indian Community r.
Onek bondhu der shathe dekha
hoye gelo ekhane. Khub bhalo ekta

Their warmth, hospitality, the overall experience will stay in my mind
foraver,

Starting from my performances with the band and with the grand piano,
to the members singing with me, dancing and shaking their legs and
then the after parfy with the folks at HKBA, was just wonderful to be

Goes without saying, having my bedoved uncle Mr Arup Sutradhar
baside me throughout the trip, was the cherry on top.

programme er ayojon kora

May God keep all of you healthy and happy. May HKBA grow strong &

May | get to visit you again soon. hoyechilo, amader perform korte

Lots of love & Chesrs, bhishon bhalo legeche. Audience o

sl

Aneek Dhar.

khub e supportive. Organizing

committee khub e nishtar shonge
amader dekhashona korechen.
Shokkolke onek dhonnobad
ebong shubhecchya
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Our City of Calcutta
Udayan Ghosh & Pradip Putatunda

{(Calcutta and Durga Puja are synonymous, although Durga Puja is celebrated all over the world. When we are celebrating
Durga Puja in Hongkong. let us talk about Calcutta for few minutes. )

Calcutta, a charismalic city, is a city of confusing contradiction. To some, it Is a city of joy - a city of culture. art and sports.
To others, it Is a chaotic city - a ¢ity of bandh, hartal & gherao. Calcutta is more than a mere city. It represents a clear
personality and district identity of its own - both mental and physical. Calcutta has ploneered in many areas. [t was the
centre of Swadeshi Movement, marking the first phase of Indian National Movement in the 20th century. The genesis of
Indian National Congress can be traced to thoughts and actions of national leaders of Caleutta. The city witnessed horrible
communal riots on the eve of partition and suffered most from endless influx of refugees. Again Caloutta nurtured leftist
movement in India. It is a city of pohitical processions.

The most remarkable feature of Calcutta, a cosmopolitan representing India in miniature, Is its people. They are very
sensitive. They react very quickly to any event of India or any part of the world. The people of Calcutta admires the
admirables, respects the respectables and appreciates the excellence.

Calcutta is the art capital of India. Theatres and dramas have llourished in the city of Caleutta, Caleutta is a city of
bterature. Its Bengali literature is perhaps the most enriched literature of modern India. Caleutta is a city of football while
metropolis also admires cricket. Calcuttans’ love for cricket is world renowned.

Calcutta is a city of charity. Mother Teresa selected the city as the centre of her charitable activities. Calcutta is also a city
of Nobel laureates and Oscar winner. Rabindra Nath Tagore was the first Aslan Nobel laureate in literature, In 1998,
Amartya Sen, as sixth Indian, was awarded Nobel prize in Economics for a life time's work to invest the dismal science
with concerns that are far from the mundane. Soclal choice, poverty index. studies of famine - Amartya Sen’s interests are
obstruse in comparison with the market oriented research of the past few laureates. However, an Internet poll among
eminent economists on who should be the winner had put Sen at the top with 76 votes (influential MIT economist Paul
Krugman got only 10 vetes). Meanwhile, winning an Oscar by Satyajit Ray. before he passed away, for his lifetime work
added a coloured feather to the Calcuttans’ achievernents.

Caleutta is also a ity of fair. The book fair of Calcutta has especially earned world-wide reputation.

From 1690 onwards, the story of the development of the city of Calcutta Is also dramatic and interesting because from an
obscuring beginning it was destined to become the second city of British Empire. The clty as it stands now, was conceived
by the business activities of the Indian tradesmen during the second quarter of seventeenth century, on which the English
tradesmen reared up the structure. Annexation of East India Company’s belongings in India by Her Majesty and recogni-
tion of Calcutta as capital of British India placed Calcutta as the nerve centre of entire Indian subcontinent.

Last, but not the least, Calcutta is really a city of endless contradictions. Extreme affluence coexists with extreme poverty,
splmr::lldpahnesstan.'lbﬂideﬂ'heblmm.rmmdmhwﬁhmwmhwﬁmmmhammsﬂm.
and tube rail moves with handpulling rickshaws. T Calcutta is unforgettable. It not only exists. It also vibrates. It is full
of life with all its manifestations.

Mille Hesl %ﬂ:/f&'ﬂlﬂuﬁ af’
Charterliovd Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Room 204, Yu To Sang Building
37 Queen’s Road Central, Central, Hong Kong
Direct Line : (852) 2523 6182
Fax : (852) 2523 6937

A member of Professional Insurance Brokers Association Limited
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Complete the above image by joining the dots with a pencil, and identify the God.

Can you answer the following questions based on Indian mythology? (answers below)
1. Trishul is the weapon of which God?
2.Ashura took the shape of which animal before goddess Durga killed him?
3. Which son of goddess Durga is also known as Murugan ?
4. Which daughter of goddess Durga is worshipped during the Hindu festival of Diwali?
5. Which goddess of wisdom rides a white swan?
6. Which god is said to be a remover of obstacles?

7. Along with the goddesses Lakshmi (wealth) and Parvati (power), which other goddess forms
the Tridevi, a trinity of chief goddesses in Hinduism?

8. Who gifted the deadly weapon Sudarshan Chakra to goddess Durga?
9. Demon king Mahishasura received the boon of immortality from which god?
10. Which day marks the commencement of the 10 day Durga Puja festival?

eAR[EYRIA "()] BUNfRIE] PIOT]" 6 DULSIA PIOTT'S HEMSEIRS SSIPPOL) “L
EYSOUEL) PIO] 9 NEMSEIES SSIPPOL) "¢ MUYSYE] S53PPOL) “p BAYIIEY pao7] "¢ O[EYNE I T BANS P10 *| :S1omsuy
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Can you match the signatures of the famous Indian personalities with their names?

(answers below)
L4
Ustaad Zakir Hussain
JRD Tata il
Dr A P.J. Abdul Kalam -
Dr.C.VRaman L
Sunil Gavaskar j}} T 7
Pandit Ravishankar
R.K.Laxman '
Swami Vivekananda =
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi [

Kapil Dev

|
Rajiv Gandhi N\ b
Sachin Tendulkar
AN o

WRIIRYTA " DICT ASCT [IEEY] “UTESSNH JD{EZ7IS7) “IYSO UISWIYE ‘IBRARD [TUNg Tw{[NPUI], UNIRS -WOK0G 0} o) 3T
URXET Y Y WeEY [PQY ['d VI(l ‘Wpues) Atley ‘BIRL QU TPURYSIARY 1d ‘BPUBLIENOATA TWEMS -WoRoq 0} doy ga]
T IaMSIY

Down

1. Weapon gifted to Ma Durga by Agni Dev
3. Rythm instrument played during Durga Pujo

5. A flower,108 of them are offered to Ma Durga
T. Gifted by Varun Dev to Ma Durga.
Played during all kind of pujas

A [ 9] Across

2. Lord Shiva is associated with this weapon
4. Made from flowers and used in all pujas

H 6. This weapon is called “Kharga" in bengali

Hint : Think about the answers
in english language

Send il@hkt I
First 5 senders (below 15 yrs age) with all correct answers will be awarded by HKBA EC
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Kids Corner-Devi Kids Corner-Devi
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Clockwise from top left : Riddhima Majumdar, Neelakshi Basu , Sharanya Bhattacharyya , Natasha Banerjee Clockwise [rom top left : Sanvi Sarkar, Enakshi Mandal , Shanaya Ghosh , Aviroop De



v OO0 0 vh bbb bbb AL ALLLALLLELLLELLLELLELLLELLELLELLLLELLELEDEDDE

Member of the ScrurTE GROUP B‘ ! M

TRUST BUILDS ON
TRANSPARENCY

WE thbnrnPﬂm'ERS IN THEEvEmu@ EAT Foop AND
SWEETS,PERFORM AND PLAY AROUND ETC.

The Durga Pu-jﬂ\fisﬂ' - Awntba DASGUPTA

TIVA & DI¥A ARE BREST PRIENDS. DIY¥A GO.T (NvTED
To THE VISLT, sn SHE ME“I’TI‘lFI TH&T Eveuwg-.

i
rr AL ETARTED ,
TV} _AWHEN | WAS & LITTLE

i

- frh? 5

SHE oD AE TRAT DURGA PUSA 15 AN TNDIAN FESTIVAL unu s
wE CEL aRnTE HNMWLH

With more than 140 years of Shipping experience, BSM is known forits reliability and cost efficiency. As a leading ship
manager and service provider for all types-of vessels, we believe in trust built on transparency

Bernhard Schulte Shipmanagement (Hong Kong) Limited: Pannership
hk-sme-man@bs-shipmanagement.com I www.bs-shipmanagement.com
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Probashi Pujo

Every Durga Pujo we make an attempt to find out more about the Bengali communities in other parts of
the world - to catch a glimpse of how they keep the tradition of Durga pujo alive. In that vein, this year’s

Probashi Pujo introduces the Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta (BAGA) - read on, and if you are ever e
in these places during Durga Pujo, know that a piece of Bengal is just around the corner! N
J\
Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta £ |
N s /
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HE 1 S0 HF TEeAN | T SlHed TEMEE Aol RIe™ To (2 79 - WS, AfHe, T,

a3, RS, Pifs-afiys, 7-Frf RRTTE | ST 93671 T (@1 516 (@3 9F o1 3 P (& :

WO TS % T8 T SRS 7 Kunming Trading Company

SRR SIS SR T 7S B 1@ AT @ @ SRS IRal S i, 1 T (e : |

TP 1 X 357 QIR AGHFET S CFEF HRF TR ST SRR FOFer Hora Unit 601 & 602, 6/F, Chevalier House, ~4

A ATEEY 1 T AT T91E, Sofa apGE 9eT (F6 (@G f# e 7= a1

. 45-51 Chatham Road South, -
‘ﬁ}"“ Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong |

Tel: 2368 5997 (4 lines)

ol Fax: 2723 9408
%‘ailz kunmingt@biznetvigator.com

~  www.ktcdiamond.com

Previous years
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MARINE LUBRICANTS - WHEREVER YOU ARE

*%* SHUBHO DURGA PUJA **

From all of us at "LENOL Marine” Lubricants, we extend our heartfelt wishes for a joyous and
prosperous Durga Puja!

As the mighty Goddess Dm',n‘.a conquers darkness with streng'th and caumga, ‘may harblesafngs steer
your Jffeand wntums toward smooth samng. pawerful ce, ann‘ sqr&harbws

This festive season, fét,; carebrate the spirit nﬁﬂmaadé and mném! j:Et aﬂiﬁ ensure strength
‘mgnduranae am«wqgrmﬂtﬁw mile. \

l‘— .--\.

[=;

Iﬁm
www lenolmarine.com %
(=]

HK_orders@lenolmarine.com
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. Innobyte HK

Business

Innobyte 152 < B
INTO POSBIBILITY ﬁw cﬂm
w4 RS @1 ST
ST T ST TON (147 (261
Innobyte HK, an IT consultancy company w AT f[F? I 2T
SIS A FUH] GIACS G2
0T ofoam
CEELH
Mobile A nd Websi EO and Email Marketin
Q) Mobile App and Website & SEO and Email Marketing T T TR (o0 (A,
A unified digital platform, delivering a Integrated SEO and email marketing i EE ISk , : I E: ST S
flawless experience on mobile and web services to grow your audience and sales. T (0T Eﬂﬁ ﬂﬁ.ﬁ.@ RHAGAH?
o], I Tt
T2,
(A Gl ﬂ'g]i,
a l TS Y11 (MCRA (ATF
Social Media Management 8l cybersecurity T, & YT (RS I T
ag oG iﬁqlg fIfEs Faram
Creating content, building community, Securing your business infrastructure to qﬁﬁlﬁqs[ R
and managing your brand's daily social ensure uninterrupted operations.
conversations.
g = (o1 5 P10,
ECEAIGERICEIA
CALAT S5 NBICeTT AT
P e TS (A GIAHE ATy,
== Product Development Artificial Intelligence (Al) W GIRAE
Focus on user-centered design, agile Automating complexity and generating ﬁIWE o) Q}:{E' Cm%
development, and rigorous prototype insights to drive smarter decisions. G ‘ A
testing for validation. AF 5T (|
www.innobytehk.com
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Ruminations on Migration

Greetings for Durga Puja

Aparajita Bakshi

When I was growing up in the remote coal mines near Asansol and Durgapur in West Bengal, never in my wildest
imagination had I thought that one day I would land in Hong Kong. The story of my family’s migration, started much
- - before my birth, when my father migrated from our ancestral village to the coal mines as a mining engineer. Growing up,
WI t h B e st C o m p I I m e n ts we hopped from one colliery to another, as his job demanded, changing homes, schools and friends until we settled in the
town of Bolpur-Santiniketan. We siblings (and even our children) were bitten by the migration bug bad. We gradually
moved out of Barddhaman-Birbhum districts of West Bengal to other cities within India and some of us to other countries.
My family’s story and is not unique. All of us in HKBA belong to the large mass of floating population in the world who
are trying to recreate the essence of their roots and childhoods in lands far away from home.

While we yearn for our "homes’, it is worthwhile to remember that of the 200,000 years that our species have existed on
earth, we have been hunter gatherers for most of the time. It is only in the last 10,000 years or so that we have domesticated
plants and animals, invented farming, and have been able to live in one place all our life - a place we call home. As strong
as our longing for home is, the primal drive to leave everything and move to an unknown territory is also equally strong
and firmly coded in our hunter-gatherer genes.

- - - In my understanding, there are two features of human migration that sets us apart from other animals. Firstly, most other
u r m I a n I I n animal species that migrate for food, weather or reproduction, follow naturally predetermined circular paths. By contrast,
humans have known no boundaries. They have migrated far and wide unfettered by natural paths, seldom to return to the

same place where they started off. In the course of the journey, we have adapted to the changing environmental conditions
and changed our environments purposively. As a result of such unfettered and unidirectional migration of humans, we
are now the dominant species of the planet spread across the land mass in most environments and geographies. No other
animal species exist in such diverse habitats, except the ones we have domesticated and adapted to serve our needs of
food, transport and companionship.

Secondly, wherever we go, we always carry tangible and intangible wealth along with us - plants, animals, food, technology,
language, stories, music, etc. The assets carried by the migrants make lasting imprints on local habitats, people and culture.
At the same time the migrants’ lives are irreversibly changed by the conditions of their new home. Crops, animals and
farming practices reached from one corner of the world to another piggy-backing on migrating humans. This is how wheat
and lentils from the Fertile Crescent and rice from China reached India to give us our ‘traditional’ Indian meal. Sesame
and eggplant were locally domesticated in India later, but these do not form a major part of Indian diets. Bengalis may be
divided in their preference for begunbhaja, but will die for bhat and [uchi. We Bengalis should be thankful to the blessings
of migration as we eat our alu-posto bhat, and yearn for alur chop and cha in chine matir cup on rainy days. Rice and tea from
China, poppy seeds from Western Europe via Iran, and potato from South America via Portugal constitute the love for

G RG Co rpo rati on home food that is the very essence of our Bengalihood. Even when migration is invasive and fiercely resisted by the local
opulation, different aspects of tangible and intangible migrant wealth seep into local life and become an indistinguishable
pop p & & & p g
- part of local culture. The vast repertoire of Tagore’s literature, music, and his vision of Visva Bharati Santiniketan embodies
3/ F I "y Bel Trad e C ommerci al B I d g "y this universal aspect of cultural absorption and assimilation.
1 _3 B urrows Stre et Having made this city in China my temporary home, this essay will not be complete without mentioning a few exchanges
H

between India and China. We are all aware of the opium trade that the British cunningly devised, to balance its import
surplus from China for importing tea, silk, porcelain and other manufactured products. They forcefully sold opium grown

Wa nc h al y H on g KO n g in Eastern India to China. The unfair trade culminated into the opium wars. This laid the foundation of Hong Kong city
and the financial capital on which it thrives today. Much before the British damaged the trust between India and China,

il- i i the two countries had a more congenial relationship. Chinese silk finds mention in Kautilya’s Artha Shastra written in 4%

E mali I - ran I@netVI gato r.com century BCE. One of the major exports from India to China was obviously Buddhism. The spread of Buddhism from India
g to China led to the exchange of people, ideas and knowledge systems. Buddhist scholars regularly traveled between the
Tel . 2893 1 628 two countries. In my childhood textbooks I learnt about Faxian, Xuanzang and Yi Jing who travelled from China to India

i between 5" and 7" centuries CE. What is less known is that a number of Indian mathematicians also stayed and worked
in China. They applied Indian mathematics developed by Aryabhata to calculate astronomical events such as eclipses and
the lunar calendar. The foremost among them was Gautama, known in China as Qutan Xida.

The biological imperative, historical trajectories and cultural implications of migration are complex and far-reaching. So
next time we become nostalgic listening to the soulful tunes of Rabindra Sangeet or quibble about Dalai Lama and Doklam

. in a quintessential Bengali adda munching china badam and chowmein, let us pause to remember that we are just a tiny
seed traversing the hundreds and thousands of years of history of migration of our species. It's perhaps the destiny of our
species that the harder we try to build walls around us, the stronger becomes our urge to transcend them.
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marine systems

LESS DRIFT. .
MORE EFFICIENCY. ‘

Reduce leeway. Improye course stability.

MANOEUVRING SYSTEMS With the Becker Daggetboard; you unlock the

full efficiency of your wind propulsion system — for
smoother navigation am:'! maximum energy savings.

ENMERGY-SAVING DEVICES H

SERVICE & CONVERSION
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becker-marine-systems.com

EDALWIN MARINE

The Turbochargers Specialists

(Estd, 2003)

Global Presence - Own & Associated Network in:
Singapore | India | UAE | UK | Malaysia | South Korea |
Indonesia | Bangladesh | China | Panama | Turkey |
Vietnam | South Africa | Netherlands

Our Expertise:
» Turbocharger Services & Spares

Reconditioning & Performance Enhancement
Retrofit & Custom Engineering Solutions
Highly Skilled & Certified Technicians
Comprehensive Global Support

Trouble shooting 24x7

Dr. Satyabrata Pattnaik (Satya)
Founder & CEO

Cell +65-93254886
Email. satya@dalwin.com

MET oo

o w MITEHUBIEHT HEA Y NDUSTRIEES. LTD.

wWWw 'H.d alwin.com
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The Delicate Dance

Ronita Jaiswal

Her bedroom door is ajar again. Melodic strains waft softly from within as I linger in the hallway,
laundry basket in hand, wondering if I should knock. I ultimately refrain.

These days, I'm learning the delicate dance of holding on and letting go.

We've stepped into what I've come to call “the departure period” - that strange, emotional phase
before my daughter embarks on a Student Exchange program abroad.

The organiser in the study room wall, once filled with A Levels tuition schedule, now displays a
university accommodation deposit deadline, a room key collection date. The month of departure
is one fleetingly protracted, surreal countdown.

Last evening, I found myself staring at the stacked refrigerator after returning from Fusion- the
departmental store below our building. I shopped in denial and picked up all her favourite
grocery items, oblivious to the dwindling time left for her to savour them. The mere fact that she
was still home, was enough to be swept away with nostalgia. Enough to end up buying the items
that she has long grown out of. Thus, I overstock on provisions as if that will hold back the clock,
as if her beloved chicken pesto pasta can slow down time.

The college tote bag that she received during her application, now makes regular appearances
during her soiree with old school friends. She carries it with aplomb, signaling her next identity
while still being anchored in this one.

I observe her deftly navigating weekend plans with current friends, while simultaneously
planning her Exchange student flat mate situation.

She exists in two worlds now. I'm still acclimating to the reality of belonging in only one.
“It's harder on you than on them,” friends with older children had forewarned me about this
phase, their smiles imbued with understanding.

They were right.

While she jubilantly looks forward, I'm the one lying awake at night looking backwards. Have
I taught her enough to thrive in a foreign land? Yes, I have prepared her for this life here in our
house, but have I done enough to prepare her for a life on her own?

I'm trying to believe the Exchange Counsellor when she said, “They’re ready even when we don’t
think they are”

This month preceding her departure has altered our household rhythm. Conversations about life
goals have replaced the arguments over curfew. During disagreements, I find myself choosing
battles differently, aware that we’re establishing the foundation of our adult relationship. Aware
that there isn’t much time left for the nestling to become a fledgling.
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My spouse embraces this transition with practical projects - teaching our daughter to activate her
debit card, crafting a budget, helping her to fill the insurance form, setting up a new credit card. I
envy his focus on the tangible aspects of this transition. My concerns drift toward the intangible -
will she be safe and content? Will she find her people? Will she be able to handle the cold months
which aren’t her greatest ally? Will she recognise how deeply she is loved back home on a gloomy

day?

The other night, unexpectedly, she perched beside me on the couch while I read. She wanted to
rewatch the series “Ginny and Georgia” on Netflix, together. We had watched it separately last
season when she was seventeen, and the season before when she was sixteen. As she readied
for bed, she rested her head on my lap and stayed like that a bit longer than usual, no longer
embarrassed by the length of us-time.

The trip we made together before she leaves for her stint abroad, was imbued with a promising
camaraderie as well as fervent disagreements. Once a seasoned debater in school and college,
I fumbled for words as she bested me in logic most times. A sweltering pride filled me as the
elderly co-passenger in our flight offered me that “accept it, you lost to her” empathetic smile,
before dozing off again.

I no longer prod her for her daily share or variety of vegetables and fruits. I have opted to steer
the conversation towards the significance of eating three square meals a day. The delicate dance
of choosing our battles, again.

These are the experiences I have collected like precious seashells in this month of departure - the
spontaneous chatter in the MTR, reminiscing some episodes with schoolteachers, the slurp of the
Gong Cha Brown Sugar Boba as she drags her feet purposely (to tease me) through Citygate Mall,
the late-night deep conversations in her dimly lit and aesthetically pleasing room, discussing love
and life as the fragrance of B&B scented candles wafts through the air, the glimpses of the girlish
innocence in her transitioning lady-like visage.

The other day, I passed another mom at the cafe. Her son, like my daughter, is going in for an
Exchange program. We exchanged a look of perfect sisterhood - part exhilaration, part grief,
wholly love. Her simple remark, “The departure time”. Nothing more. We both nodded, no
further discourse needed.

With intention I am navigating the last few days before her departure. I'm capturing mental
photographs of ordinary moments - the pile of sneakers by the door, the sound of squeals from
her room during the countless sleepovers with friends, the way our bathroom smells when she
has used up all my body wash, the midnight sound of microwave door as she snacks on that
spicy, red Buldak noodles- these are the sensory memories I will revisit in the too-quiet house,
‘Come September”

Countless parents have traversed this path before me. Children grow taller than us, as the reward
of parenting. If only this knowledge made the leaving time any less bittersweet.

As of today, I'll knock on her door after all, just to ask if she needs anything washed for tomorrow.
I'll listen to her weekend plans and remind her about her dentist appointment.

I'll revel in this delicate dance - providing space for her inevitable independence while cherishing
these fleeting days of the leaving month.
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BASAL TOTAL MARINE SOLUTIONS:
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-

Ozata Shipyard, Turkey: Leading drydocking group and ship repair group in Istanbul. One Panamax and
one Handymax size dry-dock.
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LEADING
MARITIME SOLUTIONS

Providing tailored chemical
products and services for all
of your ship needs, anywhere
in the world.
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Fuel Management | Maintenance | Reivigeration | Engineerad S'ysiﬂmsledl._lc:ﬁ
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The Tangy Trail of Fulki: A Street Tale from
Ancient Magadha to Modern Bengal

Goenda Tokjhal

It was a warm afternoon in the bustling streets of Pataliputra, the
ancient capital of the Magadha kingdom, now known as Patna.
The storyteller wandered through narrow lanes, drawn by the
aroma of spices and the chatter of vendors. Amid the chaos, a
peculiar scent of tamarind and mint

caught his attention. He turned a corner and found a small
vendor beside a crumbling stone wall, selling something curious
- tiny hollowed disks filled with flavored water.

“Try the Furki,” the vendor said, handing over a crisp shell filled
with spicy potato mash and tangy tamarind water. The storyteller
bit into it, and an explosion of flavors danced on his tongue. It
was unlike anything he had tasted before. Refreshing, spicy, and
deeply satisfying.

A Mythical Beginning

As he savored the snack, the vendor shared a tale. Legend has it that during the exile of the Pandavas,
Draupadi was challenged by Kunti to prepare a meal using minimal ingredients. With ingenuity, she
created small wheat flour balls, filled them with spiced mashed potatoes, and served them with tangy
water. Thus, the earliest version of Panipuri or Fulki was born.

Though the story is steeped in mythology, it reflects the resourcefulness and creativity that define Indian
cuisine. From this humble beginning, the dish traveled through time and geography, evolving with every
region it touched.

From Fulki to Panipuri: A Culinary Evolution

The original Fulki was simple crispy puris made from wheat flour, filled with mashed potatoes and dipped

in tamarind water. As it spread across India, it transformed:

- North India: Known as Golgappa, often filled with spicy mashed potatoes and served with mint
water.

- Maharashtra & Gujarat: Called Pani Puri, with fillings of sprouts, boondi, and sweet chutney.

- Odisha: Gupchup, lighter in flavor, often served with chickpeas.

- South India: Includes spicy and tangy versions with local twists.

Each region added its own flair, turning Fulki into a national obsession.

The Rise of Fuchka in Bengal

As the dish reached Bengal, it underwent a transformation. Here, it became Fuchka, which is as crisp as
the puris themselves. The Bengali version uses wheat flour puris, filled with spicy mashed potatoes, boiled
gram, green chillies, and lemon juice. The water, known as “tetul jol”, is a tangy mix of tamarind, black salt,
roasted cumin, and green chillies.

The Fuchka Wallas: Guardians of Flavor

In Bengal, the Fuchka wallas are more than vendors. They are artists. Stationed at street corners, markets,
and college gates, they serve Fuchka one piece at a time, customizing spice levels to suit each customer.
Their skillful preparation and engaging banter make eating Fuchka a communal experience. Some Fuchka
wallas have become local celebrities, with loyal followers and social media fame. Their dedication has
turned Fuchka into a cultural icon, celebrated in festivals, family outings, and food blogs.
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Modern-Day Fuchka: From Streets to Gourmet

Today, Fuchka has leapt from street stalls to upscale restaurants. Chefs experiment with fusion versions
- cheese-filled puris, yogurt toppings, and even chocolate variants. Yet, the street-side Fuchka remains
unmatched in taste and nostalgia.

Social media has amplified it's popularity, with influencers sharing Fuchka trails and recipes. Despite its
evolution, the essence of Fuchka - crispy puris, spicy filling, and tangy water remains unchanged.

Conclusion: A Snack That Tells a Story

As the storyteller walked away from the vendor, he realized that Fuchka was more than a snack —it was a
story. A tale of ingenuity, adaptation, and community. From Draupadi’s challenge to the bustling streets of
Bengal, Fuchka has journeyed through time, flavor, and culture. As of now, Pani Puri (Golgappa, Fuchka,
Gupchup, etc.) does not have a single patent holder. It is considered a traditional Indian street food with
origins tracing back to ancient India, particularly the Magadha kingdom (modern-day Bihar). The dish has
evolved regionally and culturally over centuries and is widely regarded as part of India’s culinary heritage
rather than a proprietary invention.

There is no official patent registered for the dish itself, although some modern variations or packaging
methods (like ready-to-eat kits or flavored water mixes) may be patented by individual companies. The
term “Panipuri” was added to the Oxford English Dictionary in March 2005, recognizing its cultural
significance.

Whether called Fulki, Panipuri, Golgappa, or Fuchka, it remains a beloved bite that connects people across
generations and geographies.
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Natural Musings about Artificial Intelligence

Arindam BASU

You would probably have come across the term Artificial Intelligence (Al) in some context or the other in the last
few years. If you have wondered what this commotion is all about, you are at the right place -- just read on! If you
haven’t heard about Al, this is your perfect chance to jump into a quick summary about one of humanity’s most
impactful technologies.

A common story being peddled around now is that Al is much more efficient than human or natural intelligence. Al
algorithms are predicting diseases from X-ray and MRI scans, passing difficult law exams, and cracking Olympiad
questions with aplomb. Is it then going to take over all human jobs? Naturally, a common question from a parent’s
view is “What course should my child enroll in to ensure a job in the future?”. Before we get to that, it is worthwhile
looking at the history of Al's development first to understand what the future may hold.

A brief history and demystification of modern Al

Al, in its current form, was invented in the 1950s as “Neural Networks”. What is a neural network? It's a
mathematical model loosely built on how real biological brains work. Neurons are cells in our brain that assimilate
information from neighbouring neurons. If the information at a particular time exceeds a threshold, only then it
sends a message to its neighbours (the message is like a digital pulse, much like today’s computers). How does this
create intelligence, one may ask? First, the neuron is sort of a filter. In that, the presence of its output signifies the
input received by the neuron. An image, or a sound, or a taste, matched the pattern it had memorized sufficiently
well. This concept is also jokingly referred to as grandmother cells (or Jennifer Aniston neurons), indicating only
specific faces or concepts will trigger particular neurons. How then do the neurons in our brain become so specific?
That's the second part—its connections with other neurons change during learning, when it is exposed to different
sights and sounds. The strength of connection between the neurons (termed synapses) changes over time based on
your experiences and makes you who you are. The information or knowledge about the world is thus stored in the
connections, and the term “network” in the name suggests this. When the first such network with only one layer
was developed, there was, of course, much excitement about this new biology-inspired intelligence.

Why did we have to wait 70 years, then to get ChatGPT? For starters, the hardware or chips needed to “explore”
the working principles of very large networks weren’t there yet, so the theoretical foundations were also much
less developed. As a result, a simple theoretical result about the limited capacity of small networks was enough
to dissuade the majority of scientists from exploring this further, making them shift to statistical methods rather
than biologically inspired ones. The popularity of neural networks rapidly diminished for a few decades, a period
colloquially referred to as the Al winter. Few research groups around the world stuck to this line of research, purely
driven by their passion to crack the mystery behind biological brains. The breakthrough came in 2012, when a group
of researchers from Toronto used a “deep” neural network to get the first prize in recognizing thousands of different
objects in images, beating the closest statistical method by a large margin. The term “deep” refers to the many layers
of neurons with associated complex connectivity in their method. Surprisingly, they used special electronic chips
called GPUs, commonly used in gaming, to run their networks much faster than standard computer processors.
This method of using GPUs or other customized Al chips, combined with the availability of much more data than
the 1950s (thanks to the internet), fueled this new wave of Al technologies such as ChatGPT, Deepseek, SORA etc.

This story has a lesson for youngsters - do not give up on an idea if you really believe it is essential and valuable.
The second lesson is for parents - interest in technologies waxes and wanes and goes through natural cycles. While
Al development is crucial, it is important to take a step back, disconnect from the frenzied rhetoric on social media,
and think of Al as what it is at the present moment—a tool for humans to be more productive.

What can go wrong?

“With great power, comes great responsibility” — Spiderman

Like any other major technology, such as nuclear power, Al can be misused also. Compared to earlier generations
of AI which could analyze pictures, sounds or text, this new generation can be used to create images, sounds or
text. This makes it very easy to willfully generate false information to misguide millions of people, especially with
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today’s enhanced connectivity and social media networks. Think of the potential havoc it can create in swaying
public opinions about a product or a candidate in an election. An Al called Deepfake has been used to create
realistic videos of famous people and world leaders saying or doing things they never actually did. Think about the
wars that could be triggered in today’s tense geopolitical climate. While scientists are always developing methods
to defend against such malicious practices, it is a cat-and-mouse game. Perhaps, human nature is also to blame -we
seem to enjoy salacious stories and outrageous content way more than the drab, mundane truth.

Also, the way current Al algorithms operate seems to be quite different from how our brains operate. It has been
found that modifying even a single pixel in an image can fool an Al to predict the image of a cat to be that of
a monkey, and that too with very high confidence —a mistake a human would never make. Such “adversarial”
attacks raise concerns about using and deploying Als in safety critical situations. Lastly, the current craze with Al
has unfortunately shifted away from its roots in understanding natural intelligence to more brute-force approaches
to generate industrial revenue. These neural networks have become larger and deeper to the point where nuclear
power plants may be needed to power data centres running such Al algorithms. A human brain consumes ~20
Watts of power, enabling us to see, hear, feel, think, talk and much more. In comparison, the smallest GPUs today
consumes ~35 Watts of power to perform just one of the above tasks. With the rapid proliferation of Al, it is crucial
to think about its environmental impacts and the future of our planet.

What does the future hold?

“Prediction is difficult - particularly when it involves the future” - Mark Twain

The pace at which Al and related technologies are
changing is mindboggling, to say the least. The world’s
brightest minds are attacking lots of these challenges
described in the earlier section, as yet new challenges / \
emerge. We can potentially look at commonalities among \
new technologies, as shown in the picture on the right, to / H'x
understand the future trajectory. Dubbed as the Gartner / \

Inflated Expectations

Expectation

hype cycle, it follows a common trend among many new f Flateau of Productivity
technologies where there is an initial excessive expectation \ — —

(“Al will solve everything”). This is typically followed by { \
an understanding of the limitations of this technology / ‘~
leading to disillusionment, finally ending in widespread i
application and acceptance of the technology in areas /
where it can truly excel. I believe we are still in the
upward going phase for Al and still to reach the plateau
of productivity.

Al will definitely reduce the time we take to do low-level Time
jobs such as producing reports, responding to user queries
in call centres, etc. However, thgir output.s often contain The Gartner Hype Cycle

errors that an experienced domain expert is able to catch.

Hence, it is more important than ever for students to know

their domain’s fundamentals so that they can use Al tools effectively. Is it necessary for kids to go to schools and
colleges now that Al can provide all the information at the blink of an eye? The answer is a resounding Yes! While
Al can produce the answers to your query in a jiffy, an average human’s capacity to consume information has not
changed much over the last century — they need expert teachers more than ever to help them sieve through the vast
depths of the information spewed by an Al agent, help them differentiate truth from misinformation.

Lastly, what about artificial general intelligence or what we popularly understand as machines becoming as
cognizant as humans so that there is an imminent possibility of Al domination? I personally do not think such a
situation will arise in the next decade, though what lies beyond is anybody’s guess at the moment.

As we Bengalis embark upon our annual ritual of Durga Puja, it is perhaps more important than ever to pray
that our human emotions of love, compassion and righteousness always enable the good to prevail over the evil
agencies, be it natural or artificial.

(Note: Only natural intelligence was used to generate the content of this essay.)

About the author : Arindam Basu is a scientist working on brain-inspired computing for more than 15 years. He is
currently a Professor at City University of Hong Kong.
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When life gives you chocolates ...!

Mayura Banerjee

December 2018, a gorgeous evening at Park Street, Kolkata. Christmas lights and holiday vibes, sea of people
all around, pedestrians rushing through the maze of magazine stalls, paan shops, the legendary eateries selling
egg and chicken rolls, vendors trying to sell their paraphernalia and serpentine queues in front of restaurants.
Legend says that the more you wait outside ‘Peter Cat’, the better the chelo kebab tastes. Crazy traffic, cars,
buses, Ubers zooming across, yellow taxis decorating both sides of the road and waiting to choose passengers.
Legend also says that if you have ever in your lifetime reached your destination in a yellow taxi be sure it was
a bonus for all your good karma from your past lives... you were the chosen one!

I was standing at the zebra crossing after enjoying a hearty meal of Kolkata style chinese and more than a
healthy dose of gossip with my girl gang at ‘Flavours of China’. After meaningless giggles, endless goodbyes
and promises to reunite the year after, everyone went their own way. I was there waiting to cross over. As I
waited impatiently for the light to turn green, I noticed to my utter disappointment that bang opposite to where
I was standing and right beside the worldfamous confectionery ‘Flurys’, now stands a Spencer’s Super Market.
Right where there used to be “‘Music World” - our favourite haunt from high school and college days.

While the obnoxious orange neon sign board announced the arrival of Spencer’s in the “oh! so elegant and
legendary walkway in the heart of Kolkata”, a city that I grew up in and the road which was a thoroughfare
for many a wonder year of my school life, made me cringe with abomination. Memories of yester years came
rushing back and just at the moment when I couldn’t resist the lure of taking an indulgent trip of nostalgia....
I felt a gentle tug on my skirt. At first all I could see was a bunch of red heart shaped balloons swaying in the
soft mild Kolkata winter breeze and yes then I could see him ... the protagonist of my story.

A frail looking little boy, with shiny black hair neatly oiled and combed with a side parting, in a tattered shirt,
it was faded to a point where it was impossible to tell the colour. He was bare feet and on one shoulder he
had a cloth bag which kept slipping every now and then. With the other tiny hand, he was holding on to the
enormous bunch of balloons. He addressed me as “Didi” and tried to sell a balloon to me, rupees twenty a
piece. I hesitated and informed him that I did not need one, but he insisted and told me I could give it to anyone
I liked.

There was something about his way of speaking and I took out a note of twenty from my purse and handed
over insisting that he keep the ballon too, as I had nobody to give. He promptly gave back the note. For sure
I was fooled by his size and shamed by his self-esteem. He looked sternly at me and said “I don’t need your
money; I sell balloons to feed my family of seven. If at all you want to help me, buy me a Kilo of rice so that I
can spent the rest of the evening sitting with my books instead of running through traffic to earn some money”.

That moment the traffic light turned green. I don’t know what came over me, his words so hard hitting stalled
my attempt at getting a quick fix of dopamine with just twenty bucks and an easy exit route from the harsh
realities of life but he showed me the mirror! I grabbed his tiny hand and crossed over to the other side.

There we were at the entrance of Spencer’s. For starters, the security guard wouldn’t let him in with his balloons,
he on the other hand couldn’t keep them unattended, they could be just balloons to the world but to him they
were precious, the means to an end, a square meal for his family. I intervened and requested the guard to keep
an eye on them, he reluctantly agreed, all the while looking suspiciously at me, trying to figure out my true
intentions. Finally, we were inside and “Alice just found her wonderland!!

Once inside he grabbed a trolley and zoomed across the store bare feet as if he was driving a Ferrari, through
the narrow aisles between rows of neatly stacked shelves with packets of varying shape, size and colour. I
could feel the wind in his tiny wings, he manoeuvred his trolly, sometimes overtaking others in his quest for a
kilo of rice as I watched him enjoy that little moment of happiness in his otherwise busy life.
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There we were at last, our destination, the Aisle of rice. He asked me to get the cheapest packet of rice as he
couldn’t reach the upper shelves, not being satisfied with the brands in the lower shelves explaining in details
how he had to suffice for a family of seven being the oldest among the siblings with his mother not being healthy
enough to work recently.

I'was enthralled by his clarity of thought and his maturity. Curiosity got the better of me and I asked him his age,
he said he was seven with a confidence which kept me baffled. I struggled to process the fact that a seven-year-
old having to do the Himalayan task of providing for a family of seven and by a prompt involuntary reflex I took
a packet of lentil and put it in the trolly. He objected vehemently explaining that the deal was for a Kg of rice but
on my firm insistence he hesitantly accepted.

As we proceeded into the next phase of our adventure, I, like an indulgent aunt took packets of biscuits and
cakes from the shelves and put them in the basket, in a desperate bid to take off whatever little burden I could
from those tiny shoulders, but he immediately returned them to where they belonged stating that those were
absolutely unnecessary. I was amazed by his forthrightness. He was an old soul in a young body and had a
worldly air about him. At the tender age of seven he clearly had a deep understanding of the world and its
complexities more than I did at my age.

At one point I humbly requested to be allowed to help him with some more things of absolute necessity which
would be of benefit to his family. He obliged by accepting a packet of Tata salt, a bottle of cooking oil, Clinic Plus
shampoo which had a ‘buy one - get one’ free offer and some stationaries. All through I noticed how he made
an honest effort to read the labels and the price tags at the back of the packages. This made me enquire about his
education to which he informed me in details about the NGO that conducted classes for kids like him behind the
Park Street Police Station.

He said how much he enjoyed attending the classes and without me even asking spelled his name in English and
Bangla. He insisted I should hear him recite eight times tables too which he had recently learned at school. I was
happy to oblige. Thus, he went along jauntily pushing the trolly and reciting the eight times table and I followed
suit, feeling the whole spectrum of emotions, any human being is capable of experiencing at a given moment.
I was enjoying his company and continuous banter, super sad to think of a seven-year-old hustling for life and
extreme disappointment with the unfairness of it all, the system, the society, karma etc etc...

Now we come to the climax of the story. We reached the billing counter, the billing assistant scanned the bar
codes and when she was on the last item, she asked me if that would be all in order to proceed with the payment
and right at that moment I noticed the Cadbury Dairy Milk counter near the desk. My heart jumped with joy
at the thought of how happy it would make him if I gift him one. Afterall, in spite of that understanding and
maturity he was still an innocent little boy.

I asked him to choose one but to my utter disbelief he looked at me with disappointment and picked a bottle of
hand sanitizer from the rack right next to it and handed it over to the billing lady. As I stood dumbfounded by
his action he explained to me how the chocolate was no good as it would lead to tooth decay and would in any
case finish in no time, while the sanitizer on the other hand would allow him to eat with clean hands at least for
a few days. The NGO which he mentioned earlier served street children like him some food every day before
classes commence. Since most of the days he had to rush to school directly from work he couldn’t afford the time
to find soap or water to wash his hands, I stood there hearing him out amazed and speechless. As we came out
through the same main entrance, the same security guard smiled at me with folded hands and asked me to visit
again with a warmth in his voice as if he were inviting me to his own house, it made me feel warm and fuzzy
from inside.

Once outside, my little friend, philosopher, guide and hero of the day got busy managing the balloons in one
hand and the large orange Spenser bag on the other, while doing so he looked at me with his big bright twinkling
eyes and smilingly said “thank you Didi, hope to see you soon”. Before I could even reply he was gone, lost in
the crowds, lost in the conundrum called life ...!! That day at Spencer’s I did the most meaningful shopping of
my life. I saw hope, determination and an undying spirit to face the world!

Moral of the story ...life is always about having to choose between the bar of chocolate and the bottle of hand
sanitizer, choose wisely because it’s not always enough to choose the best but that which is best for you! Much
before the world woke up to the horrors of COVID a little boy selling balloons bare feet at the Park Street crossing
for mere subsistence taught me the importance of clean hands and here I rest my case !
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Greetings from
Mrs. and Mr. Sohan Goenka

UNIRICH JEWELLERY LTD.

Unit No. 902-903, 9/F., Hilder Centre,
2 Sung Ping Street, Hunghom, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Website: www.unirichgroup.com  E-mail: goenka@unirichjew.com

OUR OVERSEAS ASSOCIATE COMPANIES

RICH GEMS, INC.

37 West, 47" Street,
Suite #300, New York, NY 10036
Tel: é212) 221-6500 Fax: 212? 221-1892
TOLLFREE: 1-888-RICH-RICH MOBILE: 917-9151695

RICH DIAMONDS INC.

MAIN OFFICE
1-13-36, Takabatake Kofu,
Yamanashi 400-0042, J .
Tel: (055) 233-3451 Fax: (055) 233-3452
Mobile: 090-3243-8021
TOKYO BRANCH:
4/F, Rich Building, 5-8-13, Ueno,

Taitoku, Tokyo-110-0015 Jagan
Tel:03-5812-3371 Fax:03-5812-3372

EMGEEN GEMS LTD.
2/6 Trok Vaiti, Silom Road, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Tel: (662) 234-5730 Fax: (662) 236-4378

SHANTI ENTERPRISES
EW-9051-52, Bharat Diamond Bourse, B.K.C., Bandra (East), Mumbai-51 (India)
Tel:(22) 23632245, Fax: (22) 23632246

UNIRICH DIAMONDS (SHANGHAI) LTD.
Room B314, China Diamond Exchange Center, No.1701 Century Avenue,
Pudong, Shanghai 200122, China
Tel: +86-21-61066812, Fax: +86-21-61066815

SHENZHEN OFFICE
Room 2708, Mingyuege, Yangguang Tiandi, Tianbei 4* Road,
Luohu, Shenzhen, China
Tel: (0755) 25505303
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The Dolomites: Italy’s Alpine Wonderland

Rituparna Sengupta

‘Bhromon’ was one of the many Bengali magazines that found its way to our house in Kolkata along
with Shondesh, Anondomela, Shuktara, and Desh. My parents loved travelling, but it was specifically
my father who was struck by wanderlust. That resulted in at least two holidays annually, which was
one of the primary reasons for my parents to rejoice, as both were extremely busy being medical
practitioners. Of course, I'm talking about a time when Google, Maps, Airbnb, Booking.com, and
Skyscanner were nonexistent. I vividly remember my father sitting at the dining table, diligently
writing letters to various hotels to book the accommodation, filling in the requisition slips to book
trains, and making detailed itineraries. I, a quiet observer, sat next to him, with my eyes filled with
wonder and excitement.Unlike today, when we get a plethora of information on one click, 1 think
Baba and Bhromon were the main sources of information to spark a fire in my imagination and
excitement of traveling to distant places. I loved the stories he shared about the places, their vibrant
cultures, history, food, and the promise of new experiences. Today, as an adult when I get to travel the
world, I realize that it was my father’s passion for exploration that shaped my love for travel, igniting
a desire to see the world beyond the borders. In that cozy room, amidst the scent of ink and paper, a
seed was planted—one that grew into a lifelong journey, inspired by the letters he wrote and the
adventures they promised.

Fortunately, I'm married to a man who is equally passionate (if not more) about travelling. For the past
16 years, we have been meticulously planning our vacations every year and have been quite daring at
times! We've ventured on the Columbia Icefield, the largest icefield in the Canadian Rockies, with our
9-month-old daughter and flew in a helicopter to land on top of Mount Cook, the highest mountain in
New Zealand, with our 16-month-old son!! This year we planned a trip that we both longed for. The
Bavarian Alps, the northeastern segment of the Central Alps along the German-Austrian border, and
the dramatic Italian Dolomites. Little did I know that this trip would be both nostalgic and special.

The First Look

As soon as we entered Italy from Austria, a
familiar excitement bubbled within me. The
Italian Dolomites loomed in the distance. The
very first sight of the serrated peaks rising
dramatically against the sky with their rugged
faces mesmerized me. Various shades of
orange and pink adorned the mountain ranges
to add that extra edge. The rugged beauty of
the Dolomites against the contrasting gentle
rolling hills at the base simply made it
breathtakingly beautiful. It's always the first
impression that leaves an indelible mark in
your heart. I have been travelling to different
parts of the world for many years now, but
this journey felt different.

Alpe di Siusi: A Dreamy Beginning:

On day 1, our adventure began at Seiser Alm (Italian - Alpe di Siusi), the largest high-elevation alpine
meadow in Europe. As we stepped off the gondola, the vastness of the landscape overwhelmed and
enveloped us. The meadows were painted in vibrant greens against the towering cliffs that seemed to
touch the clouds. We all just stood in awe, feeling belittled yet connected to Mother Nature.
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In that moment, the Dolomites stirred a sense of wonder and adventure, igniting a desire to explore
every trail of the valley, but we knew that wasn’t possible. As we set off on a trail that wound through
the meadows, the majestic Sassolungo and Scceda mountain peaks towering above us, we immersed
ourselves in the timeless beauty of nature. But the most admirable of all was the sheer energy of my
children that mirrored my own childhood memories that made my heart swell with pride. 1 quietly
observed them from a distance and saw my passion getting transmitted. My 7-year-old son effortlessly
led us through the narrow trails. His infectious enthusiasm and laughter echoed through the valley.

Owr little guide on this breathtaking trail in
Alpe di Suisi

The largest meadow in Europe: Alpe di Suisi

Alpe di Seceda: Nature’s Masterpiece

The next moming, we headed towards the iconic Alpe di Seceda, located on the sunny side of Val
Gardena above the village of Ortisei. The summit is accessible by two cable cars and offers numerous
casy and moderate hiking trails suitable for families with young children. The ascent was breathtaking,
with the mountains looming larger than ever, with the pointed peaks piercing the sky. As we reached
the summit, the panoramic view of the dramatic Dolomites left us all speechless. As we stood there,
my daughter got our attention to the paragliders who soared gracefully through the sky with their
colourful wings contrasting against the blue. We spent hours exploring the area, wandering through
the hiking trails that led us to hidden vistas and serene spots where we could take in the majesty of our
surroundings. My son cffortlessly hiked with us, rolled on the meadows, appreciated the grandeur,
extended a helping hand when I panted, and kept us all on our toes to match his unstoppable energy.

Soaring High

On our last day, we started off with a 50-km drive
from our Airbnb at Merano to Val Gardena’s most
famous takc-off base for paragliding, Ciampinoi
(2260 meters). As a keen traveller, 1 always
enjoyed nature from a distance and the thought of
adventure sports intimidated me. I was hesitant and
sceptical and finally didn’t go for it. But I was
amazed to see my teenage daughter ready to take
on the sky. Her excitement was palpable as she
prepared for the flight and took the cable car to
reach the take-off base as 1 waited for her at the
landing spot. After 30 minutes, finally she took off,
soaring above those majestic peaks of the Italian
Dolomites. For me, watching her embrace such a

Alpe di Seceda: A UNESCO World
Heritage Site thrilling experience was a roller coaster in itself!!
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“Mama, it feels like we're on top of the world!” That’s
what she said after the safe landing. As I ran to hug
her, she said, “You should definitely try it, Mama! It
feels like flying!” with her eyes sparkling with
excitement. She went on and described how beautiful
the Dolomites looked from a height of 2,260 meters.
Her smile spoke volumes about her newfound sense of
freedom. I wanted to soak it all in and enjoy the beauty
around through her eyes. My heart was full as she did
what I could never do! I felt a mix of emotions - pride,
joy, and a touch of nostalgia again. At that moment, I
just looked up and thanked my father.

Soaring to new heights

The Scariest Gondola Ride in the World

Post-lunch, we headed towards our last destination in the Dolomites. In three days, we rode a variety
of cable cars including panoramic lift, chairlift, gondola lift and largest gondolas. But it was my
daughter’s wish to get on the most unique one in the region. After conquering the sky, she was ready
to get on probably the scariest cable car ride in the world, the Coffin Lift. We were all excited to
experience this unique ride, which took us from Passo Sella up to Forcella Sassolungo (meaning long
rock) at a height of 2,685 meters. Built in 1957 with an open basket-type lift, they were redesigned
with the current gondola in the 1970s. Yes, it really looked like a coffin with two windowpanes ! If
you are claustrophobic, then you might give a second thought before doing this. Only two people can
fit on it vertically as there’s no seat. Moreover, the lift doesn't wait or stop, so we had to be in motion
to get inside and get out of it!! The staff was super helpful, but we had to be really quick. My
children’s enthusiasm was infectious. Four of us fit into two lifts. The views were spectacular, but the
journcy was overwhelming. In that 22-minute ascent, we were in awe of the massive boulders of rocks
surrounding us and felt a deep sense of gratitude. 1 looked at my children’s glowing faces full of
excitement and knew that this experience would shape their lives.

A Legacy of Adventure

Those three days in the Italian Dolomites would
always remain very close to my heart. The journcy was
not just about exploring the majestic Dolomites; it was
about creating memories as a family, being able to see
my children appreciating experiences and passing on
the legacy of adventure that my father had given me. It
was my father’s spirit of exploration that shaped my
love for travel, and now, I can see the same passion in
my children. As we left the mountains behind, I carried
with me not only the beauty of this Italian wonderland
but also the sheer joy of sharing this journcy with my
family, ready to explore the world together in all its
wonder.

Caffin Lifi from Passa Sefla up to Forcella
Sassolungo
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Kumbh Confluence of Humanity
Divine at Mankind’s Largest Gathering

Sabyasachi Dutta

Hinduism is inseparable from Indian geography. Our motherland is scored with rivers that are goddesses
and that’s the path pilgrims take. The alignment of stars make Prayagraj (erstwhile Allahabad), where
the Ganges, the Yamuna and mythical Saraswati converge, an especially holy place. Pilgrims come to this
place to wash away their sins as Allahabad is one of the four spots (other three places are Nasik, Ujjain and
Haridwar) where drops of the elixir of immortality fell from a pitcher as gods fought with the demons to
possess it. The belief, that astronomical alignment of stars at a particular moment, turns the waters of the
“Sangam” to nectar brought millions since centuries to take a dip into the Holy Water, first documented by

e eenk ey Chinese Scholar Hiuen Tsang who came to India some two thousand years ago. The prospect of salvation
PRIVATE BANKING has always drawn millions of pilgrims from across India. However, the latest edition of the Maha Kumbh,
}:'yWﬂRDS 1[@)4) Free...to live more which came to a close on February 26th, captured the country’s imagination in new and interesting ways.
GLOBAL YDU'U:'-.:-E arned it. We h elb vou keen it - Living in this era, many Indians believe that piety is no longer merely a sign of faith, but a symbol of

‘ PY i patriotism and progress.

| g | | llllp'—ll_lr ' ~ DBS Private Bank is the World's Best Private Bank
LUNUIVIDINEY for High Net Worth.

This year, the Prayagraj city, home to about 6 million residents, was
prepared to host 300 to 400 million people, as per the government
estimates. In preparation, the state has built a temporary campsite
across a 10,000-acre area, with tens of thousands of tents and
bathrooms, roads, parking lots, water and electricity infrastructure
and thousands of security cameras and drones. Many of those
preparations — which will most likely make this the most expensive
Maha Kumbh Mela to date, at about $800 million — are meant to
prevent deadly stampedes and outbreaks of disease, which have
happened in previous festivals. The event was also expected to
generate billions of dollars in revenue for the state government.

Biggest draw of the Mela are the Akharas. These are broadly
categorised based on their primary deity of worship. Shiva Akhara

Learn more
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(worshippers of Lord Shiva), Vaishnav Akhara (devotees of Lord Vishnu), and
Udasin Akhara (followers of Guru Nanak). These are monastic institutions
or sects that unite sadhus (ascetics) under specific spiritual traditions and
practices. They serve as centres of learning, spirituality, and governance for
their members. The Akhara is not just a camp; it is a monastic order with a
fierce history of protecting Sanatana Dharma. It is also a deeply organised
and disciplined structure with its own rules, ranks, and rituals. The Nagas
are the most revered and feared within this structure, having renounced
everything —clothing, family, wealth, and ego—in their pursuit of spiritual
power. The sea of ochre and ash-smoked skin, the coiled jata of matted hair,
the eyes of devotees filled with a mixture of fear and reverence. To witness
them s to confront a radical contradiction. These are men who have renounced
the world, yet they are
the main draw for the
world that comes to the
Kumbh. They strive
for nothingness, yet their presence is the most powerful thing
here. They are the ultimate symbol of the Kumbh's paradox:
a stunning spectacle of humanity that, at its core, is about the
relentless, solitary pursuit of moving beyond it.

HAPPY

Durga Puja

Best Wishes from

Lincon Marine Services
(Singapore & Hong Kong)

The Maha Kumbh was not just a festival; it was a mirror to
the soul of India. It is a spectacle of humanity, profound and
chaotic, carrying the traditions since centuries. Perhaps the
best place on earth to experience the mix of ancient tradition
with push of modern influence. It’s religious but not tied to
. religion. It welcomes the world with both hands to immerse, to
experience and to observe the greatest act of faith.
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sank st nd BOI* Durga Pujo 2024
- Hong Kong Branch u UJ
AL & AL,

Please visit https://www.bankofindia.com.hk Bank of India " '
Please contact us for best deposit rate on 2820 9229 Relarionship bevond banking
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Best wishes for Durga Puja EU s
from A well wisher "
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Happy Durga Puja!

www.angloeastern.com

Ship Management | Crewing | Training | Cruise Management | Newbuilding Design & Projects
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Q Chellaram
/ Foundation

vy . chellaramfoundation.com

Chellaram Foundation Limited is a Hong Kong registered charity and
NGO founded by Mr. Lal Chellaram and his wife Shobhna. Chellaram Foundation

has significant presence also in India, Gibraltar, UK, Japan and Africa.

The desired Philanthropic direction of Chellaram Foundation includes but is not

confined to the areas of:

Arts Music and Culture
Promoting - Supporting - Sponsoring Art Music and Culture - including
. Yoga and Ayurvedic Principles

Education
Infrastructure - Equipment - Scholarships - Grants - Loans - E - learning

Health
All issues of Health - including Cancer - Diabetes - Aids - especially in those areas
where Govenment is unable to reach with the focus on Infrastructure and equipment

Environment
Preservation of the Eco-systems - including Forests - Rivers - Marine
environment - All Climate change issue - Recycling issue - especially Plostics

Animal Welfare
Promoting Vegetarianism - Preventing the Trade in Endangered Animals -
and their body parts

Children and Youth initiative
Especially Handicapped - underprivileged - Talent development - Sports -
Protection for vulnerable children

Disaster relief and recovery
Health and social services, including provision of food, shelter, water, medical care,
and clothing to survivors, and other services for survivors ond their dependents.

Contact:

Chellaram Foundation Limited

10 /F., OTB Building, 160 Gloucester Road,
Wanchai, Hong Kong

Email id: prb@kayceeco.com
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